
Minutes of the Davis Democratic Club Board Meeting

Tuesday, June 6, 2017

Place:  Blanchard Room of the Davis Branch, Yolo County Library in Davis.  

                         315 East 14th Street

                         North Davis, CA 95616

Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM by President Stephen Souza

Quorum was 8 members 

Members Present: 13 members present

President Stephen Souza

Vice President Rick Gonzales

Treasurer Absent

Recording Secretary G Richard Yamagata 

Corresponding Secretary & Publicity  Tim Fenton

Membership Chair Elly Fairclough

Newsletter Editor Carl Schmid

Immediate Past President Arun Sen

Past President Bob Bockwinkel

Board Members:  Jan Agee, Tom Dowling,  MRC Greenwood, Giles Giovinazzi, Derek Pell, 

Ex-Officio:  Ex-Officio: College Dems were represented by Christian Monsees and Francisco Lo’pez Montaine

Board Members absent:  Ameer Alsawaf, Dillan Horton, Angel Melchor, Julia Crites, Priya Sah.

Juliette Crites has asked the President and the Board for a 6 month leave of absence. 

Bob Schelen asked for an excused absence for Dillan Horton, who was on special assignment for the Yolo County Democratic Party in West Sacramento on this evening. 

Ex-Officio members absent:  YCDP or Bob Schleen, Bill Julian, Jim Provenza.

There were no guests present:.

A quorum is 8 board members.  A Quorum was present at the meeting with 13 board members attending.

MOTION/VOTE

The agenda was presented to the board by the President, Stephen Souza.  Carl Schmid  made the motion to pass the agenda.  Derek Pell seconded.   The agenda was passed as presented without any dissenting vote.

MINUTES

There minutes were presented from the previous meeting --  May meeting.  There were a number of corrections that were asked for.  

One correction was that Juliet Crites name was/has been misspelled and needed to be corrected.

It was noted by Bob Schelen in an e-mail, that the minutes stated that he correctly was at the meeting and contributed at the meeting and yet in the roll call section of the minutes, it was reported that he was not at the meeting.  

MOTION/VOTE 

The minutes were moved for approval with the above corrections by Bob Bockwinkel.  The motion was seconded by Carl Schmid.  The minutes were corrected and approved with no dissent from any member of the board.

ATTENDANCE

The following people were excused for missing this meeting:  Julia Crites and Ameer Alsawaf.

The by-laws state that an individual cannot miss 3 meetings in a row.  It also states that a person cannot miss 3 meetings in a 5 meeting reporting period.  This is to prevent members from showing up every other meeting or 50% of the time.

PUBLIC COMMENT

There were no guests at this meeting.  

REPORTS

Davis Campus Dems

Christian Monsees spoke about the Indigo Awards.  The event was a great success at the Natsoulas Art Gallery.  Christian thanked the board for the sponsorship of the event.  This was a very heavily attended event with over 125 people attending the meeting.

He also reported that the Campus Dems had a fantastic membership going into next year and that they had a better, invigorated membership than they have had in years.  Christian will continue to attend the board meetings through the summer and Francisco will continue to attend the meetings in the Fall.

Carl Schmid thanked the Campus Dems for their help with the take down and clean up of the Champagne Brunch.

HIGH SCHOOL DEMOCRATS

Dillon Horton was not present and no report was given.  

DDC PRESIDENTS REPORT

There was no report.  Stephen encouraged people to continue to 

A report about the California State Democratic Party Convention in Sacramento was given by Derek Pell.  Derek reported his observations on the votes that were covered by the news reports.  The bottom line, Derek stated, the party needs to come together and unite, rather than find ways to divide itself with infighting.  This was Derek’s first convention as a delegate and reported that is was both exciting, awe inspiring and satisfying to participate.  

Arun Sen reported that he was also in attendance and was approached by Gavin Newsom for a photo of support, which he declined.

YOLO COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY

Derek Pell reported on the YCDP meeting.  Upon the first vote, there was no recommendation on party leadership of the Democratic Party at the State convention.  Don Saylor broke the deadlock and switched to support Kimberly Ellis and Norma Acala, who were officially endorsed by the Yolo County Democratic Party for Chair and Vice Chair.  Dan Weitzman was endorsed for party Secretary.   There were 60 people in attendance with 43 of them able to vote.

There was no work on the Joint meeting, which the Davis Democratic Club is a co-sponsor.  

TREASURER REPORT

Treasurer Ameer Alsawef had previously e-mailed the bank statements to the board.  

Ameer reported via e-mail and as stated by Elly Fairclough that after April, the club had $13,395.70 in both the Federal and State accounts.  This total is from the bank statement.  The club had deposited $2424.15 from the Champagne Brunch, which is not in that reported total.

With the deposits and our bills for the month of May, we currently have a total of $12,700 both in the Fed and State accounts with $450 in outstanding checks.  

Elly reported that there were @ $2000 that came in from renewed memberships and @1200 taken in from the gate – people that paid to get into the Champagne Brunch.  She reported that we have 80% renewals of membership and that 160 have paid up so far in 2017.  

Elly stated that there needs to be a separate table for people that had pre-paid their tickets or were current members with checks and a separate table for those paying cash and /or paying for new club memberships.  What she further suggested is that people that the club already has contact information be asked to just check a box that they are current members with information on file and indicate how many guests that they were paying for.  Otherwise, the people need to fill out contact information.

Tim asked that the club develop the ability to prepay for tickets through Act Blue.  It was stated that the club needs to set-up the ability to track the donations through an e-mail 

 system in addition to the payments being sent to the PO Box.  

MRC Greenwood asked if there was a reason why the club could not process credit card payments using the Square credit card processing system.  It was stated that we need to first get the report system set-up for the Act Blue payments.  It was reported that $50 in payments came in during May.  There was a $20 recurring donation by Giles and a $30 renewal of membership from another member.

It was once again stated that Act Blue web site bots would e-mail people on the finance committee about payments to the club.  That system has yet to be put into place, but the club is working on this.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

BOARD MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

Bob Bockwinkel reported that he is following the board recommendation that there be a moratorium on new membership nominations.  

At this point, Derek Pell stated that he was looking to move to Walnut Creek and therefore was resigning form the Davis Democratic Club board of directors.  He will still be a volunteer on the Act Blue, Social Media and the web site committees.  The domain name is now being paid for by Giles and being transferred from Derek.  

MOTION/VOTE

Bob Bockwinkel next asked the board for Juliet Crites, a 6 month leave of absence from the board.  This request was seconded by Tim Fenton.  This motion was passed with no objection by the board.  

The result of this action is that Juliet Crites will remain on the roster as a board member, but will not be counted in the quorum requirement for voting at meetings.  She will start attending meetings in January 2018.

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

Elly Fairclough stated that she had already presented her report during the Treasurer’s report.  She stated that there have been 160 household membership renewals.  It was further discussed that the estimate started by Carl Schmid as membership chair that still applies is that it is 1.5 members per household gives the number of members.  This places the total number of members at 240 dues paying members.

NEWSLETTER

Editor Carl Schmid Stated that he had articles lined up by MRC Greenwood, Bill Julian and Lunar Frankell.

GENERAL MEETINGS

GENERAL MEETING with Yolo County Democratic Party and Campus Democrats is on hold --  contact Bob Schelen for information.

CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH

Rick Gonzales reported that there were 20 RSVPs and that 100 people showed up at the event.  

Rick reported that Bill Julian and Robin Kulakow did a lot of work at that event that was hosted at their home.  He requested that a special thank you letter be created and mailed to them.  Tim Fenton said that he could do that for the club.  The letter will be signed by Stephen Souza as President of the board on behalf of the club and board.  [This was changed later in this reported section by Stephen Souza.]

Rick also stated that Kelly did a lot to help and kept the food moving out of the kitchen to the serving table.  Also helping with the food was Robin Souza, even though she had on arm was in a sling.

Rick also wanted people to know that thanks and note of thanks must be given to Bill Julian, Stephen Souza, Rick Gonzales, Derek Pell, Robin Souza for their work on the morning of the event.  Bob Bockwinkel also thanked board member Jan Agee and club member Dan Braunstein.   He also wanted to recognize Bob Marr for his help on Sunday morning and the Campus Dems and Derek Pell for all of their help on Sunday morning.  Luba Schmid was thanked for her pictures, of which there were requests for copies of the photos to be e-mailed to various board members that wanted them.

Rick stated that tit was a great venue with good entertainment, plenty of champagne and the perfect amount of food.  

Arun Sen stated that it must be noted that Bill Julian paid for half of the entertainment costs.  Arun stated that he wanted to also contribute to the entertainment bill.

Rick also thanked all of those that showed up on Saturday to set-up for the event and they included:  Rick Gonzales, Richard Yamagata, Bill Julian, Carl Schmid, Tim Fenton, Robin Souza, Bob Bockwinkel, and Arun Sen.  

President Stephen Souza stated that he would get a card and send it to Bill and Robin on behalf of the board and the Davis Democratic Club for hosting the Champagne Brunch.

4th of July Booth

Carl passed out the sign-up sheet for the booth.  They will start at 1:30PM and operate in 2 hour shifts.  G Richard Yamagata stated that he will turn out at 1PM to help with the set-up.  MRC Greenwood volunteered to decorate the booth.

FARMERS MARKET BOOTH

There was no discussion of this booth presence. 

YOLO COUNTY FAIR BOOTH

Rick Gonzales stated that the booth will run in 2 hour shifts.  This is usually on Saturday, which he stated was August 12.  [According to the Yolo County Fair web site, Saturday of the fair will be August 19.]

FALL BARBECUE

Stephen Souza volunteered his home for the site of this event.  The event would be a Hukilau, a Hawaiian festival event.  At date will be forthcoming, either in September or October.

ACT BLUE, FACEBOOK and TWITTER

Derek Pell and Giles gave a report on this, Facebook and Twitter.  They reported the Facebook site had 476 Followers.  Jan Agee is populating the Facebook page with content and events.  

Derek Pell finished with his work on the new Davis Democratic Club WIX website.  He plans to continue this work for the club.

NEW BUSINESS

There was no new business.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

There was no unfinished business discussed.

KUDOS

G Richard Yamagata asked for Kudos for Stephen and Robin for hosting the last board meeting at their home.  Stephen stated that that was not needed.  It was generally agreed by the board that it was a very good gathering and that they all enjoyed the refreshments and food provided at their home.

The board all gave Kudos to Rick Gonzales for all of his work coordinating the Champagne Brunch, including the logistics of ferrying the rented tables and chairs to and from the event site.  

Rick Gonzales asked for Kudos for Robin Souza for bringing additional chairs and tables to the event site and to Stephen Souza.

The board all gave Derek Kudos for his continued and continuing work on the social media and web site work

The meeting adjourned at 8:28PM.  

Minutes respectfully submitted by G Richard Yamagata on July 3, 2017.


