
Minutes of the Davis Democratic Club Board Meeting

Tuesday, February 7, 2017

Blanchard Room

Yolo County Library Davis Branch in North Davis, CA

Meeting called to order at 7:02 PM by President Stephen Souza

Quorum is 7 members 

Note:  Please note that the newsletter roster is incorrect.  Will Arnold is no longer on the board because of meeting conflicts and the tradition is that no elected official holds a board seat.  There were 13 board members at the beginning of this meeting.

Members Present: 13 members present

President Stephen Souza

Vice President Rick Gonzales

Treasurer Ameer Alsawaf,

Recording Secretary G Richard Yamagata 

Corresponding Secretary & Publicity  Tim Fenton

Membership Chair Elly Fairclough

Newsletter Editor Carl Schmid

Immediate Past President Absent

Past President Bob Bockwinkel

Board Members:  Derek Pell, Dillan Horton, Angel Melchor

Ex-Officio: Bob Schlen

Ex-Officio: College Dems were represented

Board Members absent:  Luis Rios and Arun Sen

Arun Sen was an excused absence, because he was in Sutter Hospital.

Ex-Officio members absent:  Bill Julian, Jim Provenza.

A quorum is 7 board members.  A Quorum was present at the meeting with 13 board members attending.

During the meeting, 4 new board members were elected.  This brings the membership of the board up to 17 members.  The new quorum requirement is 9 board members are needed.  Depending upon who does not show up at the next meeting, the board may lose a member and become 16.

MOTION/VOTE

The agenda was presented to the board by the President, Stephen Souza.  Carl Schmid  made the motion to pass the agenda.  Dillan Horton seconded.   The agenda was passed as presented without one dissenting vote.

MINUTES

There were no minutes presented from the previous meeting.  G Richard Yamagata had published the most pertinent items in e-mail announcements from the board meeting to our members.  The most important of these was the January 4th Assembly District Caucus elections.  The board insisted that formal minutes be written up for the next meeting.  

ATTENDANCE

Attendance was taken by signature in the DDC register book, which was passed around and signed.  Recording Secretary G Richard Yamagata was more concerned about a get well card for Immediate Past President Arun Sen and a birthday card for President Stephen Souza and the book was not collected from this meeting and currently lost.  It was noted by the recording secretary that Arun Sen and Carlos Rios were not at this meeting.  There were a number of Davis Democratic Club members at this meeting.  There is a $20 reward for the return of the book, which is written on the preface page of the register with the recording secretary’s phone number, so he is fairly certain that the book will be returned.

PUBLIC COMMENT

There were a number of guests at the meeting, including the newly elected 4th Assembly District representatives.  They all spoke and said a few words.

REPORTS

HIGH SCHOOL DEMOCRATS

Dillon Horton gave a report that the high school club is still in an organization stage.  He is talking to high school teachers about being advisors to the club.  

DDC PRESIDENTS REPORT

President Stephen Souza has been tweeting on Twitter, telephoning radio talk shows and doing his best to RESIST!  He stated, that others need to do this to be heard and make their voices heard to show all of our dissatisfaction with the current regime.  From his discussion, the FaceBook committee will look into re-starting the club Twitter page.

YOLO COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY

Bob Schelen talked about the 4th AD Caucus elections.  There was tremendous attendance and people spilled out of the room and everyone could not fit due to fire marshall occupancy limit requirements.  There were a number of the elected representatives present at this meeting.

Bob went on to discuss the YCDP officer elections which occurred two days later.  Bob Schelen was elected chair.  Angel Melchor was elected vice chair.   Marlene Bell was elected as secretary.   The controller or treasurer is Arun Sen.  Dillan Horton was elected Executive Director.   Alice Kessler was elected Parlimentarian.

Bob talked about the March 4th retreat, where everyone would gather to get to know each other so that the YCDP could work as a team.  He went on to talk about the special meeting between all of the clubs – DDC, College Dems – and the YCDP.  It is planned that CA Assembly Speaker Perez will come speak and Senator Elizabeth Warren will  speak via skype.  The meeting will be held on the UCDavis campus.  More will be discussed at the next meeting.  

Bob stated that two new clubs have been started and possibly another club in West Sac will be chartered.

Bob finished by saying that the Davis Democratic club needed to submit an accounting of the members.  This is important to determine how many delegates the club can send to the pre-endorsement caucuses.  Elly Fairclough, Stephen Souza and Chris Allen will work on this and get it to Bob Schelen by the deadline in March.

COLLEGE DEMOCRATS

Although there were College Dems at this meeting and they did vote at this meeting, no formal report was given in the absence of the president, Elizabeth Oramas Diaz.

TREASURER REPORT

Treasurer Ameer Alsawef had sent the state and federal reports for March 2016 to the board for their examination.  He also sent a copy of the February  US Bank statements.  

Federal Account

Beginning Balance on Dec 1    
       4,197.13

Customer Deposits 2

       2,296.00

Ending Balance on Dec 31, 2016       $ 6,493.13

State Account

Beginning Balance on Dec 1 
            $ 654.00

Checks Paid  0



     0.00 –

Ending Balance on Dec 31, 2016               $ 654.00
Ameer reported that the bank statement for December hs been reconciled.  

With the deposits and our bills, we currently have a total of $7,150 both in the Fed and State accounts.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS

BOARD MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

Bob Bockwinkel reported that he has met and interviewed 6 potential additions to the board.  He is presenting 4 of them for election at this meeting.  They are:

Tom Dowling

Jan Agee

Giles Giovinazzi

Juliette

MOTION/VOTE

Carl Schmid made the motion that all 4 members be elected as a slate.  Derek Pell seconded the motion.  

Tim Fenton made a substitute motion that the board members needed to have all paid their dues as stated in the by-laws.   The substitute motion was:  All four club members will be elected to the board as a slate and their membership is contingent upon Elly Fairclough, membership chair, confirming that they have all paid their membership fees.  This motion was seconded by Elly Fairclough.  

The vote on the motion was called by Bob Bockwinkel and passed with no dissenting votes and no abstaining votes.

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

Elly Fairclough reported that we have about 210 members on the club roster.  There are about 180 active memberships.  She stated that the club is in excellent shape and she expects more membership renewals at the Valentine’s party on February 12.  

It was suggested that the club purchase “RESIST” buttons.  It was agreed that this was a good idea and that 250 buttons would be purchased and used in member recruitment.

NEWSLETTER

Editor Carl Schmid stated that there was already an article about the delegate caucus in the newsletter.  He also stated that there was a section in the newsletter for pictures from the “love your electeds” event on February 12.  He planned to have an article by Bill Dodd.  He also planned to have an article about Will Arnold written by a local boy scout as part of a merit badge project.

GENERAL MEETINGS

GENERAL MEETING with Yolo County Democratic Party

This event was addressed by Bob Schelen.

LOVE YOUR ELECTEDS

This event has been planned and will take place on February 12.  People can start bringing their food items and decorations at 4:30PM.  A list was circulated for items to be brought by the board.

CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH

Rick Gonzales was asked to talk to Bill Julian for a date in June for this event.

FARMERS MARKET BOOTH

Dillan  Horton volunteered to do a booth at Farmers Market on Wednesday March 1.

HEATH CARE FOR ALL

MOTION/VOTE

Bob Bockwinkel made the motion that the Davis Democratic Club sponsor the Heath Care for All event on March 21.  This event will take place in the Blanchard Room and start at 7PM.  This motion was seconded by Rick Gonzales.  

The motion passed with no objections or abstaining votes.

ACT BLUE

Derek Pell asked permission from the club to proceed in setting up an Act Blue web site to collect money for the club.  G Richard Yamagata stated that he was worried about the procedure for canceling month to month auto debit subscriptions.  Derek stated that it was very simple to cancel these.  G Richard Yamagata stated that he would act as a guinea pig and pay for 3 months, an auto debit subscription and then cancel it.  Richard stated that if something goes wrong, someone may have to pay the credit card  penalties.  Richard is involved with month to month credit card billing of clients and it costs his company $1.80 per credit card debit that is refused.  Derek stated that he did not think this would be a problem and stated that it was easy to cancel the auto debit process at Act Blue.  

MOTION/VOTE

Derek Pell made the motion to receive permission by the Davis Democratic Club to proceed to set-up an Act Blue account to accept credit card donations over the internet.  Bob Bockwinkel seconded the motion.  

The motion passed with no objections or abstaining votes.

KUDOS

G Richard Yamagata, Bob Bockwinkel and others all wished Stephen Souza a Happy Birthday.  Stephen was given a card signed by all of the board members present and a mixed moonshine drink for his birthday.

Bob Schelen stated that he wanted the meeting dedicated to Arun Sen.  G Richard Yamagata concurred and all present sent their best wishes to Arun for a speedy recovery.  There was a card that was signed by all present.

MOTION/VOTE

Carl Schmid made the motion to adjourn the meeting.  Bob Bockwinkel seconded the motion and the meeting closed to great enthusiasm.

The meeting adjourned at 8:48PM.  

Minutes respectfully submitted by G Richard Yamagata on March 6, 2017.


