
Minutes of the Davis Democratic Club General Meeting

Tuesday, March 1, 2016

Blanchard Room

Yolo County Library Davis Branch in North Davis, CA

The general meeting for the election of officers for the Davis Democratic Club Board was called to order by President Stephen Souza at 6:58PM.

There were two members of the Davis Democratic Club not serving on the board present, Rachel Yasui and Luba Schmid.   These people would be  needed for the counting of the ballots in the case of nominations from the floor.

Rita Montes-Martin was not present at this meeting.  She wanted to nominate Rick Gonzales for DDC President.  

President Stephen Souza asked if there were any nominations from the floor for each of the following, announced offices:  

President

Vice President

Treasurer

Recording Secretary

Corresponding Secretary

Membership Chair

Publicity Chair

 President Stephen Souza paused for a response after the announcement of each office.  Stephen then announced, “hearing no nominations from the floor, I declare the nominations closed.  I can now ask for a motion to elect the slate of officers put forth by the board.”  

MOTION/VOTE

Carl Schmid made the motion to elect the slate of officers for the offices as put forth by the board for the 2016 to 2018 term of office.  

They are as follows:

Stephen Souza for President

Rick Gonzales for Vice President

Ameer Alsawaf for Treasurer

G Richard Yamagata for Recording Secretary

Tim Fenton for Corresponding Secretary

Ellie Fairclough for Membership Chair

Tim Fenton for Publicity Chair

Bob Bockwinkel and Rick Gonzales seconded the motion.   All present, including DDC members not serving on the board, voted to approve the slate.  The slate was elected as the 2016 to 2018 officers for the Davis Democratic Club.

President Stephen Souza asked Carl Schmid if he would continue as Newsletter Editor for the club.  The newsletter editor is an appointed position that serves at the pleasure of the board.  Carl accepted the job for another two years.

With no other business before the club, re-elected president, Stephen Souza, declared the general meeting a success and declared the meeting closed.

Minutes of the Davis Democratic Club Board Meeting

Tuesday, March 1, 2016

Blanchard Room

Yolo County Library Davis Branch in North Davis, CA

Meeting called to order at 7:18 PM by President Stephen Souza

MOTION

The agenda was presented to the board by the President, Stephen Souza.  Bob Bockwinkel  made the motion to pass the agenda.  Will Arnold seconded.  

DISCUSSION

At this point the YCDP executive officer made the statement that he was tired of seeing the Davis College Democrats being referred to as Davis Campus Democrats and Yolo County Democratic Party being referred to as Yolo County Democratic Central Committee.  

G Richard Yamagata, who prints up the agenda, stated that he was working off of an old master agenda.  President Stephen Souza stated that he was confident that the changes will be made for future meetings.

VOTE

With the aforementioned changes to the names of the two organizations, the agenda was approved with no objections.

The minutes were from the February 2016 board meeting had been published and are posted.  Arun Sen made the motion to approve the minutes.  Will Arnold seconded the motion.  The minutes passed with no objections, changes or corrections.

Quorum is 7 members 

Members Present: 13 members present

President Stephen Souza

Vice President Rick Gonzales

Treasurer Ameer Alsawaf,

Recording Secretary G Richard Yamagata 

Corresponding Secretary & Publicity  Tim Fenton

Membership Chair Elly Fairclough

Newsletter Editor Carl Schmid

Immediate Past President Arun Sen 

Past President Bob Bockwinkel

Board Members:  Luis Rios and Will Arnold

Ex-Officio:  Chris Allen of the Yolo County Democratic Party 

Elizabeth Diaz, Sara Rogers representing Davis College Campus Dems. [one vote]

From the Public:  Rachel Yasui, Luba Schmid. 

Board Members absent:  Angel Melchor

Ex-Officio members absent:  Bill Julian, Jim Provenza

A quorum is 7 board members.  A Quorum was present at the meeting with 13 board members attending.

PUBLIC COMMENT

There was a report by the Dan Wolk for Assembly campaign that Dan Wolk received the CA Democratic Party endorsement at the 2016 convention in San Jose.  

REPORTS

CAMPUS DEMOCRATS

Sara Rogers reported that 18 UCDavis students got to attend the State Convention because of the money raised by the Indigo Awards held over a month ago, which honored Bob Schelen.   She once again thanked the DDC for sponsoring that event.  The funds raised by the event was the reason that 18 Campus Dems members went to the convention, paying for their lodging.  

YOLO COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY

Chris Allen also talked about the State Convention.  He wanted the record to show that he was very happy that the Davis College Dems did not participate in the “streaking” or drunk nudity that took place among the other college democratic clubs at the convention.  He also stated that it was a convention filled full of activity that did not make for a harmonious gathering of the Democratic Party with party endorsements being contested.  [????, not sure what this all means in respect to previous statement???

Chris Allen next asked for volunteers to interview people for the Yolo County Democratic Party endorsements.  He was asking for residents of Davis needed to interview Davis Candidates.  [This event has already happened and there will be a report next month on the results.]

Chris Allen next asked for help with the joint meeting with the YCDP and college dems, which the DDC has stated it is co-sponsoring.  There was no official response by the board on this request.  The topic of discussion will be college tuition.  

Lastly, Chris Allen reported that the result of the state Democratic Convention was no endorsement in Senate District 3 [Mariko and Bill Doud, plus two others.]  For the 4th Assembly District, Mr Allen reported that Dan Wolk got the state party endorsement.

Chris Allen reported that he now has a server on-line for the clubs to have web sites.  He will meet with Carl Schmid about moving over the club web site to the new server.  G Richard Yamagata also stated that he needs access to the site to add to or edit the calendar announcements for the club.

Luba Schmid brought up a problem with the on-line photo program she is using at the web site.  Chris Allen did not think that this was a problem and that he would work with her on implementing something at the new club web site.

TREASURER REPORT

Treasurer Ameer Alsawef had sent the state and federal reports for 2015 to the board for their examination.  He also sent a copy of the December US Bank statement.  

Federal Account

Beginning Balance on Jan 4 
         $ 8,820.68

Customer Deposits 1 


295.00

Checks Paid 3 



415.93 –

Ending Balance on Jan 31, 2016 
         $ 8,699.75

State Account

Beginning Balance on Jan 4 
            $ 704.00

Checks Paid 1 



  50.00 –

Ending Balance on Jan 31, 2016               $ 654.00
Ameer reported that the bank statement for January has been reconciled.  The statement for February has not yet been received.   The club has received $1450 to $1690 in checks since last month.  The club paid out $360 for the accountant who sends the reports to the Fed and the FPPC.  We also repaid the accountant $50 for a fee owed to the State Secretary of State. 

With the deposits, we currently have a total of $11,727 both in the Fed and State accounts.  

Ellie Fairclough first stated that she would like people to send signed re-imbursement statements and receipts to Ameer.  She does not like the scraps of papers or verbal reporting that is currently being done.  Ameer stated that we do not re-imburse people with out signed dated receipts.  That is the procedure that is in place.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS

BOARD MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

Bob Bockwinkel has nothing to report about new Board Membership prospects.

G Richard Yamagata brought up that we need to re-elect or re-affirm the rest of the board.  He has pruned the names of the board members, removing people that have not shown up since October of last year (2016).  It was stated that if people did not know who was removed from the list, it is because they have not been attending the meetings and are not missed.  No one could state at the meeting, who was missing.

The board members at large that need to be re-affirmed are Will Arnold and Angel Melchor.   Upon discussion, it was stated that even though Luis Rios was elected to the board and his position was contingent upon his attending tonight’s meeting, he was added to the list of board members to be elected to a 2 year term of office.  

MOTION/VOTE

Carl Schmid made the motion to re-affirm and re-elect Luis Rios, Will Arnold and Angel Melchor as board members to the 2016 to 2018 DDC Board.   This motion was seconded by Arun Sen.

The motion passed with the approval of all present.

The ex-officio member list was next addressed.  Bill Julian is an ex-officio member of the board, because we have the annual champagne brunch event at his home.  Also on that ex-officio list is Jim Provenza.  Jim requested this ex-officio seat on the board as a county supervisor representing Davis.  

MOTION/VOTE

Bob Bockwinkel made the motion to re-affirm and re-elect Jim Provenza and Bill Julian as ex-officio board members of the DDC board.  The motion was seconded by Carl Schmid.  The motion passed with everyone voting for the motion.

It was noted that we had not re-elected Arun Sen, Bob Bockwinkel and Carl Schmid.   It was stated by G Richard Yamagata that Arun Sen was immediate past president and that Bob Bockwinkel was past president and did not really need to be re-elected to the board as they performed their duties to the club in those capacities.  G Richard Yamagata also pointed out that Carl Schmid as newsletter editor was re-appointed by President Stephen Souza during the earlier General Election meeting.   There was discussion of all of this and in the end there was a motion to re-elect Bob Bockwinkel and Carl Schmid to the board.  Arun Sen will continue as immediate past president of the club and did not have to be re-elected.

MOTION/VOTE

Stephen Souza made the motion to re-affirm and re-elect Carl Schmid and Bob Bockwinkel as board members to the 2016 to 2018 DDC Board.   This motion was seconded by Bob Bockwinkel.  [This probably violates Robert’s Rules of Order, but no one made note of this.]  There were no objections to the motion and all votes favored approval and so the motion passed.

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

Ellie Fairclough has stated that the membership list that she has is not the same as the list being kept by Carl Schmid.   Stephen and Ellie will meet to make sure that she has the updated list.  Ellie will send the added members’ e-mail addresses to Carl for the newsletter and to Richard for the e-mail lists.

Ellie reported that she is working with Will Arnold on a remit envelope for members to send in their payment and their information needed by the club to report to the FPPC.  These envelopes are like the ones used by political candidates to collect money and endorsements.  The news was met with great enthusiasm and there were ideas voiced by other board members, like inserting them into the newsletter and using them at Davis Farmers Market.  Ellie reported that the project should be printed up after the first of June in time for the Champagne Brunch.

NEWSLETTER

Editor Carl Schmid asked that everyone on the board pose for a picture.  The next newsletter will have a report about the board election with the photo.  There will be a report about the Valentine’s Day party and an article from Jim Provenza.  [There have been two newsletters published since this board meeting.]

GENERAL MEETINGS

GENERAL MEETING with Yolo County Democratic Party

VALENTINE’S DAY PARTY

The report was that we had 60 plus people in attendance, even with the event taking place on Valentine’s Day.  It was theorized that we could have had even more people in attendance.  Also, it was suggested that we schedule a keynote speaker and schedule the party a year in advance.  It was suggested that we schedule the first Friday of December for the Holiday Party and the Friday before Valentine’s Day.  G Richard Yamagata stated that the International House schedules their own events on Fridays.  It was then suggested that Arun Sen try to schedule the events on Friday with the I-House and if not possible on the nearest Sunday.  

CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH

Rick Gonzales will talk to Bill Julian to schedule the use of his home and yard at Willow Bend.  The date the board selected was June 12th and time from 11Am to 2PM.  The Board discussed who will be asked to speak at the event.  It was decided to ask Andrew Kim for help in finding a speaker.

NEW BUSINESS

As an item of new business, Chris Allen once again asked for volunteers to interview candidates at the candidates forum in West Sacramento that coming Saturday.  This is for the YCDP to select endorsed candidates.

The second item of new business was for the Davis Democratic Club to officially sponsor the Garamendi for Congress Pasta feed.  

MOTION/VOTE

Carl Schmid made the motion that the club sponsor the John Garamendi for Congress Pasta Feed with the understanding that the club will have 2 tables for 8 people each.  The motion was seconded by Arun Sen and the motion passed with no objecting votes.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

There was no old business that was discussed.

KUDOS

Kudos were given to Ellie Fairclough for taking on the membership chair position and jumping right in and implementing improvements.  

The meeting adjourned at 8:35PM.  

Minutes respectfully submitted by G Richard Yamagata on April 5, 2016.


