
Minutes of the Davis Democratic Club Board Meeting

Tuesday, December 5, 2017

Place: 
     Home of Stephen Souza

                           2424 Rodin Place

                           Davis, CA 95618

Meeting called to order at 7:03 PM by President Stephen Souza

Quorum was 8 members 

Members Present: 12 members present

President Stephen Souza

Vice President Rick Gonzales

Treasurer Ameer Alsawaf

Recording Secretary G Richard Yamagata 

Corresponding Secretary & Publicity Vacant

Membership Chair Elly Fairclough

Newsletter Editor Carl Schmid

Immediate Past President  Arun Sen

Past President Bob Bockwinkel

Board Members:  Tom Dowling, Giles Giovinazzi.

Ex-Officio:  Ex-Officio: Bill Julian.  YCDP was represented by Bob Schelen.

Board Members absent:  Dillan Horton, Jan Agee, Linda Deos.

Jan Agee emailed to say that she would not be able to attend the meeting.

ATTENDANCE

The by-laws state that an individual cannot miss 3 meetings in a row.  It also states that a person cannot miss 3 meetings in a 5 meeting reporting period.  This is to prevent members from showing up every other meeting or 50% of the time.  

Ex-Officio members absent:  Jim Provenza.

There was 1 guest present:  Saira Delgado.

A quorum is 8 board members.  A Quorum was present at the meeting with 12 board members attending.

AGENDA

The agenda was presented to the board by the President, Stephen Souza.   The order of the items was changed to move New Business from near the end of the meeting to the first item on the agenda.  This new business was Bill Julian’s report about the special meeting for HR 669 and scheduling of a pubic form/DDC general meeting in January.  All other items remained in place.

MOTION/VOTE

MRC Greenwood made the motion to pass the agenda.  Bill Julian seconded the motion.   The agenda was passed as presented without any dissenting vote.

MINUTES

The minutes for the November meeting had been posted to the server and an e-mail sent out to the board.  

MOTION/VOTE

The minutes were moved for approval by MRC Greenwood and seconded by Arun Sen. The minutes were passed as submitted.

NEW BUSINESS

Bill Julian had previously sent to the board 3 documents, outlining his proposals, motions and plans about HR 669.  These were approved at the August board meeting.  The public meeting will now be held in January, 2018.  The venue has been changed to the Unitarian Church in Davis.  This meeting is now being called a “teach-in.”  Bill reported on all of the support that HR 669 has garnered at the local and state and federal levels.  

The committee for this teach-in general meeting now consists of DDC President Stephen Souza, past DDC President Bob Bockwinkel, ex-officio DDC board member Bill Julian,  YCDP Chair Bob Schelen,  YCDP board member Sarah Pattison  and community activist, Judy Reynolds.  The program will be mc’ed by Stephen Souza.  Participants will include a constitutional attorney McGeorge School of Law and speakers from a nuclear non-proliferation group and congressional sponsors of the bill, which may or may not include John Garamendi in person or via telepresence.  There are 15 California congressional representatives that have co-sponsored the bill and could attend this meeting.  This still has not been nailed down as to whom also will be present.  The date will be Saturday, January 13.  The committee will continue to work on this event.  There are 5 speakers planned at 30 minutes per person for this 3 hours event.  

An op-ed piece will go into the Enterprise by Stephen Souza with input by Bill Julian to promote this event.  The club will promote this event through social media.  The club will also reach out to the other 14 clubs or organizations in the region to promote the event.   Also, press releases will be sent out to newspapers in Winters, Woodland, West Sac and Sacramento.

The California Democratic Party plans to make HR669 one of its political planks.  There will be a major effort to circulate petitions.  At the entrance to the event, various groups will be setting up booths.  The Davis Democratic Club will be one the groups with a table at the Teach-in and will distribute membership sign-up envelopes and newsletters.

What was asked by Bill Julian, if the club could put in money for sponsoring the guest speakers.  He stated that the expenses for two speakers would be under $250. 

MOTION/VOTE

Carl Schmid made the motion, that the Davis Democratic Club add further to its commitment to the teach-in with a donation of $500.  This was seconded by Bob Bockwinkel.  The motion passed with 13 votes from 13 board members that were now present.

REPORTS

COLLEGE CAMPUS DEMS

There were no students at this meeting because of finals.

YCDP REPORT

Bob Schelen gave his report to the board.  The YCDP discussed and planned for the Bill Julian HR 669 event.  They next discussed the neighborhood leaders program. 

The YCDP continued their plans for the Neighborhood Leaders program and the plan to “flip the house.”  

DDC PRESIDENT REPORT

The efforts that Stephen is making on behalf of the club and the teach-in were previously described.  

JOINT DDC, YCDP, Campus Dems meeting

There was no announcement about the Joint meeting, which the Davis Democratic Club is a co-sponsor.  This public meeting is on hold.  This will be removed from the agenda.

TREASURER REPORT

Treasurer Ameer Alsawef had previously e-mailed the bank statements to the board.   He gave a summary of the statements, stating that there was $10,450 in the Federal accounts and $604 in the State accounts.  The total is about $11,050 available in the club treasury.  

ACT BLUE

It was stated by the treasurer that there is and will be costs associated with the monthly donations collected through Act Blue.  River City charges for tracking accounts and money and the method of getting the money from Act Blue into the club treasury is cumbersome.  Giles Giovinazzi stated that when this program was initiated, that it was not to in-cure more costs, but to raise money for the club.  The President, Stephen Souza asked that the Act Blue account be frozen and that it be removed from future agendas.  If people want to donate money to the club, they can give the money in the form of checks to the club

COMMITTEE REPORTS

BOARD MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

The question as to Dillan Horton’s attendance to DDC board meetings was brought to the board’s attention.  He is busy with working for various campaigns and for the Yolo County Democratic Party.  It was asked that he be given ex-officio status.  Bob Schelen stated that Dillan did a lot of important work for the YCDP and was indispensable to him as the YCDP chair.  There was much discussion of this and no vote was taken.

G Richard Yamagata stated that Linda Deos had asked for a 7 month sabbatical to run for Davis City Council.  

MOTION/VOTE

Carl Schmid made the motion that the board grant Linda a 7 month sabbatical.  Bob Bockwinkel seconded the motion.  The motion passed with no objections or abstaining votes.

Bob reported that Rick Gonzales and Linda Deos had both attended the Davis City Council meeting and that Linda was still at the meeting.  Rick Gonzales was presently at this board meeting.  

The slate for Davis Democratic Club board officers (2 year term) are:

President:  Stephen Souza (willing to step down if someone steps forward)

Vice President:  Rick Gonzales

Treasurer:  Ameer Alsawaf

Recording Secretary:  G Richard Yamagata 

Membership Chair:  Elly Fairclough (would like to serve only 1 year)

Corresponding Secretary:  Giles Giovinazzi 

Publicity Chair:  Elizabeth Oramas Diaz

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

Elly Fairclough stated that $1800 had been collected from members at the Holiday Party.  Most of this was at the $50 and up level of membership.   There was $46 collected for the raffle.  A good portion of the dues that were collected are from sponsors.  There are additional individual member and family memberships that come into the club, but most of the money comes from club sponsors.  

There was a request by Elly, that there be a second table to be used by members to sign up for club membership and sign membership identification tags.  This could be also used for a raffle table.  The primary table will be used to collect money and checks for entrance into the event.  

NEWSLETTER

Editor Carl Schmid thanked everyone that made the last newsletter possible.   He stated that he will be resetting the donor list.  He will run the names of members as they pay and are reported to him by Elly.  He will run the names of the board members as they have pledged their amounts for the year.  

The articles will be the Holiday Party, on-going submissions form Davis City Council Candidates – there are four candidates that have submitted statements so far – and Stephen’s letter about the Teach-in.  

GENERAL MEETINGS

GENERAL MEETING with Yolo County Democratic Party and Campus Democrats remains on hold and will not longer appear on the agenda.

FARMERS MARKET BOOTH

There was no discussion of this booth presence.  

HOLIDAY PARTY

It was estimated that 60 people appeared for this event.  There were no RSVPs.  We had plenty of food for this event.  It was stated that the party was a success in spite of no robocall, no invitations mailed and no press release.  There were e-mails sent out to the list and it was advertised through social media.  There was no champagne served at this event, because time did not allow the club to get an alcoholic beverage license.  It was discussed that to avoid this charge in the future, the event would be held at Stephen Souza’s home.  This would be done instead of the Fall Barbecue.  There was a lot of support for this idea.  No decision was made at this time.  

LOVE YOUR ELECTEDS PARTY

The date for this event will be Sunday, February 11.  Giles Giovinazzi said that he would prepare an invitation for the event.  Bob Schelen stated that he would contact the electeds.  Saira Delgado stated that she would inform our assembly person, Cecilia.  Bob Schelen stated that he could ask the candidate for Lt Governor to come to the event.  Bob Bockwinkel said that the club should invite the 10 candidates for Davis City Council.  He stated that this should boost attendance.    Carl stated that we will have a full page flyer in the newsletter.  The club will also advertise through e-mail and social media.   The club will also distribute invitations to the event at the teach-in.  Stephen stated that he will try to do a robocall for this event.

OTHER CLUB EVENTS

Davis City Council Candidates Forum and club endorsement.

This idea was put forward by Bob Bockwinkel.  It was stated that with 10 candidates, this idea is barely feasible.  President Souza stated, he would rather have the other organizations that are set-up to do this, take on this job.  

Community event in support of forming a Davis Police Commission

Stephen Souza talked to Calvin Handy about this and the need for a Davis Police Commission.  This has been brought to a head by the Davis Picnic Day 5, where it is claimed that Davis plain clothed officers got into an altercation without properly identifying themselves and made 5 arrests.  There should be some event where the county district attorney should be asked to speak about the policies for making arrests and pressing charges.  Much of the work that would be done by a police commission is already being done by the human relations commission.  

NEW & OLD BUSINESS

Saira Delgado asked that people give through various charities to help people affected by the Southern California fires.  Cecilia Aguiar-Curry has said that SoCal gave a lot of money to help NorCal people affected by the fires up here.  

Saira also stated that Cecilia would like support from the club in its 12 votes for the pre-primary endorsement for her assembly seat.  The letters will soon be going out for this process, including absentee ballots. 

SUPPORT FOR ALAN HIRCSH

The club will put announcements in the newsletter, calling for volunteers to help Alan at his tabling efforts.  

FACEBOOK, TWITTER and INSTAGRAM

Bob Bockwinkel reported that the Facebook site currently has over 800 followers and is currently at over 4600 likes.  He gave stats for numerous articles and views for some are in the thousands and reposts of the articles are in the hundreds.  The committee continues to meet on a monthly basis and participants include Bob, Giles, Linda, Jan, and Elizabeth and others like Chris from the YCDP.  The site continues to repost and link to material supplied by YCDP, Auburn and Siskiyo County Democratic Party, the Berniecrats and the Progressive Labor Alliance and a host of others. 

Bob stated that the club through social media is in coordinated contact with the people and organizations behind the upcoming teach-in event and John Garamendi’s office and Bill Julian.   

KUDOS

Arun Sen thanked all on the board that helped with the Holiday Party.  The board all complimented Arun for attending the event in his “eye-popping” suit.  

Rick was given kudos by the whole board for his coordinating and organizing the Holiday Party and for chairing the event.  

Robin Souza was given kudos for her decorating the I-House for the event.  

FUTURE MEETINGS

The January 2 meeting will be in the Blanchard Room at the Davis Branch Yolo County Library.  The February 6 meeting will be at the home of Stephen and Robin Souza.  The March 6 meeting will be at  Blanchard Room at the Davis Branch Yolo County Library.

MOTION TO ADJOURN

MRC Greenwood made a motion to adjourn, which was seconded by Tom Dowling.  The board voted to adjourn with no objections.

The meeting adjourned at 8:50 PM.  

Minutes respectfully submitted by G Richard Yamagata on January 4, 2018.


