
Minutes of the Davis Democratic Club Board Meeting

Tuesday, June 2, 2015

Blanchard Room

Yolo County Library Davis Branch in North Davis, CA

Meeting called to order at 7:05 PM by President Stephen Souza

The agenda was presented to the board by the President, Stephen Souza.  Tim Fenton made the motion to approve the agenda.  It was seconded by Mike Syvanen.  The agenda was passed with no objections.

The minutes were from the May 2015 board meeting were asked about by the board.  They had been e-mailed through a link to the file on the web.   A number of the board members had not seen the minutes, so they were not voted upon for approval.

Quorum is 8 members 

Members Present: 12 members present

President Stephen Souza

Vice President absent

Treasurer Ameer Alsawaf

Recording Secretary G Richard Yamagata

Corresponding Secretary & Publicity Tim Fenton

Membership Chair & Newsletter Editor Carl Schmid

Past Presidents Bob Bockwinkel & Arun Sen both present

Board Members: Will Arnold,  Mike Syvanen, Elly Fairclough, Angel Melchor

Ex-Officio:  Bob Schelen

Two members of the public were present, Chris Allen and Mariko Yamada.

Board Members absent:  Rick Gonzales, Jonathan Howard, and Betty Weir

Ex-Officio members absent:  Bill Julian, Bill Ritter, Jim Provenza, Nathan Bentham (UCD) College Campus Dems

A quorum is 8 board members.  A Quorum was present at the meeting.

REPORTS

College Campus Democrats

The representative from the College Campus Democrats did not make it to the meeting.

YCDCC

The big news is the the YCDCC has been renamed the Yolo County Democratic Party.  This was done, because some felt the Yolo County Democratic Central Committee was too ambiguous and confusing.  

Mariko Yamada addressed the board at this point and announced her fundraiser.  It was being held the following Sunday at the Monticello Café.  Mariko thanked the club newsletter for publishing information about her fundraiser.  There was much discussion over the location, because the landlord is trying to evict the café.  There is legal action taking place about this.  Mariko stated that the fundraiser will go on at the Monticello Café.  She stated that her fundraiser was in the early afternoon and Bill Dodd’s fundraiser was in the early evening.  So, people can attend both fundraisers.  Bill Dodd is suppose to announce his running against Mariko Yamada in July.  After making this announcement, Mariko left the meeting to attend another meeting.

TREASURER REPORT

Treasurer Ameer Alsawef presented his last month’s report to the board.  This is because the bank statement had not yet arrived and he had not reconciled the spread sheet.  This should be available next month.  He reported we have about $8000 in the bank in two accounts (Federal and State).  There was only a deposit of $15.  There should be a lot more money coming in this month from the Champagne Brunch.  [Unofficially, the Champagne Brunch brought in $1400.]

COMMITTEE REPORTS

BOARD MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

There has been no action on this front – no new nominees nor people being considered for board membership.

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

Carl Schimid reported that we have 152 households that are current with their dues out of 218 on our roster.   For purposes of caucus representation of the club for electing delegates and choosing Democratic candidates endorsed by the party, we have 152 households representing 228 individuals.

There was discussion about the by-laws, that they might have to be changed.  We were assured by Bob Schelen, that our by-laws are in compliance.  

There was more discussion about the caucuses.  It was stated that an incumbent without a challenger is automatically endorsed by the party.  

It was stated that by November, we need to state, who picks the delegates in our by-laws.   The by-laws committee should meet by November.  I was stated that Lucas Frerichs is a member at large of the Davis Democratic Club and we should contact him about having a by-laws meeting at his home.  

NEWSLETTER

Editor Carl Schmid reported that the next newsletter will be all about the Champagne Brunch.  

GENERAL MEETINGS

GENERAL MEETING with Yolo County Democratic Party

It was announced by Bob Schelen that the county party is working on this and will let the club know how it can help.

CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH

Rick Gonzales was not at the meeting and he will not be around for the Champagne Brunch.  There was a food sign-up sheet and people signed up for what they will be bringing.  Bob Bockwinkel will be bringing the orange juice and champagne.  Stephen Souza will have lots of bottles of water on hand.  

The guests that were invited were John Garamendi, the Davis school board, Bill Dodd, Mariko Yamada, Dan Wolk, Lucas Frerichs, Jim Provenza and Don Saylor.  

4th OF JULY BOOTH

Carl Schmid passed out a sign-up sheet and all time slots were covered.  The electeds were all invited and they will appear when they appear.   We will have Hillary Clinton volunteer sign-up sheets and Mike Syvanen will be bringing material for other Democratic candidates for President.  

County Fair Booth on August 22

We will be having the same double booth location by the door.  There will be a sign-up sheet circulated at the August board meeting.  The date was debated as to whether or not it will conflict with Betty Weir’s 100th birthday party.  It was decided that the fair was the following Saturday.

100th Birthday Extravaganza

Mike Syvanen said that the board and members will be bringing the food.   There was earlier, a comment that the food brought to this event had to be approved by Norma Turner and that she would be paying to have the event catered.  That was denied by Mike Syvanen.  Mike did stated that the club should allocate $100 to clean the site for the party.  

MOTION/VOTE

Tim Fenton made a motion that $100 be approved for cleaning Norma Turner’s house.  Carl seconded the motion.  The motion passed with no objection. 

NEW BUSINESS

The Yolo County Democratic Party is working with the club to advertise the Bean Feed.  There are people making phone calls to remind people about the Bean Feed.  There are flyers that will be handed out at the Champagne Brunch and the 4th of July booth and the County Fair booth, advertising the date and promoting the Bean Feed.  There is a program going on to get 75 donors to the bean feed at the $100 level.  

Ice Cream Social

Lucas Frerichs is picking a date in September for the Ice Cream Social.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

None

KUDOS

None were offered.

It was announced that the August board meeting will be held in the Small room.

The meeting was once again adjourned at 7:55PM.

Minutes respectfully submitted by G Richard Yamagata on July 6, 2015.


