
Minutes of the Davis Democratic Club Board Meeting

Tuesday, March 3, 2015

Blanchard Room

Yolo County Library Davis Branch in North Davis, CA

Meeting called to order at 7:02 PM by President Stephen Souza

The agenda was presented to the board by the President, Stephen Souza.  Tim Fenton made the motion to approve the agenda.  It was seconded by Bob Bockwinkel.  The agenda was passed with no objections.

The minutes were from the Febuary 2015 meeting were asked about by the board.  They had been e-mailed through a link to the file on the web.  The minutes were also presented to the board by the President, Stephen Souza.   Rick Gonzales made the motion to approve the minutes.  It was seconded by Bob Bockwinkel.  The agenda was passed with no changes or objections.

Quorum is 8 members 

Members Present: 13 members present

President Stephen Souza

Vice President Rick Gonzales 

Treasurer Ameer Alsawaf

Recording Secretary G Richard Yamagata

Corresponding Secretary & Publicity Tim Fenton

Membership Chair & Newsletter Editor Carl Schmid

Past Presidents Bob Bockwinkel & Arun Sen both present

Board Members: Mike Syvanen, Elly Fairclough, Angel Melchor

Ex-Officio:  Bob Schelen YCDCC



Nathan Bentham (UCD) College Campus Dems



Two members of the public were present, Kendra Marsh and Chris Allen. 

Board Members absent:  Will Arnold,  Jonathan Howard, and Betty Weir

Ex-Officio members absent:  Bill Julian, Bill Ritter, Jim Provenza

A quorum is 8 board members.  A Quorum was present at the meeting.

REPORTS

College Campus Democrats

The representative from the College Campus Democrats gave a report to the board.  He stated that the Indigo Awards, held last month, grossed over $3000.  The money will be used to fund the organization’s trip to the California State Democrat Party Convention.  

He reported that most of the members are Sophomores with one Junior as the aged connection to the past for the club – so it is a young club trying to find its feet.

YCDCC

Chair Bob Schelen made the report about the February Meeting.  The YCDCC is reorganizing the Internship Program with new student interns for 2015.  They are also planning for the 2016 presidential election cycle.  They will be holding training seminars for interested parties.  Contact Bob Schelen at 756-4466 for more information.

The results of the AD caucus were discussed.  In addition to those elected, there are 6 appointed delegates, chosen by the State elected representatives from the district.  The results reported by Bob differed from those presented at the last meeting by someone that attended the caucus, which was not Bob.  Contact Bob Schelen at 756-4466 for details or explanation of what happened at the meeting.

TREASURER REPORT

Treasurer Ameer Alsawef presented his report to the board with a summary excel file contain summarized financial information for Jan.

 ------------ From the e-mail

no e-mail received – might have gotten lost in transit – summary below:

Since the Valentine’s Day Party, $1996 was deposited into our bank accounts.  

The Federal Account holds @$6358 and the State Account holds @$704.  He received $200 to $250 in receipts for re-imbursement from the party.  Ameer reported that the club is in good financial shape.  

Ameer asked if there were any questions.   Ameer then volunteered that the club cash position is much better than this same period in time from last year.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS

BOARD MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

Bob Bockwinkel turned his committee report over to Angel Melchor, who introduced Kendra Marsh.  He met her at a Democratic Party meeting in Sacramento and upon discovering that she was from Davis, suggested that she come visit the DDC Board and see if she wanted to take part with the Davis Democratic Club.  Since the board is looking for women to serve on the board, he thought that this would be a good fit.  

Bob Bockwinkel stated that he will talk to her more about what she could do on the board and interview her for membership.  He will report back to the board at the next meeting and state his suggestions for action or non-action.

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

Carl Schimid reported that since the last meeting, we have had 8 renewals.  We are now at the 50% level in terms of renewed memberships.  We have 73 renewals and 73 that have not paid and renewed membership.  

NEWSLETTER

Editor Carl Schmid reported that the next newsletters were ready to be dropped off at the post office and contained an article by Dan Braunstein about single payer health care for all.  The April newsletter will contain an article by Marlene Bell about the upcoming outreach/recruitment meeting.   The May newsletter will contain an article about the Brady campaign.   Sprinkled throughout the newsletters will feature 2015 photos of events.

GENERAL MEETINGS

A short recap/report about the successful “Love Your Electeds” Valentine’s Party was given.  Speeches were given by Lois Wolk, Barbara Archer, Madhavi Sunder, Mr Ruiz for Assemblyman Doud,  and Elly Fairclough for Congressman Garamendi.  The menu of finger food/dessert received a positive response from all that attended.  There were about 50 people that turned out for this event.  

ICE CREAM SOCIAL

President Stephen Souza has been in touch with Lucas Frerichs.  It has been decided that late September would be the best time for this event at his home.  It is hoped to have this late in the month to allow students to attend this event.  

CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH

President Stephen Souza will telephone Bill Julian to set the date for this event.  Stephen will report back next month on what they decide.

APRIL or MAY GENERAL MEETING

It was discussed and decided that the YCDCC will help with choosing the topic and format for this event.  Bob Schelen will coordinate with Stephen Souza and a report will be given at the next meeting.  Various suggestions for the topic were voiced, but it was decided that the YCDCC will make the decision on topic.

4th OF JULY BOOTH

Carl Schmid announced that we have a free booth at City of Davis 4th of July celebration in the park, as long as we were not selling anything.  He proposed that we just hand out campaign literature.  So far, we have the Brady campaign literature to distribute.  There was discussion about selling buttons and t-shirts.  One advocate stated that the club’s purpose was to raise money to spend on campaigns.  Treasurer Ameer was asked if there was any problems in selling items at the booth in terms of reporting to the Federal and State political practices commissions.  He stated that there was no problem with how we are currently set-up in tracking contributions.

MOTION/VOTE

Arun Sen made the motion:  The club will not sell anything at the booth.  The motion was seconded by Elly Fairclough.  The motion passed with 3 abstentions.

NEW BUSINESS

It was brought up that e-mail and phone calls had been made to various board members.  The Board went into closed session to discuss these communications to the board.  

Coming out of closed session, it was agreed by every member on the board that decisions made by e-mail vote by the board will have to be replied upon by each board member to register their response.  Receipt of no e-mail from a board member will be viewed as a “no” or “nay” on the proposed project.  This is not done that often, but due to the time deadline that the board was up against, it was decided to proceed with input from the board, before the next board meeting to meet a two week deadline

DONATION TO COLLEGE DEMS

Bob Bockwinkel proposed that the club give $250 to the College Dems to help them on their trip to the State Party Convention.

MOTION/VOTE

Bob Bockwinkel made the motion that the club give $250 to the College Campus Democrats.  The motion was seconded by Arun Sen.  The motion passed unanimously. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Chris Allen met with Angel Melchor and passed on the passwords to the club Facebook page.  Angel is now in charge of that page.  It was suggested that Angel talk to Carl and Tim about content for the Facebook page.    Chris Allen is sending out bi-weekly newsletters from the YCDCC.  He said that he needs content.  The Campus College Dems and the Davis Democratic Club both said that they will send him information that he can post in the newsletters.  The Campus Dems gave Chris Allen permission to use anything that is on their Facebook page to post in the YCDCC newsletter.

KUDOS

None were offered.

It was announced that the April board meeting will be held in the Blanchard room.

The meeting was once again adjourned at 8:32PM.

Minutes respectfully submitted by G Richard Yamagata on April 6, 2015.


