
Minutes of the Davis Democratic Club Board Meeting

Tuesday, January 5, 2016

Blanchard Room

Yolo County Library Davis Branch in North Davis, CA

Meeting called to order at 7:02 PM by President Stephen Souza

The agenda was presented to the board by the President, Stephen Souza.  Will Arnold made the motion to approve the agenda.  It was seconded by Carl Schmid.  The agenda was passed with no objections.

The minutes were from the December 2015 board meeting had not been published and are not forth coming.  The Recording Secretary was not at that meeting and no minutes were taken.

Quorum is 7 members 

Members Present: 12 members present

President Stephen Souza

Vice President Rick Gonzales

Treasurer Ameer Alsawaf,

Recording Secretary G Richard Yamagata 

Corresponding Secretary & Publicity Tim Fenton

Membership Chair Will Arnold

Newsletter Editor Carl Schmid

Past Presidents Arun Sen 

Board Members: Elly Fairclough, 

Ex-Officio:  Bob Schelen of the Yolo County Democratic Party

Sara Rogers representing Davis College Campus Dems.

Nicole Arnold of the public were present,.

Board Members absent:  Bob Bockwinkel,  Angel Melchor

Ex-Officio members absent:  Bill Julian, Bill Ritter, Jim Provenza

A quorum is 7 board members.  A Quorum was present at the meeting with 12 board members attending.

REPORTS

College Campus Democrats are having their annual Indigo Awards.  They will be honoring Bob Schelen.

YOLO COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY

Bob Schelen talked about the upcoming Pre-Endorsement Caucus, which will be held at the IOOF Hall in Davis, along with two other locations.  All locations will be connected via tele-presence.   Ten club members were selected at the last board meeting in December.  These people were contacted.

In February, there will be a strategy session, planning for this year’s election cycle.  Arun Sen will be the controller for the meeting to keep it on track.  

PUBLIC COMMENT

Nicole Arnold introduced herself to the board and the board members introduced themselves to her.

TREASURER REPORT

Treasurer Ameer Alsawef said that the December statement had not arrived and he could not officially report on December.   He stated that the club took in $1925 in December, most of that from the party.  The balance was about $9500.  There are $290 in bills.  The end result is that there is a net of $9300 in the checking accounts.  The $290 is the bill for the International House for the Holiday Party.  Arun Sen stated that he would donate the $290 in lieu of paying cash dues.  Therefore, the net balance is $9500 in the treasury.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

BOARD MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

Stephen Souza chaired this committee for Bob Bockwinkel.   Rachel Yasui, who attended last month’s board meeting has withdrawn her name for consideration as a board member.  We still need more women on the board.  

Bob Bockwinkel recommended Luis Rios for membership to the board.  Luis has not attended the 3 consecutive meetings as required by the by-laws to be elected to the board (he missed the December meeting after attending the November meeting).  Elly Fairclough suggested that the board elect him to the board with the requirement that his membership will be official after fulfilling the rules according to the by-laws.  

MOTION:

Elly Fairclough made the motion to elect Luis Rios to the board, with the understanding that his membership will take place upon completing his third consecutive meeting as stated in the by-laws.  This motion was seconded by Will Arnold.

The vote was 12-0 and Luis was elected to the board pending his completion of the 3 consecutive meeting requirement as stated in the by-laws.

BOARD ELECTIONS

G Richard Yamagata reminded the board that elections for the officers will take place this year.  Officers are elected every two years.  All people that were present at the meeting said that they were willing to continue as officers.  

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

Will Arnold reported that the club is doing well.  We have 162 households that are current with their dues out of 164 households on our roster.   For purposes of caucus representation of the club for electing delegates and choosing Democratic candidates endorsed by the party, we have 162 households representing 233 individuals.

NEWSLETTER

Editor Carl Schmid reported that we have lots of business going on with the newsletter.  Lucas Frierichs paid for an add in the newsletter.  There was a volunteer article from Luis.  

Next month’s newsletter will feature announcing the Valentine’s Day club dinner.  It will also feature articles about three of the Democrats running for State Senate.      

GENERAL MEETINGS

HOLIDAY PARTY

The holiday party was on Sunday, December 6, 2015.  Rick Gonzales declared the event a success with 80 people showing up, most of these new people.  He stated that clean-up was not bad (though the club paid the I-House for clean-up).  Since this is the third time this event was held on a Sunday with success, it was stated that we should officially hold this event on a Sunday.  Because there are so many new people that showed up to this event, Ameer and Will will work to make a list of these people and send it to the newsletter circulation committee.  

GENERAL MEETING with Yolo County Democratic Party

It was once again announced that the county party is working on this, along with the college campus club and the West Yolo Club and will let the club know how it can help.  

VALENTINE’S DAY PARTY

Arun Sen was tasked with reserving the I-HOUSE.  Since February 15 is a holiday, it was asked that day be reserved.  The event will be from 6 to 8PM.  This event will be the final day to pay dues to be eligible to vote in the board officer election.  

To be able to vote in the 2016 DDC Board Officer Election, you must have paid dues within the time period from February 15, 2015 to February 14,  2016.  The club membership committee is tasked with verifying that dues have been paid.  

Stephen Souza took on the task of inviting the elected Democrats to the party.  

NEW BUSINESS

G Richard Yamagata asked if the club was going to sponsor the Indigo Awards and make it an official club event to fulfill our by-laws.  

MOTION/VOTE

Ellie Fairclough made the motion to sponsor the Indigo Awards with a $250 donation.

Carl Schmid seconded the motion.  The motion passed 12-0.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

There was no old business that was discussed.

KUDOS

No Kudos were given.

The meeting adjourned at 8:07PM.  

Minutes respectfully submitted by G Richard Yamagata on February 2, 2016.


