
Minutes of the Davis Democratic Club Board Meeting

Tuesday, January 7, 2014

Small conference Room, Yolo County Library, Davis Branch

315 East 14th St.

Davis CA 95616

Meeting called to order at 7:07PM by President Arun Sen

Agenda was presented by President to the board and passed MSP by the President.

The minutes were presented to the board by the recording secretary for the December  3, 2013 meeting.   The minutes were passed MSP by the President.

Quorum is 6 members 

Members Present: 10 members present

President Arun Sen

Vice President Mike Syvanen

Treasurer Ameer Alsawaf

Recording Secretary G Richard Yamagata

Corresponding Secretary & Publicity Tim Fenton

Membership Chair & Newsletter Editor Carl Schmid

Past President Absent

Board Members: Rick Gonzales, Elly Fairclough

Ex-Officio:  Bob Schelen, Barry Wilson

On member of the public, Daniel Parrella was present.  Daniel is running for Davis City Council and is a registered Democrat.

Board Members absent:  Bob Bockwinkel, Betty Weir and 

Ex-Officio members absent:  Bill Julian & Bill Ritter

A Quorum was present at the meeting.

TREASURER REPORT

Treasurer Ameer Alsawef presented his report.  At the end of December the club had $7,135.70 in the bank.  There was $804 in the State account.   There were $1910 in deposits into the treasury for the month of December.  There were additional funds turned in at the meeting by club members, including President Arun Sen, G Richard Yamagata ($201 check) and Barry Wilson ($50 cash).

It was asked, what was the money in the treasury at the end of November.  It was stated that there was @$9085 in the treasury at the beginning of November.  After bills were paid, there was @$8700 remaining.  

There was a note that the check for membership fees with the Yolo County Democratic Central Committee had never been cashed.  After 6 months, the check now needs to be re-issued for those funds.  

The expenses for December were gone over in detail.  There is an Excel .xlsx file that the treasurer has sent to the board explaining all of the paid bills and balances.  The bookkeeper for the club, Greg Sanborn, has stated that the Treasurer Ameer Alsawaf is doing an excellent job.

[The following is the amended report by the treasurer from an e-mail and spread sheet sent to the board on January 20, 2014:

Attached is an excel file contains summarized financial information for the last 12 months (Cash Flows (CF), Balance Sheet (BS), Profit & Loss (P&L), Checks issued 12/all checks, & Deposits received). The checking accounts were reconciled (statements received and matched with books) to December 31, 2013. Still waiting on check #3258 dated 3/14/13 issued for (YCDCC-Re-Catering + 151 memb) which is still outstanding (need info?). Also as of 12/31/13, there was $151.80 still to be paid to ****, and $210 un-deposited ($50 bank error corrected in January, and $160 the raffle tickets sales deposited in January). Here is a summary of the activities for December:

1. Fund collected/deposited     $1,800.00 (Includes $50 bank error corrected in Jan 2014, and $160 deposited in Jan) 

2. Fund paid                    $  371.36 (Includes $151.80 due to ****) 

3. Net Paid Over Collected      $1,428.64 

4. Bank Accounts Beg Bal      $7,538.70 End of November (plus $315 un-deposited)

5. Bank Accounts Ending Bal   $9,224.14 Books balance on 12/31 (plus $210 un-deposited)

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

See you next month,

Thanks,

Ameer

(916) 801-5595 c 

(530) 750-7879 p 

(530) 302-1738 f 

End of e-mail report to the board]

INTERN PROJECT

There are 14 interns that are working under the supervision of John Garamendi’s office. Bob Bockwinkel is the liason with Andrew Kim of the John Garamendi congressional office in Yolo County.   Bob was not present at this meeting, so this discussion was tabled until the next meeting.

BOARD MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

Bob Bockwinkel is chair of this committee.  Bob was not present at this meeting, so this discussion was tabled until the next meeting.  It was stated that two potential board members have stated that they do not have the time to volunteer for the club.

BOARD MEMBER OFFICER ELECTION NOMINATIONS

Bob Bockwinkel is chair of this committee.   Bob was not present at this meeting, so this discussion was tabled until the next meeting.  It was stated that a person that had been interested in being president has stated that they do not have the time to be president.

VOTING FOR BOARD MEMBERS & MEMBERSHIP

If people have paid up their 2013 memberships, it was decided to let people vote.  For people that have not paid up, they must pay their dues by the Valentine’s Day Party, meaning they can pay their dues at that meeting to vote for club officers.  Club members are encouraged to run for office or encouraged to submit names before the next meeting.

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

Carl Schmid reported that out of 150 households that were active members last year, 134 have renewed as of Jan 1, which is an 89% renewal rate.  After tonight, that renewal rate is over 90%.  Carl reported that they send out in the US mail, newsletters to about 30 people out of a pool of over hundred ex-members that have not paid dues for the past 2 to 3 years.  He reported that he received another 2 membership renewals from this category of people during the month of December.   

Carl stated that they will begin sending out red dots on newsletters of members that have not yet renewed.   This is potentially everyone, since we are starting over from scratch since January 1.  Carl said that he would work with Ameer to figure out who is deserving of a red dot.  

PRE-ENDORSEMENT CONVENTION

Carl Schmid stated that at the current level of membership, the club has 9 representatives entitled to vote through the pre-endorsement process.   Of the current board members, there are 5 that already can vote via other Democratic Party offices or positions that they hold.  Carl submitted the names of board members that do not have a position that would otherwise allow them to vote.  The remaining names he submitted as a way to push renewing members into paying their dues.  

NEWSLETTER

Editor Carl Schmid commented on the last newsletter and articles that will be present in the next newsletter.  The upcoming newsletter will have an article from the exiting President, Arun Sen, commenting on his 8 years as president of the club.  It will feature an article about the Holiday Party in December and will cover the dues drive for 2013 and ask for volunteers to serve on the board and as officers.  

EVENTS

2013 Holiday Party

The Board went into closed session to discuss what went wrong with the Holiday Party.

What went right with the meeting is that there was plenty of food and drink at the party.  There was a record number of people that attended this event for the DDC.  There were people that do not normally attend this event that were brought out by the Birthday Party for Tansy Thomas.  There were people that have not attended a DDC event in 5 years at this event.  A lot of people renewed their memberships at this meeting.

FEBRUARY LOVE YOUR ELECTEDS Party

This annual event will be held at a date to be determined.  The Tuesday and Thursday dates are filled at the International House and another venue is needed.  Arun Sen, Bob Bockwinkel and G Richard Yamagata will scout out a secondary space at the I-House and will know by the next day.  Otherwise, February 23 is open at the I-House.  This is a Sunday.  This will be the first time we would hold this event on a weekend.  We usually have it on a Thursday.

FOOD

G Richard Yamagata was asked to send out the food potluck assignments by the first letter of club members’ last names.   People are to be asked to contact Mike Syvanen with their food choices in what they will be bringing to the potluck.  

PROGRAM

It was discussed that the club will let all of the assembly candidates know about the party and give them an opportunity to speak.  It was discussed whether or not to allow the City Council candidates time to speak, along with the county supervisors or the judge candidates.  It was decided that people would more than likely rather hear from the assembly candidates.  

It was decided that if Bob Schelen could get a special guest to speak at the party, that would be the featured person for this event.  Bob said that he could let Arun know by Monday next week.  

PRESS RELEASE

A press release for the event was discussed.  Ideas for a press release picture or for 4 pictures of the 4 assembly candidates was discussed.  

YCDCC Meeting Report

Bob Schelen gave the report and talked about the pre-endorsement convention process, rules and how to vote.  There will be two convention locations, one for assembly and one for congress, so no one can go to both locations.  

Bob spoke of the Party Convention on March 7 through 9th in LA.  

President Sen talked about the Champagne Brunch in June.   We discussed having a birthday party for Betty Weir, who will be 99 years old in August.  We would have Lois Wolk, Mariko Yamada, Garamendi and Speaker Perez at this event.  

KUDOS

Arun first thanked the entire board for all of its work for the Holiday Party.  He especially thanked Rick Gonzales for his organizing the Tansy Birthday Party part of the holiday event.  Arun thanked Ameer for manning the entrance table and keep track of all of the donations and dues payments for the club.  

Carl Schmid thanked Rick Gonzales for coming up wit the idea for the Party for Tansy as part of the holiday party.  Carl stated that this allowed people that normally do not come to a DDC event to come out for Tansy and attend a DDC event.  

Mike Syvanen thanked Congressman Garamendi for coming out on the “correct side” on recent issues concerning privacy and water and this was supported by all present in the room.  

Kudos were given to Bob Bockwinkel by President Sen for arranging for the wine at the Holiday Party.  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:17PM.

Minutes respectfully submitted by G Richard Yamagata on February 3, 2014.


