
Minutes of the Davis Democratic Club Board Meeting

Tuesday, March 7, 2017

Blanchard Room

Yolo County Library Davis Branch in North Davis, CA

Meeting called to order at 7:02 PM by President Stephen Souza

Quorum is 9 members 

Members Present: 15 members present

President Stephen Souza

Vice President Rick Gonzales

Treasurer Ameer Alsawaf,

Recording Secretary G Richard Yamagata 

Corresponding Secretary & Publicity  Tim Fenton

Membership Chair Elly Fairclough

Newsletter Editor Carl Schmid

Immediate Past President Arun Sen

Past President Bob Bockwinkel

Board Members:  Jan Agee, Tom Dowling,  Derek Pell, Dillan Horton, Angel Melchor

Ex-Officio: College Dems were represented by Elisabeth Oramas Dias

Ex-Officio: YCDP was represented by Chris Allen and DDC Board Member Dillan Horton

Board Members absent:  Luis Rios, Juliette Crites, Giles Giovinazzi 

Giles Giovinazzi had asked the President for an excused absence

Juliette Crites had asked the President and Recording secretary for an excused absence.   

Ex-Officio members absent:  Bill Julian, Jim Provenza.

A quorum is 9 board members.  A Quorum was present at the meeting with 15 board members attending.

During the meeting, 1 new board member was elected.  This brings the membership of the board up to 18 members.  The new quorum requirement is 10 board members are needed.  [A board member was automatically removed from the roster for missing 3 meetings in a row without an excused absence.  The board is now down to 17 members on the roster.]  Depending upon who does not show up at the next meeting, the board may lose a member and become 17.

MOTION/VOTE

The agenda was presented to the board by the President, Stephen Souza.  Arun Sen  made the motion to pass the agenda.  Carl Schmid seconded.   The agenda was passed as presented without any dissenting vote.

MINUTES

There minutes were presented from the February meeting.  Most of the board did not have time to examine them.  There was one correction noted, that Julliette is not just Julliette, but is Julliete Crites.   The minutes for February and March will be considered for approval at the next meeting.

ATTENDANCE

Attendance was taken by signature in the DDC register book, which was passed around and signed.   The register book was picked up from the Yolo County Davis Branch Library by President Stephen Souza.  He declined to accept the $20 reward for recovery of the book.  

The following people were excused for missing this meeting:  Juliette Crites, Giles Giovinazzi

Luis Rios has the following attendance: P=Present
A=Absent
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He was absent on February 7, December 6, November 1, September 7, August 2, July 5 and April 4.  He should have been removed from the board list after the September 7 
meeting.  He had missed 3 meetings in a row at that point.  He had a 50% attendance record last year.

The by-laws state that an individual cannot miss 3 meetings in a row.  It also states that a person cannot miss 3 meetings in a 5 meeting reporting period.  This is to prevent members from showing up every other meeting or 50% of the time.

PUBLIC COMMENT

There were a number of guests at the meeting.  They all spoke, introducing themselves and said a few words.  The guests included:  Saira Delgado, Jerry Marr, Melisea Johnson-Camacho, Christian Monsees, and Samip Mehta.  MRC Greenwood and Priya Sah were present for consideration as a board member.

The Davis Democratic Club voted at the previous meeting to sponsor the Health Care for All general meeting during the month of March.  Jerry Marr spoke about the event.  He also asked for prayers for Dan Burstein.  He has a bout of pneumonia, which is quite serious.  

Christian Monsees spoke about a March event coming the Friday after the meeting.  This event was a presentation by a Hiroshima survivor, Takashi Tanemori.  It cost $5 at the door and was on Friday from 7PM at 2205 Haring Hall.  He also mentioned the Indigo Awards, which did not have firm date, but was tentatively scheduled for April 21 at 7PM at a location to be announced.  No motion was made by any of the board members to sponsor this event.

REPORTS

HIGH SCHOOL DEMOCRATS

Dillon Horton gave a report that the high school club is still in an organization stage.  

DDC PRESIDENTS REPORT

President Stephen Souza continues to be active on Social Media.

YOLO COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY

Dillan Horton talked about the YCDP retreat.  He stated that this was done to get more cohesion in the organization, so that people can work better together.   He next stated that Bob Schelen was going to ask Gavin Newsom to speak at this year’s Champagne Brunch.  

COLLEGE DEMOCRATS

This report was already given by Christian Monsees in public comment.

TREASURER REPORT

Treasurer Ameer Alsawef stated that he had yet to receive the March US Bank statements.  

Ameer reported that after January and February, the club had $11,900 in both the Federal and State accounts.  The club had deposited $4000 during the two months.

With the deposits and our bills, we currently have a total of $11,900 both in the Fed and State accounts.  

Ameer and Arun Sen both discussed the transfer of the DDC oversight from our current campaign over-sight treasurer to a new firm.   If the club goes to River City, which does the Yolo County Democratic Party over-sight, it will cost $400/month or $4800/year.  It was generally agreed that was no an acceptable amount for the club to continue to function.  It was stated that  Rita Copeland did FPPC filings for $100/month.  Stephen stated that he had done his own filings for years with no problems with the FPPC.  This will be reported upon more next month.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

BOARD MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

Bob Bockwinkel reported that he has met and interviewed 2 potential additions to the board.  He is presenting 4 of them for election at this meeting.  They are:

MRC Greenwood 

Priya Sah

G Richard Yamagata stated that according to the by-laws a person must have attended two meetings in a row to be considered for membership on the board.  

After much discussion, it was stated that Priya Sah would be voted upon at the next meeting.  It was stated that Priya had impeccable credentials.  It was concluded that the board needed more women and younger people on the board.

It was stated that MRC Greenwood had impeccable credentials and should be made a member of the board.  She stated that she could not attend the next meeting in April, but said that she could attend in May.  President Stephen Souza gave her special dispensation and that she could be voted upon at the May meeting.

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

Elly Fairclough reported that we have about 210 members on the club roster.  There are about 180 active memberships and 90 of them have paid at levels higher than the $15/year level.  We picked up two new $200 members in the past month.  

There are 35 members that have yet to renew this year.  The list was given to Bob Bockwinkel to follow up on contacting these people.  G Richard Yamagata volunteered to contact two of the people that he knew and with whom he had contact within the last two months.

It had been suggested that the club purchase “RESIST” buttons.  Stephen Souza brought in the buttons.  These buttons will be sold at the DDC Farmer’s Market booth for $2 a button.  Dillan Horton is doing the tabling for the DDC.  The booth will collect signatures, do voter registration and recruit members for the Davis Democratic Club.  Tim Fenton will re-edit the DDC “one card” or information sheet to entice new members to join.  Also at the booth, will be the donation/membership envelopes for the DDC.   Derek Pell will provide the social media links to be included on the one sheet to Tim Fenton.  These include the Facebook and Act Blue links.

NEWSLETTER

Editor Carl Schmid stated that the newsletter will feature the date and time of the Champagne Brunch, once that has been established.  It will feature articles by either Don Saylor, John Pamperin, and/or Delaine Easton.  Rick Gonzales is in charge of contacting Bill Julian.  He has been out of the country and Rick will contact him once he gets back.  [This was done and the day and time of the Champaign Brunch is:  Sunday, June 4, 11:00-2:00 pm.]

GENERAL MEETINGS

GENERAL MEETING with Yolo County Democratic Party and Campus Democrats is scheduled for this month – contact Bob Schelen.

DDC sponsored general meeting with Health Care for All has already been covered in public comment.

CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH

Rick Gonzales needs to contact Bill Julian for a date in June for this event.  [This was done and the day and time of the Champaign Brunch is:  Sunday, June 4, 11:00-2:00 pm.]

FARMERS MARKET BOOTH

Dillan  Horton volunteered to do booth presences at Farmers Market on Wednesdays.

ACT BLUE

Derek Pell  gave a report on ACT BLUE.  The account has been set-up and is working.  G Richard Yamagata stated that he tried it and has a recurring transaction set-up and will try to cancel it after 3 months.  He stated that he was concerned that people will get their credit cards dinged twice, during the first month.  The recurring transactions occur on the 30th of each month and he stated he did not know what happens in February.  Derek stated that he will look into it.

Derek stated that he will set-up payment systems through ACT Blue for advance ticket sales to the Champagne Brunch.  

Derek state that he will e-mail the web site links to Carl Schmid, Tim Fenton and G Richard Yamagata to disseminate to the public via newsletter, one sheet and e-mail.

Dillan Horton reported that the Facebook page is up and running and linked from the DDC homepage.  He reported that they have 992 friends that came in over 3 days through a $14.95 ad to recruit friends.  Facebook is a social media network and friends have friends and the club can reach out to thousands of people once the network has been set-up.  This can increase attendance to events by 150 to 200 people.  Dillan wants permission to spend between $15 to $30 per month to advertise on Facebook.

MOTION/VOTE

Bob Bockwinkel made the motion that the club sponsor an event or ad at Facebook once a month for $15.  Arun Sen seconded the motion.

The motion passed with no objections or abstaining votes.

NEW BUSINESS

Derek Pell wanted to introduce an item for vote on the club endorsing a gubernatorial candidate.  President Stephen Souza stated that the club will not entertain such motions until May.  He stated that we should use this opportunity to recruit big name speakers for the Champagne Brunch.  Delaine Easton was mentioned as a speaker for this year’s brunch, along with Gavin Newsome.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

The general meeting with the YCDP and the Campus Dems has been cancelled this month.  Bob Schelen may come to the next meeting to talk more about it.

KUDOS

The board all gave kudos to Dillan and Giles for explaining Facebook. 

The board thanked Derek for all of his hard work on ACT Blue.

Arun Sen  stated that he appreciated the meeting dedicated to him.  He also deeply appreciated the card from the board and all of the visits by board members.

MOTION/VOTE

Carl Schmid made the motion to adjourn the meeting.  Derek Pell and Arun Sen seconded the motion and the meeting closed to great enthusiasm.

The meeting adjourned at 8:20PM.  

Minutes respectfully submitted by G Richard Yamagata on April 4, 2017.


