
Minutes of the Davis Democratic Club Board Meeting

Wednesday, September 5, 2017

Place: 
     Home of MRC Greenwood

                           5033 El Cemonte Avenue

                           South Davis, CA 95618

Meeting called to order at 7:01 PM by President Stephen Souza

Quorum was 8 members 

Members Present: 16 members present

President Stephen Souza

Vice President Rick Gonzales

Treasurer Ameer Alsawaf

Recording Secretary G Richard Yamagata 

Corresponding Secretary & Publicity  Absent

Membership Chair Elly Fairclough

Newsletter Editor Carl Schmid

Immediate Past President  Absent

Past President Bob Bockwinkel

Board Members:  Jan Agee, Tom Dowling, MRC Greenwood.

Ex-Officio:  Ex-Officio: College Dems were represented by [Official sign –in Name} Christian Monsees.

Board Members absent:  Arun Sen, Tim Fenton, Dillan Horton, Giles Giovinazzi, and Priya Sah.

Arun Sen, Tim Fenton and Giles Giovinazzi were excused absences cleared by the President.

ATTENDANCE

The by-laws state that an individual cannot miss 3 meetings in a row.  It also states that a person cannot miss 3 meetings in a 5 meeting reporting period.  This is to prevent members from showing up every other meeting or 50% of the time.  

Priya Sah has missed 3 of the last 5 board meetings and so is removed from the board.  Also, she has not participated in board activities like signing up for a committee, which is passed around at each board meeting.  Nor has she attended or helped with club fundraiser events like the champagne brunch or fall barbecue.

Ex-Officio members absent:  Bill Julian, Jim Provenza, Bob Schelen.

There were 5 guests present:  Linda Deos, Saira Delgado, Sean Raycraft, Judy de Cesare and John Pamperin.

A quorum is 8 board members.  A Quorum was present at the meeting with 12 board members attending.

AGENDA

The agenda was presented to the board by the President, Stephen Souza.   The order of the items was changed to move New Business from near the end of the meeting to the first item on the agenda.  This new business was Bill Julian’s motion on DDC public endorsement of HR 669 and scheduling of a pubic form/DDC general meeting in November.  All other items remained in place.

MOTION/VOTE

Bob Bockwinkel  made the motion to pass the agenda.  Carl Schmid seconded the motion.   The agenda was passed as presented without any dissenting vote.

MINUTES

There minutes were presented from the previous meeting --  August meeting.  There was one correction that was asked for.  It was stated:

“Stephen Souza announced that if he drafted to run again, he would object to being elected president of the DDC.  BUT, if anyone else wanted to run for the office, he would step aside and said that if anyone wanted to take over as president during 2018-19, he would step aside.”

This sentence should read “would not object…”  The word “not” had been left out and changes the entire meaning of that section of the minutes.

MOTION/VOTE 

The minutes were moved for approval with the above corrections by Bob Bockwinkel.  The motion was seconded by Carl Schmid.  The minutes were corrected and approved with no dissent from any member of the board.

NEW BUSINESS

Bill Julian had previously sent to the board 3 documents, outlining his proposals, motions and plans about HR 669.  HR 669 is the bill co-authored and co-sponsored by our representative in congress, John Garamendi.  It was stated that it was planned to have all of the California Democratic Caucus endorse the bill.  Already, Mike Thompson, Jackie Speier, Barbara Lee, and Alan Lowenthal, all from California, had co-sponsored the bill.  There were 51 congressmen co-sponsoring the bill. 

The text of the bill is to re-iterate that only congress can declare war.  It stipulates that the first strike use of nuclear weapons is in fact a declaration of war.  Therefore, the resolution states that the President of the United States cannot and shall not order the use of nuclear weapons against a foreign power without a formal declaration of war by congress against that foreign power.  

In addition to the public endorsement of HR 669, Bill Julian asked the club to hold an open public forum for a club general meeting to be held in late October or in November.  

The Recording Secretary reminded the board that Bill Julian is an ex-officio member of the board and therefore has a vote on the board.  

MOTION

MRC Greewood presented a motion for the Davis Democratic Club to publicly endorse and support John Garamendi in his efforts to bring HR669 to a vote.  This would be done through the public letter that Bill Julian had sent to the board.  One line in the letter was changed in the letter.  Also, the other three action points proposed by Bill Julian would be pursued by club members.  Carl seconded this motion.

Bob Bockwinkel stated that Bill Julian will take the lead on the action points.  The first action point was public endorsement by the club and public statement of support of the club for John Garamendi through a letter.  The second action point is the letter would be sent to the press and will be distributed via social media and the print newspapers.  Step three will be the scheduling of a public forum to educate the public about HR669.  There was already a venue found for the November general meeting/form, which was a church here in Davis.   The club will work with Bill Julian and the Davis Quaker church  to set up the forum/general meeting in late November.  [This has changed to the Davis Unitarian Church and the date has since changed to January 2018.]  Step four would be to clarify who in congress, the letter would be sent to and whom, they or their representatives, would come speak at the public forum event in November as co-sponsors of the bill.  

It was decided that once these details have been worked out, the November meeting would be announced at the 65th Anniversary Barbecue in two weeks.  [Because the time and place for this event was changed after the board meeting, this announcement was not done.]

VOTE

Bob Bockwinkel called the question to a vote.  The motion passed unanimously with no objections or abstentions.  

REPORTS

YCDP REPORT

Bob Schelen mailed in his report to the board.  He once again talked about State Senate Bill 562 and reported that it had passed committee with the recommendation to pass it as amended by the committee.  One of the things Bob reported was that independent audits have been posted that report what effect passage of the bill will have on the state fiscal budget.  This has stimulated public debate, but Bob states that people should not get excited because the process takes 2 years to complete and we are only 7 months into the process.  Once again, Bob is trying to educate the public about the process of passing a bill in the state legislature and calling for patience and restraint.  

The YCDP has completed the initiation of the Neighborhood Leader program.  They are now, actively signing up people to be precinct captains, getting people mobilized to get out the vote during the election cycles.   It was once again requested that Bob Schelen bring an outline of the organization of the Neighborhood Leader program and a delineated plan, so many point plan, on how the program will work to flip the house and the senate to a future general meeting of the club.  Bob stated that there are seven congressional districts that have been identified to be flipped in the state of California.  It was stated at the meeting that one of the board members that is most active on this is Tom Dowling.  A sign-up sheet was passed around the meeting.

Bob finished the report, saying that something needed to be done about President Trump Ending Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA).  The YCDP voted to condemn this action at their meeting.  

COLLEGE CAMPUS DEMS

Chris Monsees stated that this is the last month of summer break and that students are making their way back to campus.  He outlined their plan for recruitment of new students that should be arriving very shortly for orientation week.  The College Campus Dems and he are excited by the prospects of attracting new, inspired members this fall.  

He went on to report that the College Campus Dems are working on a public town hall meeting with the California Secretary of State, Alex Padilla.  The site will more than likely be on campus at UC Davis and will be in late October.   

The most immediate issue is the ending of DACA.  The students are working to do something about this and they are told that the campus administration is coming up with a strong response.  The Campus Dems, then asked the club for support on responding against the end of DACA by Trump.  President Stephen Souza stated that the club will act on this later in the meeting in its new business.

ASSEMBLY LIASON

Saira Delgado, the representative form Cecilia Aguiar-Curry’s office announced the opening of her district office in Davis, California.  It is in the county building at 600 A Street, the county building in Davis.  The phone number for the office is (530) 757-1034.  The date for the opening celebration is on September 29th.  In the mean time Assemblywoman Aguiar-Curry is supporting SB 54, the sanctuary bill that protects the rights of undocumented people to public services and asking that an amendment be added in response to the ending of DACA.  It was stated that the UC system supports this amendment and that Rep Aguiar-Curry is in close contact with the UC administration.

DAVIS HIGH SCHOOL DEMOCRATS

No one on this committee was at this meeting.

JOINT DDC, YCDP, Campus Dems meeting

There was no announcement about the Joint meeting, which the Davis Democratic Club is a co-sponsor.  This public meeting was scheduled for May 2017.

TREASURER REPORT

Treasurer Ameer Alsawef had previously e-mailed the bank statements to the board.  

Ameer announced that the problems with River City Business Services have been cleared up.  The person that we were working with is now gone from the office.  We have a new person handling our account, Melissa.  She is very responsive and the e-mails that have been flowing are not disturbing to the board members that see them.  

As for the balances, as of 29th of August, the club had 14,091 marked as Federal funds and 604 marked as State funds.  Of that money, 13306 is deposited in the Community First Bank in Madison.  There remains 604 in US Bank marked as State money and 784 marked as Federal money in separate accounts.  

Ameer stated that he will send a detailed report to the board on the finances.  [This report was received by the President.  It was also received by those board members on that are on the executive committee and the finance committee.]  

ACT BLUE

There was a report of $19/month coming in from Giles Giovinazzi for the month of August.  This is a recurring donation made by Giles.

WIER-WILLIAMSON AWARD

President Stephen Souza will meet with Vice President Rick Gonzales to decide upon this year’s recipient of the award.  Traditionally, only two people meet t decided the winner of the award, which were the President of the club and Betty Weir, the founder of the award.  The master plaque has missing the names of the winners from 2012 and 2015.  

The two executive members are leaning towards giving the award to a group.  [It was later discovered that the named group had representatives in the room.]  It was stated that the board can contribute with recipient names by contacting Stephen or Rick.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

BOARD MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

Bob Bockwinkel reported that he is following the board recommendation that there be a moratorium on new membership nominations, but would like to soon vote upon two potential board members.  He had introduced Linda Deos, last month.  She has done an outstanding job with volunteer work on the DDC Twitter account.  

Bob also has been talking to Sean Raycraft.  Bob said that Sean is interested in being a young voice on the board.  Sean is also interested in joining the communication committees and would strive to fair and open in his communications and outreach to the public at large.  

MOTION/VOTE

Carl Schmid asked for the moratorium to be lifted from the process of new board member nominations and elections.  Elly Fairclough seconded the motion.  The board voted all in favor of lifting the moratorium with no objections.

Bob Bockwinkel then proceeded to talk about Linda Deos and her background and her community work.  

MOTION

Carl Schmid made the motion to nominate and elect Linda Deos to the board.  MRC Greenwood seconded the motion.  

The Board met in closed session to discuss the nominee.  To summarize, she was very active with the new Democratic Party and the new formed clubs in Yolo County.

VOTE

The question was called by Rick Gonzales.  The vote was unanimous.

Linda Deos was warmly welcomed to the DDC board, when she returned to the room.

2018 BOARD ELECTIONS

The slate of officers will be ready on October 3 and will be published in the next newsletter after that meeting.

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

Elly Fairclough stated that she had 6 renewals/new memberships since the last meeting.  These included two large contribution memberships, two 100 dollar memberships, and 2 smaller memberships.  Elly stated that there have been 185 household membership renewals and new memberships. 

Elly asked for the club to approve the $90 for post office box.  The President asked for the treasurer Ameer to pay the bill.  

Elly reported that there remains 39 unpaid memberships from last year.  He asked Carl to increase the number of printed labels/newsletters to 225.  

Elly brought in a New York Times magazine article, entitled THE NEW FRONT IN GERRYMANDERING WARS:  DEEMOCRACY VS MATH.  It is interesting to the club, because it is interested in phone banking to call areas out of state, trying to make a difference across the country.  There was much discussion at this point of the meeting.  The President redirected the board to the agenda.

Elly next stated that she would be interested in serving as Membership Chair for a year, not the full 2 year term.  

 NEWSLETTER

Editor Carl Schmid thanked everyone that made the last newsletter possible.  This last newsletter featured information about the upcoming Hukilau event on September 17 and featured on of the founding members that is still in the club is Teresa Kaneko and she told her memories of the club from 1952 and sitting in the living room of Betty Weir.  This will be the celebratory theme of the Hukilau on September 17 with birthday cake.

The upcoming newsletter will feature an article about the opening of Cecilia Aguiar-Curry’s district office and a notice of the passing of Eric Conn, one of the longest supporting member of the club.  

GENERAL MEETINGS

GENERAL MEETING with Yolo County Democratic Party and Campus Democrats remains on hold --  contact Bob Schelen for information.

FALL BARBECUE

Stephen Souza volunteered his home for the site of this event.  The event would be a Hukilau, a Hawaiian festival event.  At date will be September 17 and it is currently planned to begin at 6PM.  The time is subject to change, depending upon the weather.  This will be the 65th birthday of the Davis Democratic Club and there will be a birthday cake paid for by the Recording Secretary.  If board members wish to bring food, Stephen will supply recipes for people to use to prepare the food.  Items that will be featured will be:  Hawaiian Kalbi Barbecued Ribs, Pineapple Upside Down Cake, Surfer Slaw, and SPAM Sushi. 

Other items needed are water, beer, wine and Hawaiian fruit salad.  Also, we need someone to bring Kings Hawaiian Bread to the event.    

YOLO COUNTY BEAN FEED

This event is on October 8.  The Davis Democratic Club has sponsored this event at the $2000 sponsorship level.  There are a number of tickets available for this event.  

HOLIDAY PARTY

This event will be at the I-House.   Bob Bockwinkel and G Richard Yamagata are to ask on Wednesday about scheduling the I-House for this event.  The event date will be December 3 from 6 to 8PM.  

LOVE YOUR ELECTEDS

This event will be at the I-House.  Bob Bockwinkel and G Richard Yamagata are asked to on Wednesday about scheduling the I-House for this event.  The event date will be February 11 from 6 to 8PM.  

ACT BLUE, FACEBOOK and TWITTER

Bob Bockwinkel reported that Linda Deos has taken over the DDC Twitter account and is re-tweeting articles every day.  The account is showing lots of activity.  

Giles and Jan are posting articles.  They state that people do not like to have to search for things on their own, therefore, the posts from the club has all of the pertinent links to support the stories that are of interest to people.  Also, photos are what people are interested in seeing.  So far, there are 660 followers that contribute as many as 2550 comments to a single posting.  

Bob reported about the Facebook activity.  He stated that the site is currently at over 4000 likes and 660 followers.  He gave stats for numerous articles and views for some are in the thousands and reposts of the articles are in the hundreds.  They are working to post articles from the newsletter at the twitter site, which are being reposted at other sites.    They have succeeded in reposting 7 articles from past newsletters at Facebook.  

The committee is working to get a social media photo platform up and running for the club.

NEW BUSINESS

The board took up the issue of President Trump ending DACA.  All of this was made moot by events that took place in the days following the board meeting.

The board asked for comprehensive community action in response to the ending of DACA.  

Step one, the board asked for an educational program to be established by volunteers.  The goal would be for the DDC committee to educate the community by providing the information and guide the participants to figure out the process for renewing their visas.  

It was commented that the thirteen UC Campuses are already doing this.  

It was then suggested that the DDC support an educational event for UCDavis students affected by DACA and co-sponsor it.  

It was stated that the DDC and the Campus Dems could plug into the chancellor’s office to achieve this end.  

It was stated that the club should look to harness national organizations and the business communities that are affected by the ending of DACA.  There are a lot of these groups, companies and corporations that are already moving against the presidential executive order.  One of the suggestions is that the club write letters of support to the national organizations and corporations and to write letters of condemnation to the Republican legislators.  

It was stated that the club needs to encourage other groups and political bodies to protect the rights of the students and to ensure that these students can remain in the US to continue to live and go to school.  It was stated that there already is a lot of action going on, trying to do this, like the large corporations and the UC chancellors and other college presidents working to protect their student interns and students.  It was further stated that debt relief, hurricane relief, war with North Korea and other news items may soon eclipse the ending of DACA by executive decree.  It was suggested that the club also talk to the unions to try to get them to talk to and to influence decision makers and policy makers to blunt the political issue.  

It was stated that AB540 was already addresses the problem.  It was stated that a public meeting sponsored by the Davis Democratic Club, needs to take place with a panel discussing AB 540.  This would redirect public attention on the issues that face these students and keep it in the public eye.

MOTION

Bob Bockwinkel made the motion that the DDC give a blanket endorsement of any activity against the Presidential Executive Order ending DACA.  

This motion was too broad for the board.  MRC Greenwood and Stephen Souza made the substitute motion that the club take this issue to Facebook and Twitter.  After the Hukilau, a statement from the club will be created by the club and posted on Facebook and Twitter.  MRC and Stephen will draft this statement and get it to Tim for distribution to the press.  

Bob Bockwinkel agreed to this substitute motion and called the vote.

VOTE

The motion passed with enthusiasm shown by the board for this plan of action.  All votes were cast for this motion.   

CONCILIO OF YOLO COUNTY

MOTION

Bob Bockwinkel made the motion to sponsor the Concilio scholarship and award event at the $300 level.  The motion was seconded by Linda Deos.

DISCUSSION

Rick Gonzales gave a presentation about the Concilio scholarship program and how many students it has helped over the 3 decades that it has been in existence.  He also covered public award part of the program.  The Reverend John Pamperin is the recipient of a Life Time Achievement Award for his work in the Davis Community.  He said a few words in support of the Concilio program.  The sponsorship includes 2 tickets.  Stephen Souza and Rick Gonzales would coordinate the ad.  

VOTE

The motion passed with no objections.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

There was no unfinished business discussed.

KUDOS

Stephen Souza thanked MRC Greenwood for the use of her home for this month’s meeting.  

FUTURE MEETINGS

The October meeting will be at the home of Stephen and Robin Souza.  The November meeting will be at the home of Tom Dowling.  He lives at 1702 Olympic Drive.  The club or Carl acting on behalf of the club needed to wait until the 6th of December to schedule the December 6 meeting date.  The library rules stated that you can only schedule a meeting 3 months in advance and the library measures this to the day.

MOTION TO ADJOURN

Giles Schmid made a motion to adjourn, which was seconded by Tom Dowlin.  The board voted to adjourn with no objections.

The meeting adjourned at 8:46 PM.  

Minutes respectfully submitted by G Richard Yamagata on September 5, 2017.


