
Minutes of the Davis Democratic Club Board Meeting

Tuesday, February 2, 2016

Blanchard Room

Yolo County Library Davis Branch in North Davis, CA

Meeting called to order at 7:07 PM by President Stephen Souza

The agenda was presented to the board by the President, Stephen Souza.  Arun Sen made the motion to pass the agenda.  Carl Schmid seconded.  The agenda passed with no objections, changes or corrections.

The minutes were from the January 2016 board meeting had been published and are posted.  Elly Fairclough made the motion to approve the minutes.  Arun Sen seconded the motion.  The minutes passed with no objections, changes or corrections.

Quorum is 7 members 

Members Present: 11 members present

President Stephen Souza

Vice President Rick Gonzales

Treasurer Ameer Alsawaf,

Recording Secretary G Richard Yamagata 

Corresponding Secretary & Publicity  Absent

Membership Chair Absent

Newsletter Editor Carl Schmid

Past Presidents Arun Sen & Bob Bockwinkel

Board Members: Elly Fairclough, Luis Rios

Ex-Officio:  Bob Schelen and Chris Allen of the Yolo County Democratic Party [one vote]

Elizabeth Diaz, Sara Rogers and Nathan Bentham representing Davis College Campus Dems. [one vote]

From the Public:  Mariko Yamada, Steve from America Take Action. 

Board Members absent:  Tim Fenton,  Will Arnold , Angel Melchor

Ex-Officio members absent:  Bill Julian, Jim Provenza

A quorum is 7 board members.  A Quorum was present at the meeting with 11 board members attending.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Steve from America Take Action asked to address the board.  [He refused to sign the attendance book and said that the organization does not have a local office, but is based in Southern California.]   He stated that the campaign finance law that allows for 40 cents per voter be given to all running for state office in the State of California was expiring.  He was collecting signatures to petition that the law remain in effect.  

Mariko Yamada, running for the 3rd District of the California State Senate reported on what happened at the pre-endorsement convention.  The end result was that no endorsement of a candidate won at the pre-endorsement convention for both the State Senate and the State Assembly race.  The issue will be decided at the State Democratic Convention being held in San Jose during the last week of February.  Mariko gave an explanation of the process for the Senate endorsement and Nathan Bentham gave a lengthy explanation of the Assembly endorsement process.

REPORTS

YOLO COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY

Bob Schelen talked about the upcoming, planning meeting for the November election to elect the Democrats running for office.  DDC board members Carl Schmid and Tim Fenton are going to this all day event scheduled on Feb 6.

CAMPUS DEMOCRATS

Nathan Bentham reported on the Indigo Awards held last month which honored Bob Schelen.  He also thanked the DDC for sponsoring that event.  The funds raised by the event will send Campus Dems members to the convention, paying for their lodging.  He also talked about the candidate forum that was scheduled to take place the following weekend on the UCDavis campus.  It was to feature all of the Yolo County Democratic candidates running for state public office.   There are forums and speaker events every week until the June election date.  All one has to do is look on the internet and do a search to find an event near them and at a time convenient for them to attend.

TREASURER REPORT

Treasurer Ameer Alsawef had sent the state and federal reports for 2015 to the board for their examination.  He also sent a copy of the December US Bank statement.   From what I understand, Ameer reported that $1500 has come into the club since the beginning of December minus expenses and that the final amount in our bank accounts is about $9500.  He observed that the club took in $1300 less, last year, than in the previous year.   [Secretary’s note:  This less revenue taken in should not be of concern, because last year was an off-election year.  Donations and membership fees collected are greater in election years than off-election years. ]

COMMITTEE REPORTS

BOARD MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

Bob Bockwinkel reported that Luis Rios is the newest member on the board (pending attendance requirements of the club by-laws.  He needs to attend the March Meeting to complete this requirement.).   

According to the club by-laws, the people running for club officers must be published in the newsletter and that an election should be held in March or April.  The people that have submitted their names for office are:

President – Stephen Souza

Vice President – Rick Gonzales

Treasurer – Ameer Alswaf

Recording Secretary – G Richard Yamagata

Corresponding Secretary – Tim Fenton

Publicity – Tim Fenton

Membership – Elly Fairclough

All of the candidates are running for re-election to the offices that they currently occupy with the exception of Elly Fairclough for Membership Chair.  Carl Schmid resigned that position since the last election, two years ago, and agreed to continue as newsletter editor.  The newsletter editor serves at the pleasure of the board by appointment.  Carl has the full support of the board and there have only been words of praise and kudos for Carl’s handling of the newsletter.

The General Meeting for the election of officers will take place on March 1, 2016, before the monthly board meeting.

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

Interim chair, Will Arnold was not at the board meeting.  There was no report of the membership committee.  The interim chair was not at the meeting to allow the board to discuss if there was a conflict of interest in having a membership chair that was running for Davis City Council.  Will had announced his candidacy right after the last DDC board meeting.  The consensus of the discussion was that Will already had the club membership lists and that was the only thing that members of the board felt that there could be a trigger for an ethical conflict.  Carl Schmid stated that Will was fulfilling all of the duties of the membership chair.  The board did not take a vote but it was agreed that Will Arnold would continue as membership chair, until the March election.  There were no objections.

NEWSLETTER

Editor Carl Schmid reported that activity with the newsletter continues to be heavy.  The newsletter has published statement from all 4 city council candidates.  The next issue will announce the Valentine’s Day dinner/potluck.  It will also have an article about Mark Kropp, candidate for the 4th Assembly district.

GENERAL MEETINGS

GENERAL MEETING with Yolo County Democratic Party

It was once again announced that the county party is working on this, along with the college campus club and the West Yolo Club and will let the club know how it can help.  

VALENTINE’S DAY PARTY

The day of the party that Arun Sen was able to procure the International House was February 14.   The event will be from 6 to 8PM.  This event will be the final day to pay dues to be eligible to vote in the board officer election.  

To be able to vote in the 2016 DDC Board Officer Election, you must have paid dues within the time period from February 15, 2015 to February 14,  2016.  The club membership committee is tasked with verifying that dues have been paid.  

Stephen Souza took on the task of inviting the elected Democrats to the party and he said that was proceeding with success.  It was also agreed that a robo call would be put out to invite club members to the event.  

A list for food items was passed out and an e-mail was sent to the club list informing the members that this would be a potluck event.  

NEW BUSINESS

No new business was introduced.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

There was no old business that was discussed.

KUDOS

No Kudos were given.

The meeting adjourned at 8:05PM.  

Minutes respectfully submitted by G Richard Yamagata on February 29, 2016.


