
Minutes of the Davis Democratic Club Board Meeting

Wednesday, October 3, 2017

Place: 
     Home of Stephen Souza

                           2424 Rodin

                           Davis, CA 95618

Meeting called to order at 7:05 PM by President Stephen Souza

Quorum was 8 members 

Members Present: 16 members present

President Stephen Souza

Vice President Rick Gonzales

Treasurer Ameer Alsawaf

Recording Secretary G Richard Yamagata 

Corresponding Secretary & Publicity Tim Fenton

Membership Chair Elly Fairclough

Newsletter Editor Carl Schmid

Immediate Past President  Arun Sen

Past President Bob Bockwinkel

Board Members:  Dillan Horton, Jan Agee, Tom Dowling, Giles Giovinazzi.

Ex-Officio:  Ex-Officio: Bill Julian, College Dems were represented by [Official sign –in Name} Perrin Swanlund, Elizabeth Oramas Diaz, and Samip Mehta.  YCDP was represented by Bob Schelen.

Board Members absent:  MRC Greenwood, Linda Deos.

MRC Greenwood announced at the last meeting that she would not be able to attend the meeting.

ATTENDANCE

The by-laws state that an individual cannot miss 3 meetings in a row.  It also states that a person cannot miss 3 meetings in a 5 meeting reporting period.  This is to prevent members from showing up every other meeting or 50% of the time.  

Ex-Officio members absent:  Jim Provenza.

There were 2 guests present:  Saira Delgado, Cole L Peltier.

A quorum is 8 board members.  A Quorum was present at the meeting with 16 board members attending.

AGENDA

The agenda was presented to the board by the President, Stephen Souza.   The order of the items was changed to move New Business from near the end of the meeting to the first item on the agenda.  This new business was Bill Julian’s report about the special meeting for HR 669 and scheduling of a pubic form/DDC general meeting in January.  All other items remained in place.

MOTION/VOTE

Bob Bockwinkel  made the motion to pass the agenda.  Tom Dowling seconded the motion.   The agenda was passed as presented without any dissenting vote.

MINUTES

The minutes for the previous meeting were not ready --  September meeting.  These minutes will be ready before the next meeting.

NEW BUSINESS

Bill Julian had previously sent to the board 3 documents, outlining his proposals, motions and plans about HR 669.  These were approved at the August board meeting.  The public meeting will now be held in January, 2018.  The venue has been changed to the Unitarian Church in Davis.  This meeting is now being called a “teach-in.”  Bill reported on all of the support that HR 669 has garnered at the local and state and federal levels.  

The committee for this teach-in general meeting now consists of DDC President Stephen Souza, past DDC President Bob Bockwinkel, ex-officio DDC board member Bill Julian,  YCDP Chair Bob Schelen,  YCDP board member Sarah Pattison,  and community activist, Judy Reynolds.  The program will be mc’ed by Stephen Souza.  Participants will include constitutional attorneys from a Monterey think tank and congressional sponsors of the bill, which may or may not include John Garamendi.  There are 15 California congressional representatives that have co-sponsored the bill and could attend this meeting.  The date will be Saturday, January 13 or January 14 or January 15, Martin Luther King Day.  The committee will continue to work on this event and will report back to the club and will inform the club on how it can help with supporting this event.

REPORTS

COLLEGE CAMPUS DEMS

The new president interim president gave the report.  It was reported that the students were into their 4th week, which included 2 weeks of orientation.  The club is going to provide volunteers to work at the Bean Feed.  The first meeting had 20 people show up, which was surprising, because of activity conflicts and a very minimal effort at publicizing the club meeting.  The next meeting, they expect 30 o 40 people.  

They also expect to attend the Hillary Clinton event at the Mondavi center.  President Stephen Souza encouraged the students to attend the event and for them to try to get tickets from those that are members of the Davis Democratic Club that do not plan to attend this event due to scheduling conflicts.  

YCDP REPORT

Bob Schelen gave his report to the board.  The YCDP discussed and planned for the Bill Julian HR 669 event.  They next discussed the neighborhood leaders program.  The last item, which took up the rest of the meeting was the planning for the upcoming Bean Feed fundraiser event.  The DDC will have 2 tables of 8.  There are two members of the DDC that have asked for tickets and their requests were approved as long as their DDC memberships are current.   The YCDP is still looking for sponsors for the Bean Feed event.  It was reported that there was a lot of on-line activity in support of the Bean Feed.  There was also a large number of volunteers to support the event.  Bob stated that there were a lot of Bernie Sanders supporters that have volunteered to help with the Bean Feed as well as Hillary supporters and all are working in harmony to execute the event.  There is a conflicting event, but it is expected that many will speak at the Lake County event in the afternoon and arrive in Davis to speak at the Bean Feed.  

Bob again stated that they needed more sponsors.  Many on the board in attendance of tonight’s meeting had already sent in their sponsorship checks and paid for tickets to this event.  Stephen Souza volunteered to robocall the DDC membership to ask people to come to the event and to sponsor the event.  

Bob stated that the next YCDP meeting will be the 3rd Monday in October, the 16th, and the meeting will be held in Woodland at the county building in chambers.  They will be working on the Neighborhood Leaders program and the plan to “flip the house.”  

DAVIS HIGH SCHOOL DEMOCRATS

Dillan Horton stated that there was nothing to report since the club has not had time to meet on the high school campus.

DDC PRESIDENT REPORT

Stephen had nothing to report.  [More on this later, during the board membership report.]

JOINT DDC, YCDP, Campus Dems meeting

There was no announcement about the Joint meeting, which the Davis Democratic Club is a co-sponsor.  This public meeting is on hold.

TREASURER REPORT

Treasurer Ameer Alsawef had previously e-mailed the bank statements to the board.   He gave a summary of the statements, stating that there were 2 deposits totally $725 that were deposited with the Community First Bank in Madison.  The expenses of the  club totaled $3263, which included the $2000 loan to the YCDP.  The new total in the Community First account is about $10787,  There is an additional $110 Federal money and $604 State money in US Bank in Davis.  The total amount in the treasury is around $11,500.

The new lady with River City is working out well and is more responsive and helpful.  They billed the club for $700, which includes $100/month plus filing fees.  They sent a summary report, which Ameer has forwarded to the board.

ACT BLUE

There was a report of $42/month coming in from Giles Giovinazzi and Bob Bockwinkel for the month of September.  A total of $224 has come into the club from the Act Blue account.  Giles stated that he has an on-going $20/month auto credit card debiting and Bob Bockwinkel is donating $25/month.  He once again asked that board members all chip in and do auto debiting to support the Act Blue process.  He proposed that a club report be published each month, a list of DDC members that donate a few dollars each month to the club via act .  This list would be published in social media.

G Richard Yamagata once again pointed out that if people donated check or cash to the club, the money would all go to the DDC.  Giles stated that it is a very small amount and is less than $1 each for the amounts of money donated to the club.  [The amount is 4% that is charged per amount and goes to Act Blue.  Act Blue also asks for an additional donation, which people can select not to pay.]

COMMITTEE REPORTS

BOARD MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

Bob Bockwinkel reported that he is has no list of the officers for re-election to hand in at this meeting.  This list was requested to be presented to the newsletter editor at this meeting.   Bob stated that this list is still in development, but Bob stated that he expected all of the officers to renew their terms.  At that news, Tim Fenton announced that he had sold his house and that this was his last Davis Democratic Club meeting.  Tim holds two offices on the board, Publicity Chair and Corresponding Secretary.  Jan Agee expressed interest in one or parts of both jobs.  President Stephen Souza stated that he would talk to Jan and they could work out duties of one or both of the jobs.

Bob reported that Rick Gonzales and Linda Deos had both attended the Davis City Council meeting and that Linda was still at the meeting.  Rick Gonzales was presently at this board meeting.  It was stated by several of the board members that if Linda was elected, she would have to resign from the board.  Bob stated that he thought that she could become an ex-officio board member, if she was elected to the board.  [It was not pointed out, that the City Council meetings are at the same time and day of the month as the City Council meetings, so she would not be able to attend board meetings.]  It was stated that there could be a conflict of interest to have Linda run for Davis City Council and be an active posting member of the social media committee.  [Linda is in charge of the Davis Democratic Club Twitter account and part of the public outreach e-mail list committee.  She has permission that allow her to post to both accounts.  The public outreach e-mail list is the list that informs DDC members about political campaigns that are soliciting volunteers in the community of Davis.]  There was no discussion or resolution of any of these issues.

Bob stated that he had discussed board membership with Sean Raycraft, who was not in attendance to this meeting.  Bob stated that he was at another Democratic organization’s meeting that was reaching out to 2000 people to do different things for the Democratic party.

The slate for Davis Democratic Club board officers (2 year term) are:

President:  Stephen Souza (willing to step down)

Vice President:  Rick Gonzales

Treasurer:  Ameer Alsawaf

Recording Secretary:  G Richard Yamagata 

Membership Chair:  Elly Fairclough (would like to serve only 1 year)

Corresponding Secretary:  empty

Publicity Chair:  empty

[The above officers, plus the immediate past president and the past president of the club, make up the Executive Board with a total of 9 voting members. The Corresponding Secretary and Publicity Chair positions were both filled by Tim Fenton.  Before Tim, the Publicity Chair was Barbara Slemmons and the Corresponding Secretary was Adrienne Kandel.  The Executive Board can meet at the approval of the board to make immediate and timely decisions for the Davis Democratic Club.  In the past, a quorum of the Executive Board and a quorum of the board members at large were both needed to have an official quorum of the board to vote upon motions and items before the board.  This was changed in the last revisions of the by-laws to be just a quorum of all members of the board with no requirement in regards to Executive Committee board members and board members at large.]

There were many that gave emotional testimonials to Tim Fenton upon learning of his leaving the area.  It was stated that he will be missed and his service to the club has been invaluable.  The board gave him a round of applause for all of his past service.  

Tim Fenton when over the duties of the two offices.  The Corresponding Secretary job to him was the simplest.  He would write letters that encompassed the sentiments of the board on various issues that were sent to the press as letters to the editor [Sacramento Bee and Davis Enterprise] and to various electeds, including Davis City Council, Yolo County Supervisors, State Assembly, State Senate, US Representatives, and US Senators, depending upon the scope of the letters from the DDC Board.  Some of these letters were written by members of the board and he would put them on official letterhead and send them out to the above people and press organizations.  Publicity, Tim would send out press releases for the various events that the club sponsors and also would send out invitations to club members for the annual fundraising events, especially the Holiday Party and the Champagne Brunch.  For instance, the Holiday Party invitations must be sent out at the beginning of November.

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

Elly Fairclough stated that this is a quiet time for membership.  The next big influx of membership renewals will be at the Holiday Party.  There were 3 members that moved.  The membership remains at 185 household memberships and there remains 39 unpaid memberships from last year.

NEWSLETTER

Editor Carl Schmid thanked everyone that made the last newsletter possible.   He stated that he still needs a couple of articles.  The College Dems stated that they could write an article about their campus activites.  Giles stated that he could also write an article about an upcoming meeting for Californai Democratic Party.  That was two articles discussed, so the meeting moved on.

GENERAL MEETINGS

GENERAL MEETING with Yolo County Democratic Party and Campus Democrats remains on hold --  contact Bob Schelen for information.

FARMERS MARKET BOOTH

There was no discussion of this booth presence. 

YOLO COUNTY BEAN FEED

This had been previously discussed.  If people want to be involved in this, they should contact Dillan Horton at dillanth@yahoo.com or phone 214-604-9953. 

HOLIDAY PARTY and VALENTINE’S DAY PARTY

The date for this event has not been scheduled with the International House.  It was asked that Bob Bockwinkel or Arun schedule this event this coming Wednesday after the ProBizExchange meeting.  [Bob met with the Executive Director of the International House, but got side tracked by financial business with the director.  Arun did not make it to the meeting.  So, G Richard Yamagata secured the event hall for December 3 for the Holiday Party and February 11 for the Love Your Electeds.  Both days are Sundays.  Richard had the International House forward all the necessary forms and information to Bob Bockwinkel.  There is now a liquor license fee that the club must pay if it serves alcohol at its events in Yolo County.  G Richard Yamagata followed the tradition of having the International House clean after the event and the club will pay for this service.  The paperwork has not yet been signed for this event, but the venue has been reserved – so changes can be made.]

ACT BLUE, FACEBOOK, TWITTER and INSTAGRAM

Bob Bockwinkel first reported that the site is currently at over 3800 likes and 700 followers.  He gave stats for numerous articles and views for some are in the thousands and reposts of the articles are in the hundreds.  The committee continues to meet on a monthly basis and participants include Bob, Giles, Linda, Jan and others like Chris from the YCDP.  The site continues to repost and link to material supplied by YCDP, Auburn and Siskiyo County Democratic Party, the Berniecrats and the Progressive Labor Alliance and a host of others.  Between Giles and Jan, 11 posts were posted in the last week alone.  

It was suggested that the social media committee create a live web feed for the Bean Feed.  

Elizabeth Oramas Diaz knows a lot about the technology for social media and plans to attend the next social media committee meeting.

NEW BUSINESS

There was no new business for the meeting.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

There was no unfinished business discussed.

KUDOS

The board gave kudos and thanks to the social media committee for their efforts.  Bob stated that he appreciates all of the work that Giles and the social media committee is doing.  

The board gave kudos for all of the past work and support that Tim Fenton has given the club over the years and wished him the best in his move to the east coast.  Tim promised to continue the work in his new home state for the Democratic Party.  Rick Gonzales tried to get three cheers for Tim, but people were too sad with his leaving.  Tim will leave a big void in the club activities with his leaving and people expressed deep sadness with his leaving.  He said for us not to be sad for him, because he will be surrounded by family and grandchildren at his new home.

Arun Sen gave kudos to the board for their warm help and support through his surgery.  He stated that the cards, phone calls and visits all helped him get through the ordeal and said that he was alive today because of it.  He gave many thanks to the board and the club members that have written, telephoned and visited.

FUTURE MEETINGS

The November meeting will be at the home of Tom Dowling at 1702 Olympic Drive in West Davis, CA.  The December meeting will be at the home of Stephen and Robin Souza.  The January meeting’s date and place is yet to be determined. 

MOTION TO ADJOURN

Giles Giovinazzi made a motion to adjourn, which was seconded by Carl Schmid.  The board voted to adjourn with no objections.

It was stated that a photo was needed for the Concilio ad for the DDC.  The photo was to be taken after the meeting.

The meeting adjourned at 8:15 PM.  

Minutes respectfully submitted by G Richard Yamagata on November 7, 2017.


