
Minutes of the Davis Democratic Club Board Meeting

Wednesday, November 7, 2017

Place: 
     The Home of Tom Dowling

                            Address: 1702 Olympic Drive

                                Davis, CA  95616

Meeting called to order at 7:02 PM by President Stephen Souza

Quorum was 8 members 

Members Present: 13 members present

President Stephen Souza

Vice President Rick Gonzales

Treasurer Ameer Alsawaf

Recording Secretary G Richard Yamagata 

Corresponding Secretary & Publicity VACANT

Membership Chair Absent

Newsletter Editor Carl Schmid

Immediate Past President  Arun Sen

Past President Bob Bockwinkel

Board Members:  Dillan Horton, MRC Greenwood, Jan Agee, Tom Dowling, Giles Giovinazzi.

Ex-Officio:  Ex-Officio: Bob Schelen for YCDP, College Dems were represented by [Official sign –in Name} Perrin, Swanlund, Christian Monsees, , Elizabeth Oramas Diaz, and Samip Mehta.  YCDP was represented by board member Dillan Horton.

Board Members absent:  Elly Fairclough, Linda Deos.

Elly Fairclough announced at the last meeting that she may not be able to attend the meeting.

ATTENDANCE

The by-laws state that an individual cannot miss 3 meetings in a row.  It also states that a person cannot miss 3 meetings in a 5 meeting reporting period.  This is to prevent members from showing up every other meeting or 50% of the time.  

Ex-Officio members absent:  Bill Julian, Jim Provenza.

There were 5 guests present:  Alan Hirsch, Saira Delgado, Martin Joye, Joann Joye and Rachel Yashi.

A quorum is 8 board members.  A Quorum was present at the meeting with 13 board members attending.

AGENDA

The agenda was presented to the board by the President, Stephen Souza.   

MOTION/VOTE

Carl Schmid  made the motion to pass the agenda.  MRC Greenwood seconded the motion.   The agenda was passed as presented without any dissenting vote.

MINUTES

The minutes for the September meeting were ready for approval and had been uploaded online.

MOTION/VOTE

MRC Greenwood  made the motion to pass the agenda.  Carl Schmid seconded the motion.   The agenda was passed as presented without any dissenting vote.

The minutes for the October meeting were ready for approval and had been uploaded online.

MOTION/VOTE

Rick Gonzales  made the motion to pass the agenda.  Carl Schmid seconded the motion.   The agenda was passed as presented without any dissenting vote.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Alan Hirsch made a presentation to the board, asking for volunteers and funds to aid in his tabling efforts at the Davis Farmers Market.  He has been distributing Davis Democratic Club materials from his table.  Bob Schelen gave an endorsement for Alan Hirsch, as did Carl Schid.  President Stephen Souza asked Alan to send a resource proposal to him for the club to vote upon.  This will be voted upon at the next meeting.

REPORTS

DAVIS COLLEGE DEMS

The new president interim president gave the report.  It was reported that the students were into their 6th week of classes.  The students are going to a Young Democrats retreat in Lake Tahoe and need $500 to cover all of the people that are attending from Davis.  They asked for the club to contribute early to the Indigo Awards for the College Dems to cover the expenses.

MOTION/VOTE

MRC Greenwood made the motion that the Davis Democratic Club support the Davis College Dems by sponsoring the Indigo Awards for $500.  This motion was seconded by Tom Dowling.  The motion passed with no dissenting votes.

YCDP REPORT

Giles gave the report.  He stated that the YCDP had an open strategy discussion at the meeting.  He said that there was a lot of debate and discussion about the goals of the Yolo County Democratic Party.   

DAVIS HIGH SCHOOL DEMOCRATS

Dillan Horton had temporarily left the room and there was not discussion on this item.

JOINT DDC, YCDP, Campus Dems meeting

There was no announcement about the Joint meeting, which the Davis Democratic Club is a co-sponsor.  This public meeting continues to be on hold.

TREASURER REPORT

Treasurer Ameer Alsawef had previously e-mailed the bank statements to the board.   He gave a summary of the statements, stating that there was a total of $11,477.88 in the 4 bank accounts with a state and federal account at US Bank and at the Community Bank in North Sacramento.  In the State accounts, there is a total of 611.00.  In the Federal accounts, there is a total of 10,688.88.   There is about $118.72 dollars that need to be deposited.   Ameer is confident that the club will end up with 

ACT BLUE

There was a report of $42/month coming in from Giles Giovinazzi and Bob Bockwinkel  each month.  Ameer requested that something needs to be done about the recording of these two transactions.  The money is not directly transferred into the DDC checking account.  He stated that each time the money is handled by the community bank and by River City, there is an account fee charge.  Something needs to be done about these charges or we need to stop the receipt of on-line donations.  Giles stated that the YCDP is collecting the bulk of their donations on-line and that he will contact the community bank and River City and then work with Ameer to get this straightened out.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS

BOARD MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

Bob Bockwinkel reported that he wanted the board to consider Elizabeth Oramas Diaz for a board seat.  She is going to be in Davis for at the very least, the next two year.

There was discussion about the slate of officers that need to be published in the December newsletter.  It was stated that Elizabeth could be put forward as Publicity Chair.  But first, Elizabeth needed to be elected to the board.

MOTION

Bob Bockwinkel made as the head of the nomination committee, the motion to elect Elizabeth to the DDC board.  Her name had come up to Bob via suggestions by other board members.  By tradition, usually someone other than the chair makes the nomination.  MRC Greenwood seconded the nomination.  Carl Schmid stepped forward and formally supported the motion and called for discussion

 DISCUSION 

There were a great number of statements made in support of Elizabeth.

VOTE

Carl Schmid called the question to a vote.  Elizabeth was elected by unanimous support with no abstentions.  

The slate for Davis Democratic Club board officers (2 year term) are:

President:  Stephen Souza (willing to step down is someone steps forward)

Vice President:  Rick Gonzales

Treasurer:  Ameer Alsawaf

Recording Secretary:  G Richard Yamagata 

Membership Chair:  Elly Fairclough (would like to serve only 1 year)

Corresponding Secretary:  Giles Giovinazzi 

Publicity Chair:  Elizabeth Oramas Diaz

[The above officers, plus the immediate past president and the past president of the club, make up the Executive Board with a total of 9 voting members. The Corresponding Secretary and Publicity Chair positions were both filled by Tim Fenton.  Before Tim, the Publicity Chair was Barbara Slemmons and the Corresponding Secretary was Adrienne Kandel.  The Executive Board can meet at the approval of the board to make immediate and timely decisions for the Davis Democratic Club.  In the past, a quorum of the Executive Board and a quorum of the board members at large were both needed to have an official quorum of the board to vote upon motions and items before the board.  This was changed in the last revisions of the by-laws to be just a quorum of all members of the board with no requirement in regards to Executive Committee board members and board members at large.  The President can all a meeting of the Executive Committee to make emergency decisions between the meetings of the entire board on the first Tuesdays of each month.  Traditionally, the board votes at a previous board meeting to give the Executive Board the right to meet and make decisions on behalf of the entire board for the time period in question.]

MOTION/VOTE

MRC Greenwood made the motion that the board accept the slate as listed above to be put forward before the Davis Democratic Club membership for election.  The motion was seconded by Perin Swanlund.  Bob Bockwinkel called the question and closed any discussion.  The motion passed with no dissenting votes.  

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

It was stated that Elly Fairclough had an excused absence.  She could not make the meeting because someone in her immediate family was having or had hip surgery.  Dillan stated that the Central Committee needed people to be named to cast the pre-nomination votes at the pre-nomination committee.  President Souza stated that he already had the list made up and would send it to the Central Committee.  

NEWSLETTER

Editor Carl Schmid thanked everyone that made the last newsletter possible.   He stated that he has a 3 page article in the next newsletter by Calvin Handy about police ethics and the need for a Davis City Police oversight commission.  Carl stated that this also shows that there is enough material to cover for a possible general meeting on the topic.  The newsletter after this one, Carl stated that he will have a report by Giles about the social media committee, a story about the Holiday Party, and an article about DDC officer slate in the December newsletter.  

Carl stated that Tom Dowling and Elly Fairclough are doing the work to getting the newsletter printed and mailed.  President Souza made the statement that people need to remember to ask the club for payment for the post office fees for mailing and to remember that the PO Box is coming up for renewal.  

GENERAL MEETINGS

GENERAL MEETING with Yolo County Democratic Party and Campus Democrats remains on hold --  contact Bob Schelen for information.

HOLIDAY PARTY and VALENTINE’S DAY PARTY

G Richard Yamagata secured the event hall for December 3 for the Holiday Party and February 11 for the Love Your Electeds.  Both days are Sundays.  G Richard followed the tradition of having the International House clean after the event and the club will pay for this service.  G Richard also reported that the I-House now requires a liquor license if the club dispenses alcoholic beverages.  If the club charges for alcohol and if the admission price includes alcoholic beverages, the club according to the I-House, needs to purchase a liquor license.  It was stated at the meeting that if the club gives the alcohol away and is not charging for the beverages, it does not have to pay the license fees.  The paperwork has not yet been signed for this event, but the venue has been reserved.  Arun Sen was asked to follow up with the signing of the paperwork.  Arun was asked to inquire about the requirement of a liquor license.  If one is determined, Arun is to contact Rick Gonzales to get a liquor license.  [What was determined is that the rules have changed and that any distribution of alcoholic beverages, whether “free” or sold, the club needs to have a liquor license.  The paperwork takes a while to process, so no alcohol was distributed at the Holiday Party.]

Dillan was asked to secure the keynote speaker for the event and work with Bob Schelen on this.  This information will be important for Stephen to do a robocall promoting the Holiday Party.  Robin Souza will be decorating the rooms for this event at the I-House.  

LOVE YOUR ELECTEDS

The room for this event was reserved on Sunday, February 11, 2018.  The time will be the same from 5:30PM to 8:30PM.  The room will be cleaned up by the I-House people.

HR669 TEACH-IN

This event is scheduled on Saturday, December 13 from 2 to 4:30PM at the Davis Unitarian Church.  It will feature an expert on nuclear first strike, an expert on constitutional law, and congressperson John Garamendi.  The publicity for this event is being handled by a committee outside of the DDC.  One of the names mentioned is Judy Reynolds, along with Bob Bockwinkel.  The club really does not have to do much at this time for this event, other than informing DDC members and encouraging them to attend.  

ACT BLUE, FACEBOOK, TWITTER and INSTAGRAM

Bob Bockwinkel turned this part of the meeting to Giles.  Giles reported that the social media committee met for a 90 minute meeting in October.  He thanked Elizabeth Oramas Diaz for giving an excellent presentation on how to get all of the social media platforms linked together.  She also got Instagram set-up and running.  There is lots of discussion and energy in the clubs social media group.  Chris Meyers is upgrading the web site to Word Press.  This will be a 6 month process and he is working for free.  Giles gave credit to all of the members of the committee, which includes Bob Bockwinkel,  Jan Agee, Giles Giovinazzi, Sean Raycraft, and Linda Deos.   Lastly, Giles reported that the newsletter is going out on Facebook and Twitter.

KUDOS

The board gave kudos and thanks to Tom Dowling and his wife for hosting the Davis Democratic Club meeting at their house.  

Bob Bockwinkel thanked Giles and the Social Media Committee for doing such a good job with the DDC social media accounts and their efforts at expanding to Instagram and Word Press web site. 

FUTURE MEETINGS

The December meeting will be at the home of Stephen and Robin Souza.  The January meeting will be back in the Blanchard room of the Davis Branch of the Yolo County Library.  The February meeting will be back at the home of Stephen and Robin Souza and will feature a birthday celebration for Stephen’s birthday.   G Richard Yamagata will be bringing a quadruple chocolate [chocolate cake, chocolate frosting, chocolate mousse filling, and dark chocolate liquor drizzle on the cake] mousse cake from Timothy’s Bakery for this event.

MOTION TO ADJOURN

Giles Giovinazzi made a motion to adjourn, which was seconded by Carl Schmid.  The board voted to adjourn with no objections.

The meeting adjourned at 8:10 PM.  

Minutes respectfully submitted by G Richard Yamagata on December 4, 2017.


