
Minutes of the Davis Democratic Club Board Meeting

Tuesday, September 2, 2014

Yolo County Democratic Headquarters in Davis, CA

911 Second Street

Downtown Davis CA 95616

Meeting called to order at 7:03PM by President Stephen Souza

The agenda was presented to the board by the President.  It was approved, MSP by the President.

The minutes were from the August 2014 meeting were asked about by the board.  They had been e-mailed through a link to the file on the web.  The minutes were also passed MSP by the President.

Quorum is 7 members 

Members Present: 11 members present

President Stephen Souza

Vice President Rick Gonzales 

Treasurer Ameer Alsawaf

Recording Secretary G Richard Yamagata

Corresponding Secretary & Publicity Tim Fenton

Membership Chair & Newsletter Editor Carl Schmid

Past Presidents Arun Sen & Bob Bockwinkel

Board Members: Mike Syvanen, Elly Fairclough

Ex-Officio:  Bob Schelen

We elected a member of the public to the board, so at the end of the meeting, there were 12 board members present.

Four members of the public were present.  They were Rita Montes-Martin, Chris Allen, Shannon McCall and Wesley Sagewalker.

Board Members absent:  Will Arnold, Jonathan Howard, and Betty Weir

Ex-Officio members absent:  Bill Julian, Bill Ritter, Jim Provenza

A quorum is 7 board members.  A Quorum was present at the meeting.

REPORTS

There was no representative from the Campus Dems and no report was given.  

The YCDCC meeting was held.  There was discussion that the room was not open at the meeting place, but they met outdoors.  Chris Allen reported that the Yolo County Fair Booth was a success and he thanked all that turned out at the booth for a job well done.  They reported that it was a slow day at the fair.  The big attendance days were Thursdays and Friday.  Saturday was slow.   G Richard Yamagata stated that he had heard that the power was out in the commerce building from 5:30PM to 8:45PM.  In spite of that, the people that were there reported that people still stopped by the booth and interacted in the dim light.  

A number of the Davis Democratic Club members were mentioned for volunteering at the booth, along with political candidates and electeds that either showed up or sent representatives to the fair booth.  

It was further announced that things got so crowded at the fair on Friday night, that the parking lot was closed down due to lack of parking spaces.  They registered 30 Dems at the booth.  Other party affiliations were not tallied or tracked at the booth.  It was also stated that Chris Allen was at the YCDCC booth every day and every moment of the fair.  It was stated that this was not done since 2008, when Bob Schelen was at the booth for the entire fair.  

There were items that the YCDCC were asked to endorse from the state capital, but they did not pass.  The YCDCC did endorse one candidate for the West Sac City Council and two candidates for West Sac’s School Board and three people for the upcoming Davis School Board election.  Because five of the candidates are Democrat, at this time, the DDC is not going to single out and endorse any of the candidates.

It was announced that the YCDCC is working with the Garamendi and Dodd campaigns to open a campaign headquarters in Woodland.  They will have a special drive to encourage Latino voters to come to the polls in November.  

The Bean Feed was also mentioned, but further discussion was put off to that later section of the meeting as outlined in the agenda.  But, it was mentioned that the DDC had pledged a $1000 sponsorship at a previous meeting, but the money had not yet been given to the Central Committee.

TREASURER REPORT

Treasurer Ameer Alsawef presented his report to the board with a summary excel file contain summarized financial information for July/August and Year-to-Date - 8 months Jan to August 2014 (Cash Flows-CF), (Balance Sheet-BS) & Profit & Loss (P&L)- C Cash basis, Checks issued & Deposits made. The checking accounts were reconciled (statements received and matched with books-see attached) to August 31, 2014. We still need to issue replacement check to the outstanding check #3258 amount of $151 dated 3/14/13 issued to YCDCC (Re-Catering + memb) after putting stop payment on it with US Bank.  

Here is summary of the activities for July & August:

1. Fund collected                   $   995.00  (deposited) 

2. Expense incurred             $   394.56 ($548.64 Checks issued) 

3. Net Collected over Incurred  was positive by $600.44

3. Contribution paid            $2,500.00 

5. Bank Accounts Beg Bal      $15,012.43 End of June

6. Bank Accounts Ending Bal   $12,958.79 Books balance on 08/31/14. 

7. Bills to pay ($128.69 reimb. )

 Treasurer Alsawaf  requested questions from the board.   Vice President Rick Gonzales requested a report on the number of membership renewals.   Treasurer Alsawaf reported that the club took in $305 in membership dues in July and another $350 in August for a total of $655.  

It was reported that Greg Sanborn, the bookkeeper and compliance officer with the FPPC and the FEC wants to come visit.  It was stated that he will be invited to the October board meeting.  

It was further reported that there is a $150 check that still has not been cashed or deposited by the YCDCC from the DDC.

BOARD MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

Bob Bockwinkel is chair of this committee.  G Richard Yamagata reminded the board that the name of Shannon McCall had been circulated to the Board Membership Committee.  Bob then met with Shannon and interviewed her in another conference room as the board discussed her nomination to the board.  

Bob Bockwinkel reported that Shannon was willing to help out during this current election cycle.  She would help at the campaign headquarters and with the campaigns as much as she could given that she works during the day.  Specifically, she will help Jack and Bob at the headquarters to find people willing to participate in the precinct leaders campaign program that is being implemented for this November’s election.  

While Bob and Shannon were out of the room, it was voiced that one of the board members wanted to make sure that all board members have duties to fulfill.  He was worried that once the election was over that she would have nothing to do in the spring.  Rick Gonzales stated that he did not like that the board only had one woman that shows up to the board meetings at this time.  He said, “the fairer sex needs to be represented on the DDC board, not just a bunch of good ol’ boys hearing themselves talk.”  Rick also said that he respected Shannon’s opinions that she had voiced at the past meeting that she attended and he stated that he did not feel that he was alone in feeling that way.  

President Stephen Souza stated that he was sure that Shannon would step up and fill in as needed by the board after the election.  Bob Schelen stated that he has worked with Shannon in the past and he has observed that she is not a frivolous person.  

BOARD MEMBER OFFICER ELECTION NOMINATIONS

MOTION/VOTE

Bob Bockwinkel made the motion that Shannon McCall be made the newest member of the DDC Board.   This was seconded by Rick Gonzales and Carl Schmid.  The vote was unanimous to elect her to the board.

Chair of the Board Nomination Committee, Bob Bockwinkel requested that if anyone knows of anyone else that should be nominated to the board, they should contact him and he will follow up on the suggestion.

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

Carl Schmid reported that out of 131households that were active members last year, 79 pay basic membership of $15/year.  The remaining 52 memberships are from $25 to over $200.  He summed this up by stating that $1000 per year comes from basic members and $5000 comes from donors to the club. 

It was suggested that the club start a new $500 and above level of acknowledgement and that might encourage even more sponsorships at that level.   [One board member in the room gives over $400/year and another well over $300/year, so the new $500 level idea would more than likely spur people to donate at the $500/year level. ]

Membership Chair, Carl Schmid further reported that all 5 of the Democrats running for the school board are now DDC members.  He also stated that there are still 31 memberships that paid last year and have not yet paid this year.  The total number of individual members are estimated to be over 180 people at this time.  One of the board members that was present that had not yet paid his dues stated that he will pay at the Holiday Party and he is sure that there are other people that will pay their membership at that time.  

NEWSLETTER

Editor Carl Schmid commented on the last newsletter and articles that will be present in the next newsletter.  The current newsletter has an article from Alan Fernandez.  Tim Fenton wrote an article about Davis Democratic Club Day at the Yolo County Fair Booth.  Jake Morgan had promised to write at article about activities at the campaign headquarters, and Wesley was asked to remind Jake about that commitment for the next newsletter.  Also there will be an ad for Mariko Yamada’s Sayonora party as well as an article from her about her leaving the Assembly.  

YOLO COUNTY CAMPAIGN HEADQUARTERS, DAVIS

Wesley is filling is for Jake.  [There is a note in the minutes that state that Jake is having health problems and that is why he was not able to make the meeting.]  Wesley reported that out of 1600 phone calls, about $2,800 has been collected in pledges to the headquarters.  These calls have been made by college interns and college Dems working with the headquarters.  The week following the board meeting, high school students will make more telephone calls.  Bob Bockwinkel stated that there is a very strong response from the Davis High students and all that is needed is that someone bring pizza to the call location and the students will come make the phone calls.    Wesley stated that the “Team Leader Program” is working very well in West Yolo and they have their team leaders in place.  He explained how this program is modeled after the 2010 Obama campaign.  They are doing the same thing:  phone banking, letter writing to the editors of papers,  voter registration drives,  organized precinct walking centered on days that coordinate the effort from the “Team Leader’s” home.  

Davis has been divided into 5 precincts or regions.  They are North, South, West, East and Central Davis.  They still need committed people to step up to be “Team Leaders.”  There are to be 4 team leaders for each of the 5 precincts.  The board brainstormed and came up with 20 names for the 5 regions and will follow up and report at the next meeting who the “Team Leaders” are.  

Vice President Rick Gonzales talked about finances for the headquarters.  He wanted to know where the money was coming from to fund the headquarters.  He stated that he did not want the club to be the only entity paying the bills for the headquarters.  

It was stated that a check for $2500 has already been given to the Yolo County Democratic Central Committee to open the headquarters.  [Though, the $150 has been lost since about the beginning of the year.]  

MOTION

Carl Schmid proposed that the DDC give $8000 in additional funding to the headquarters.  It was specifically stated that this includes the $1000 previously approved.  

DISCUSSION

It was stated that the board needs to consult with Greg Sanborn about donating the $8000.  Bob Schelen, chair of the YCDCC stated that there is no problem with the DDC giving the $8000 to fund the headquarters.  

Carl Schmid stated that the $8000 donation figure [in addition to the $2500 already dispensed] is based upon the $12,000 that is in the treasury and the estimate for bills until the end of the year and seed money for next year.  Mike Syvanen stated that there were only 62 days until the election and that now is the time to spend money.  He felt that the club needs to reach out to thost that would like to donate to the headquarters.  Tim Allen stated that the last 30 days before the election is where you need the money.  It was stated that the headquarters needed $5000 ASAP to continue its efforts.  

AMENDED MOTION

The DDC will give $5500 to the YCDCC at the Bean Feed.  The money will be presented by DDC President Stephen Souza as a challenge for the other political campaign committees to kick in money towards the headquarters.  The club will give a check for the remaining $2000 at the October DDC Board Meeting.  [The club has already written checks for $2500 to fund the headquarters.] 

MOTION/VOTE

The amended motion by Carl Schmid was seconded by Bob Bockwinkel.  The motion passed  

EVENTS

BEAN FEED

With the $2500 sponsorship of the Bean Feed, the club will receive 8 tickets for a table and the YCDCC will throw in wine.   There are four emptyseats available.  It was discussed that many of the board member already have tickets, so Carl Schmid will use some of the tickets to recruit new board members.  G Richard Yamagata will announce that there are tickets available from the DDC for those members that cannot afford the $35/ticket to attend the event.  [In any case there are tickets that other board members have purchased, but will not be able to make the event or will be working the event and not be able to use their two tickets.  There are at least 4 tickets bought and paid for that are not being used.]

Marlene Bell has asked the board to supply 10 more desserts for the bean feed.  At this board meeting, six board members signed up to bring 8 desserts.  There was talk that someone would talk to Monticello Café for a donation of bread pudding to the bean feed.  That took the number of potential desserts to 9 of the requested 10 desserts.    

DAVIS FARMERS MARKET BOOTH

On September 13th, Bill Dodd will be at the Davis Democratic Club booth in Central Park for Davis Farmers Market.  Carl Schmid and Stephen Souza will set-up the booth at 6AM.  The booth will have a spin wheel game and give away campaign bling, like writing instruments, bottles of wine, buttons, t-shirts and whatever else it can find, plus the booth will hand out campaign brochures.  Carl and/or Stephen will watch the booth after it is set-up until relieved at 8AM by the Dodd people.  Mike Syvanen stated he would show up at 9:30AM.  Bob Bockwinkel stated that he would be there from 11:30AM to Noon.  

HUKILAU

Stephen Souza stated that everything should be ready for the Hukilau with food and everything thing else in place for this October 19th afternoon event.  G Richard Yamagata has volunteered to help with set-up, but Stephen said that he can show up an hour to half hour before the event.  G Richard will be bringing the Birthday Cake, which will be a half sheet.  Tim Fenton said that he will telephone the Enterprise for publicity for the event and Arun Sen volunteered to help get proclamations from the City and Mariko’s and Lois’ offices for Betty.  Betty Weir is 99 years old as of August.  Arun Sen and Bob Bockwinkel took flowers independently to Betty and Betty was moved to tears by the two gifts.  

MARIKO YAMADA SAYONARA PARTY

Rick Gonzales asked about club support for Mariko Yamada’s Party.  President Stephen Souza said that the club will officially support the event with newsletter announcements, articles and e-mail announcements.   This event is Sunday, October 12, 2014.  Details are in the e-mail announcement for this event.  Basically the event is 2 to 4PM at the Senior Center in Davis.  Mariko purchased an ad in the club newsletter for the event.  

ELECTION NIGHT PARTY

The election night party will be left up to Wesley and Andrew Kim.  G Richard Yamagata has asked club members to bring food to the event.  For instance he will be bringing pizza, pasta, garlic bread and salad.

HOLIDAY PARTY

This December 14th event is too far off to start planning for it now.  There are also too many events in the coming two months for us to worry about it for now.   We should start discussing the event at the November meeting and we will have two meetings to plan for this event. 

KUDOS

None were offered.

It was announced that the October and November board meetings will be here at the headquarters.  The November meeting will be 1 week after election day on November 11.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:23PM.

Minutes respectfully submitted by G Richard Yamagata on October 6, 2014.


