
Minutes of the Davis Democratic Club Board Meeting

Tuesday, July 7, 2015

Blanchard Room

Yolo County Library Davis Branch in North Davis, CA

Meeting called to order at 7:02 PM by President Stephen Souza

The agenda was presented to the board by the President, Stephen Souza.  Tim Fenton made the motion to approve the agenda.  It was seconded by Bob Bockwinkel.  The agenda was passed with no objections.

The minutes were from the May 2015 board meeting had been published and presented on-line to the members.   Tim Fenton made the motion to approve the minutes for the May meeting.  It was seconded by Arun Sen.   The minutes were passed with no objections.

The minutes were from the June 2015 board meeting had been published and presented on-line to the members.   Tim Fenton made the motion to approve the minutes for the June meeting.  It was seconded by Arun Sen.   The minutes were passed with no objections.

Quorum is 8 members 

Members Present: 11 members present

President Stephen Souza

Vice President absent

Treasurer Ameer Alsawaf

Recording Secretary G Richard Yamagata

Corresponding Secretary & Publicity Tim Fenton

Membership Chair & Newsletter Editor Carl Schmid

Past Presidents Bob Bockwinkel & Arun Sen both present

Board Members: Elly Fairclough, Angel Melchor

Ex-Officio:  Bob Schelen (came very late to meeting)

Three members of the public were present, Chris Allen, Jerry Marr and Erica Lake.

Board Members absent:  Will Arnold,  Mike Syvanen, Rick Gonzales, Jonathan Howard, and Betty Weir

Ex-Officio members absent:  Bill Julian, Bill Ritter, Jim Provenza, Nathan Bentham (UCD) College Campus Dems

A quorum is 8 board members.  A Quorum was present at the meeting.

REPORTS

College Campus Democrats

The representative from the College Campus Democrats did not make it to the meeting.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Jerry Marr addressed the board and said that he was from Health Care for All, an organization campaigning for state sponsored Single Payer Health Care Insurance in California.  He stated that there will be a 50th birthday celebration for Medicare in Woodland on July 30.  Mike McCloud, Mariko Yamada and Don Saylor will be on hand to make speeches commemorating this birthday.  

YOLO COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY

The YCDP voted to publicly not endorse “fast track” for the Transpacific Partnership Treaty.  As part of this, it seemed that most, if not all of the board present, was against TPT and support the Unions in their stand against TPT.

Chris announced that he had a new banner sign made for the new name, YCDP.

Chris announced that the YCDP wanted to get in touch with Larenda Delaini.  They want to talk to her to see if she is going to run for Yolo County Superior Court Judge.  Stephen Souza said that he runs into her in his neighborhood and will talk to her about her future plans.

TREASURER REPORT

Treasurer Ameer Alsawef presented his report to the board.  He said that we have about $9000 total, between the two bank accounts, Federal and State.  The Champagne Brunch clear over $1500.  

There is a FPPC report that is due at the end of this month and Greg Sanborn is working on it.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS

BOARD MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

There is no nomination at this time.  Bob Bockwinkel reports that he is talking to someone about joining the board.  No name was mentioned.

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

Carl Schimid reported that we have 187 households that are current with their dues out of 218 on our roster.   For purposes of caucus representation of the club for electing delegates and choosing Democratic candidates endorsed by the party, we have 187 households representing 280 individuals.

NEWSLETTER

Editor Carl Schmid reported that the next newsletter will be about the 4th of July Booth, our Booth at the Davis Farmer’s Market,  the DDC presentation at the ProBizExchange meeting, an article by Bob Schelen, and an article about the upcoming Betty Weir, 100th Birthday party in August.   

The 4th of July Booth was quite successful with 17 people volunteering and showing up at the booth.  We signed up 16 volunteers for help with the Hillary Clinton primary election campaign.  

There was discussion that the Davis Democratic Club needs to make a distinction at its booth activities that it is a different organization than the Yolo County Democratic Party.   There was much discussion about this, though nothing was resolved.  There are 8 members of the DDC board that are voting members of the YCDP.  They were generally elected by the public, appointed by elected representatives or represent the DDC at the meetings.  

Bob Schelen renewed his promise to send Carl a newsletter article.

GENERAL MEETINGS

BETTY WEIR 100th Birthday EXTRAVAGANZA

The party is being coordinated by Arun Sen.  Mike Syvanen was not at this meeting and will not be at the next meeting.   Arun has spoken with Betty’s relatives and they have requested that the party take place in the evening.  They feel that later is better for Betty.  There was a scare – Betty fell while walking in the house and had to be taken to the emergency room.  She is okay and has recovered from that.  

So, the party will take place on August 15 from 7 to 8PM at 506 Filmore Court in West Davis.  This is the home of Norma Turner.   Arun has spoken with Teresa Kaneko, Barbara Slemmons, and Helen Thompson.  They will all make speeches about Betty and the early days of the club.  

Arun will drive her to Norma’s house, but he wants people to be there at Norma’s, out in front to greet Betty as she arrives.  As for food, the money that was to be used to clean Norma’s house will now be used to purchase finger food.  Norma stated that she has a cleaning person that comes in on a regular basis and there is no need for this.  Mike Syvanen will be ordering the $100 in food.  Richard Yamagata will be bringing the cake.  He will also send out an e-mail asking for people to bring light snack food.  There is no donation nor gifts being asked for this event.  

There was discussion that permission needs to be given by John Garamendi’s office to allow outside elected house representatives to come to this event.   There followed a discussion about Ami Berra, who wants to attend the event.  He is in favor of TPT.  John Garamendi and the Yolo County Democratic Party and the Unions are against TPT.  

There are proclamations in the works for Betty.  Lois Wolk is working on a State Senate proclamation.  Also, Arun is going through Lois Wolk’s office to get Governor Brown to record something for Betty are at the very least, write a letter to Betty.  It was stated that Arun will talk to Andrew Kim about getting something from President Obama, most likely a letter.  

The left over champagne from the Champagne Brunch was asked to be used at the party.  It was agreed that we will have cake, punch, and champagne with some finger food.

County Fair Booth on August 22

We will be having the same double booth location by the door in the Exhibition Hall.  There will be a sign-up sheet circulated at the August board meeting.   There will be five, 2 hour shifts from noon until 10PM

BEAN FEED

This event is on October 3 from 5:30PM to 8PM and will be held at the Veterans Memorial complex in Davis.  This is at 14th and B streets.  There will be two stages this year.  There will be a program in the main hall and there will be entertainment out in the garden area.  There is plans to have a lot of booths for Democratic agenda items, like labor unions organizing against TPT, sign up support for the Brady gun control law, single payer insurance in California and much more.  

Bob Bockwinkel and Elly Fairclough are trying to get $100 sponsors for the Bean Feed.  They also will be telephoning members to remind them about the Bean Feed.  They are asking the Board for help in telephoning members.  

ICE CREAM SOCIAL

This event will be on September 12th at the home of Lucas Frerichs.  

GENERAL MEETING with Yolo County Democratic Party

It was announced by Bob Schelen that the county party is working on this with club president, Stephen Souza and will let the club know how it can help.  

NEW BUSINESS

Our representative, John Garamendi will be speaking at the 226th meeting of the Progressive Business Exchange on September 2.  This is a lunch time meeting from noon until 1PM.  All DDC members are invited to attend.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

None

KUDOS

Arun Sen thanked Stephen and Robin for holding the Champagne Brunch at their home, this year.

It was announced that the August board meeting will be held in the Small room and the September meeting will be held at Stephen Souza’s house..

The meeting was once again adjourned at 8:05PM.

Minutes respectfully submitted by G Richard Yamagata on August 3, 2015.


