
Minutes adjusted from discussion at the May 3, 2016 meeting.

The minutes were approved with the two changes.

Minutes of the Davis Democratic Club Board Meeting

Tuesday, April 5, 2016

Blanchard Room

Yolo County Library Davis Branch in North Davis, CA

Meeting called to order at 7:04 PM by President Stephen Souza

Quorum is 7 members 

Members Present: 12 members present

President Stephen Souza

Vice President Rick Gonzales

Treasurer Ameer Alsawaf,

Recording Secretary G Richard Yamagata 

Corresponding Secretary & Publicity  Tim Fenton

Membership Chair Elly Fairclough

Newsletter Editor Carl Schmid

Immediate Past President Arun Sen 

Past President Bob Bockwinkel

Board Members:  Angel Melchor

Ex-Officio Emeritus:  Barbara Slemmons

Ex-Officio:  Chris Allen of the Yolo County Democratic Party 

From the Public:   Derek Pell

Board Members absent:  Luis Rios and Will Arnold

Ex-Officio members absent:  Bill Julian, Jim Provenza, Elizabeth Diaz or Sara Rogers representing Davis College Dems [one vote].

A quorum is 7 board members.  A Quorum was present at the meeting with 12 board members attending.

[Recording Secretary’s notes

On February 2, 2010, Barbara Slemmons announced that she would not be running for Publicity Chair of the Davis Democratic Club.  At that meeting, it was voted upon and decided that emeritus status would be bestowed upon Barbara Slemmons for her decades of service to the Davis Democratic Club.  It was discussed with Betty Weir, if she wanted the same status and Betty refused, indicating that she would continue to come to the meetings and serve as treasurer of the club.  Betty ran for re-election to the board for the office of treasurer for the 2010 to 2012 term of office.  As an emeritus board member, Barbara would not be required to show up to meetings to meet attendance requirements to remain on the board.  At this meeting, Barbara came and exercised her right to vote as an emeritus board member.]

MOTION/VOTE

The agenda was presented to the board by the President, Stephen Souza.  Carl Schmid  made the motion to pass the agenda.  Arun Sen seconded.   The agenda was passed as presented without one dissenting vote.

The minutes were from the March 2016 general club meeting/election and the board meeting had been published and are posted.  

MOTION/VOTE

Bob Bockwinkel made the motion to approve the minutes of both meetings as one point of action.  Arun Sen seconded the motion.  The minutes passed with no objections, changes or corrections.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Derek Pell came to the meeting.  He stated that he was inspired by the Bernie Sanders campaign to become more active in politics.  He announced that he was running to be a Bernie Sanders delegate at the upcoming caucus to be held in April.  He committed to writing an article for the club newsletter about the upcoming caucus.  

REPORTS

COLLEGE DEMOCRATS

There were no UCDavis undergraduate students at the meeting.   There was no report given on their activities.

YOLO COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY

Chris Allen informed the board that Lucas Frerichs and Will Arnold won endorsement by the Yolo County Democratic Party.  Matt Williams was being called back by the YCDP for a second interview.  All three are running as Democrats in the Davis City Council race this June.  [Secretary’s notes:  Matt Williams was not endorsed by the YCDP, because of this stand on collective bargaining, which was viewed as anti-union.]

Chris Allen next asked for help with finding another location for the campaign headquarters in Davis.  He stated that the last headquarters off of 3rd street was not seen as easily seen by the public.  He stated that the YCDP wanted something highly visible on a main thorough fare.

It was discussed and stated that the Davis Democratic Club would be asked to carry most of the cost of the headquarters.  The Garamendi campaign is not participating, because there is no Democrat candidate running in opposition to Garamendi.  

Problems with finding a suitable location were discussed.

1. The location must be highly visible to the public.

2. There must be lots of free public parking available

3. It must be close to the public transit bus stops

4. The rent price must not be too expensive.

5. The location must be large enough to house the various campaigns.

Chris Allen then stated information about the delegate caucuses to be held later this month of April.  The deadline to declare was stated as April 13 and that people should contact Bob Schelen if they wanted to run.

TREASURER REPORT

Treasurer Ameer Alsawef had sent the state and federal reports for March 2016 to the board for their examination.  He also sent a copy of the February  US Bank statements.  

Federal Account

Beginning Balance on Mar 1    
       $ 11,524.75

Customer Deposits 1

           1, 420.00

Checks Paid 1 



560.00 -

Ending Balance on Jan 31, 2016 
        $12,384.75

State Account

Beginning Balance on Mar 1 
            $ 654.00

Checks Paid  0



     0.00 –

Ending Balance on Jan 31, 2016               $ 654.00
Ameer reported that the bank statement for February and March have been reconciled.  We are now up to date.   

With the deposits, we currently have a total of $13,038 both in the Fed and State accounts.  

Ellie Fairclough once again stated that she would like people to send signed re-imbursement statements and receipts to Ameer.  She does not like the scraps of papers or verbal reporting that is currently being done.  Ameer stated that we do not re-imburse people with out signed dated receipts.  That is the procedure that is in place.  G Richard Yamagata promised to send his donation receipts to Ameer.  [This was not done by the deadline and will be submitted for the next reporting period.]

COMMITTEE REPORTS

BOARD MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

Bob Bockwinkel has nothing to report about new Board Membership prospects.

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

Elly Fairclough first thanked Carl Schmid for his note about Judy Gabor in the newsletter.   Judy’s family thanked the club for the newsletter note of condolence on behalf of the club.

Ellie reported that work with Will Arnold on a remit envelope for members to send in their payment and their information needed by the club to report to the FPPC has been completed.  She passed out envelopes to the board members that indicated that they could use and distribute them.  These envelopes are like the ones used by political candidates to collect money and endorsements.  She stated that the cost was $170 and that Will Arnold was donating his purchase of the envelopes to the club.

At board member Rick Gonzales’ request, it was revealed that we have 83 of 140 households that have renewed their memberships.  Ellie stated that the vast majority of these memberships have renewed at the $100 to $200 level of membership.  

Elly next went over the membership payment process and the recording of their data.  In that process, Elly will try to sit at the sign-in/payment table.  She stated that she will be unable to attend the Champagne Brunch and hopes that someone will be able to sit at the table to help Ameer.

NEWSLETTER

Editor Carl Schmid stated that there was already an article about the delegate caucus in the newsletter.  He also reported that there is a Pro and Con article about Measure A in the newsletter.  

GENERAL MEETINGS

GENERAL MEETING with Yolo County Democratic Party

This event is still being planned before the end of June and will be a joint event hosted by the YCDP, the DDC and the Campus Dems.

CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH

Rick Gonzales will talk to Bill Julian to schedule the use of his home and yard at Willow Bend.  The date the board selected was June 12th and time from 11Am to 2PM.  

It was decided that it was time to increase the price of this event.  What was decided was to raise the price by $10 over last year.  The new price will be $35 per person and $45 for a couple.  

The Board discussed who will be asked to speak at the event.  It was announced that Bob Schelen had contacted Vice Chair of the California Democratic Party, Eric Bauman, to be the keynote speaker.  If he is unable to speak, Bob has Jack Chiang and Kimberly Ellis on speed dial as alternate speakers.   If all of those people are not able to speak, Rick Gonzales suggested having Carlos Alcala, head of the Chicano Latino Caucus as the keynote speaker.  

HOLIDAY PARTY

Past President Arun Sen said that he signed up the club to use the International House for this event on December 4, a Sunday.  He stated that the Valentine’s Day party could not yet be scheduled at the I-House, because they do not have a 2017 calendar started for sign-ups for next year.

FINISHED BUSINESS

The board at the last meeting had stated that it did not want to take a position on endorsing anyone for this June primary election cycle.  This has now changed, because Mariko Yamada has made a formal request of the DDC Board to endorse her for the June primary.  Mariko is running for the California State Senate District 3.

Stephen had instructed G Richard Yamagata to send out a suggestion that the club send out a questionnaire to all of the Democrat candidates for this office and that at the next board meeting in May, the board would make a decision.  Since Mariko Yamada made a formal request to him over a week before the meeting, Stephen wanted to put the question as to whether or not the board should endorse Mariko.  Stephen stated that he was inclined to endorse Mariko, because of all the volunteer work she has done at events and for the club.  

G Richard Yamagata read from the by-laws, that it is the policy of the Davis Democratic Club board not to endorse in primary elections.  But, there is a set of rules in the by-laws that allow for such an election.  It was brought up that the club had in the past endorsed in a bitter election and that people had quit the club over the endorsement.  That is why a two-thirds plus one vote was required to endorse a candidate or political position.  Stephen Souza stated that this is basically a three quarters vote threshold.

MOTION

Tim Fenton made the motion, that the Davis Democratic Club Board endorse Mariko Yamada for California State Senate District 3.  

DISCUSSION

Chris Allen was the first to speak, stating that his instructions from Bob Schelen were to inform the board that the YCDP is constrained by the State Party’s convention decision to not endorse anyone for the California third State Senate district.  The YCDP bylaws are chartered by the State Party and they are held to the decision of the state party.  Chris Allen stated that the Davis Democratic Club is chartered through the YCDP and that the rules have changed.  The clubs are not held to any decision by the YCDP.  As such, the Davis Democratic Club can do whatever it wanted in the case of this or any other endorsement.

Tim Fenton, Arun Sen, Carl Schmid, Elly Fairclough, Rick Gonzales and Barbara Slemmons all gave testimonials as to why the club should endorse Mariko.  G Richard Yamagata stated that he had been contacted by 5 people since the agenda was published on-line at 3:30PM and the opinions stated were three for endorsing no one and two for endorsing Mariko and given that, he could not vote for the endorsement.   [G Richard had also talked to another former board member and spouse and even though they support Mariko Yamada for the State Senate 3rd District, they believed that the club should not endorse when two or more “good” Democrats are running in the primary election.] 

Rick Gonzales then asked the question, why the board did not think about it all and vote at the May meeting as Stephen originally suggested and then proceeded to analyze the process out loud and answered his question in front of the board.  At this point, Arun Sen called the question.

Before the vote, with the number of board members present, President Stephen Souza announced that 9 votes were needed for endorsement from the 12 board members present.

VOTE

The vote was 9 for endorsing Mariko, 2 against and 1 abstaining vote.  The motion passed.  It was agreed by all that the press release should prominently state that the club endorsed and supported Mariko Yamada because of her long years of public service for the citizens of Davis and long years of volunteering with the Davis Democratic Club.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

There was no old business that was discussed.

KUDOS

Kudos were given to Barbara for showing up to the board meeting and casting the deciding vote on the endorsement issue.  President Stephen Souza stated that her presence made for a dramatic moment in the club history.  

Kudos were given to Ellie Fairclough for continuing with the membership chair position and for continuing to improvements.  

Mentioned in the Kudos were a letter from the College Dems thanking the DDC for its donation to the Indigo Awards.  It was stated that without the donation, the large number of students would not have been able to attend the State convention.  

Also mention was a letter from John Garamendi, thanking the DDC for its sponsoring of his Pasta Dinner and paying for two tables at this event.

The meeting adjourned at 8:11PM.  

Minutes respectfully submitted by G Richard Yamagata on May 3, 2016.


