
Minutes of the Davis Democratic Club Board Meeting

Tuesday, February 6, 2018

Place: 
     Home of Stephen Souza

                           2424 Rodin Place

                           Davis, CA 95618

Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM by President Stephen Souza

Quorum was 7 members 

Members Present: 14 members present

President Stephen Souza

Vice President Rick Gonzales

Treasurer Ameer Alsawaf

Recording Secretary G Richard Yamagata 

Corresponding Secretary Giles Giovinazzi

Publicity Chair Elizabeth Oramas Diaz

Membership Chair Elly Fairclough

Newsletter Editor Carl Schmid

Immediate Past President  Arun Sen

Past President Bob Bockwinkel

Board Members:  Dillan Horton, Jan Agee

Ex-Officio: Bill Julian.  YCDP was represented by Bob Schelen and Davis College Dems was represented by Perrin Swanlund 

Board Members absent:  MRC Greenwood 

On indefinite medical leave from board:  Tom Dowling

ATTENDANCE

The by-laws state that an individual cannot miss 3 meetings in a row.  It also states that a person cannot miss 3 meetings in a 5 meeting reporting period.  This is to prevent members from showing up every other meeting or 50% of the time.  

Ex-Officio members absent:  Bill Julian, Jim Provenza.

There were 7 guests present:  Saira Delgado, Luba Schmid, Katrina Arredondo, Kathryn Lerseth, Maiya De LaRosa, Natalie Wormeli, Dean Johansson.

A quorum is 7 board members.  A Quorum was present at the meeting with 14 board members attending.

AGENDA

The agenda was presented to the board by the President, Stephen Souza.   

MOTION/VOTE

Carl Schmid made the motion to pass the agenda.  Rick Gonzales seconded the motion.   The agenda was passed with unanimous approval.

MINUTES

The minutes for the December meeting had been posted to the server and an e-mail sent out to the board.  

MOTION/VOTE

The minutes were moved for approval by Carl Schmid and seconded by Bob Bockwinkel.  The minutes were passed as submitted without objection.

MINUTES

The minutes for the January meeting had been posted to the server and an e-mail sent out to the board.  

MOTION/VOTE

The minutes were moved for approval by Carl Schmid and seconded by Arun Sen.  The minutes were passed as submitted without objection.

NEW BUSINESS

PUBLIC COMMENT

For Public Comment, Yolo County Assistant Public Defender Dean Johansson asked to be heard by the board.  He is running for Yolo County District Attorney.  Dean is a long time Democrat and he is running against incumbent, Yolo County DA, Jeff Reisig – who is a registered Republican.  He stated that he is a 20 year resident of Yolo County and had worked for California’s former US Senator, Alan Cranston.  He came seeking help for his campaign.  The club does not normally endorse non-partisan candidates and does so only after the Yolo County Democratic Party does its interviews of such candidates.  Club President Stephen Souza stated that the club will wait until the YCDP renders a decision to see if it will endorse.  He stated that this does not mean that board members and club member as individuals and not member of the club cannot volunteer for the Johansson campaign.  They are free to do so.

It was stated by several members of the board that Johansson is exceptionally brave to run, when the results of elections in the past have seen challengers unable to continue their careers in their former positions.  

It was announced by Saira Delgado that our assembly person, Cecilia Aguiar-Curry will be at our “Love your Electeds” dinner party on Sunday.

REPORTS

COLLEGE CAMPUS DEMS

President Perrin Swanlund reported that the Indigo Award raised $6000 and therefore was a great success.  He thanked the Davis Democratic Club for its $500 donation.  This money will allow 20 members of the club to attend the State Democratic Convention, which is expected to be a significant event with many decisions being contested before the State Primary elections.  

YCDP REPORT

Bob Schelen gave his report to the board.  First Bob gave an educational report on the pre-primary endorsement process.  This has significance in the contested seats, like Diane Feinstein’s race for re-election to the US Senate, which is contested by others, including Kevin DeLeon.  Our 4th assembly district will meet, but it is not going to be contested.  

He reported upon the success of the Bill Julian HR 669 event.  The event announced the efforts of Cecelia, our 4th district assembly person is pushing a similar bill through the assembly is support of HR 669.  

He discussed the neighborhood leaders program.  The YCDP continues their plans for the Neighborhood Leaders program and to unite the various factions that want to “flip the house.”  He credited Dillan Horton with much of the success of the effort in working with the other Yolo County groups that want change, yet are not directly affiliated with the Democratic party.

TREASURER REPORT

Treasurer Ameer Alsawef had previously e-mailed the bank statements to the board.   He gave a summary of the statements, stating that there was $15,279 in the Federal accounts and $669 in the State accounts.  The total is about $15,948 available in the club treasury.  It was announced that the US Bank accounts will finally be closed and moved to Community First Bank in Roseville, but required a vote from the board.  The money under question is less than $400.

MOTION/VOTE

Bob Bockwinkel made the motion to close the Federal and the State bank accounts at US Bank in Davis and have the money moved to Community First Bank in Roseville.  The motion was seconded by Carl Schmid.  The motion passed with no objections.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

BOARD MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

Bob announced the final slate for the election to be held on March 6.  

The slate for Davis Democratic Club board officers (2 year term) are:

President:  Stephen Souza 

Vice President:  Rick Gonzales

Treasurer:  Ameer Alsawaf

Recording Secretary:  G Richard Yamagata 

Membership Chair:  Elly Fairclough 

Corresponding Secretary:  Giles Giovinazzi 

Publicity Chair:  Elizabeth Oramas Diaz

Stephen Souza announced that he will use his robocall account to publicize the board officer elections for March 6.  He also said he would do the same for the “Love Your Electeds” event this coming Sunday.

It was decided that any person that has paid their dues prior to the board elections may vote in that election.  It was also decided that food will be approved to be provided at this meeting.  It was decided that we will have ballots printed up, but only to be passed out for the upcoming election if there are nominations from the floor.

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

Elly Fairclough stated that $1800 had been collected from members at the Holiday Party.  Most of this was at the $50 and up level of membership with 30 people renewing their memberships.  There were 18 people that renewed at the base $15/$25 level.    A good portion of the dues that were collected are from sponsors.  There are additional individual member and family memberships that come into the club, but most of the money comes from club sponsors.  

Elly stated that there were 2 people that joined the club from the club tabling at the Teach-in event.  

NEWSLETTER

Editor Carl Schmid thanked everyone that made the last newsletter possible.   He stated that he will be resetting the donor list.  He will run the names of members as they pay and are reported to him by Elly.  He will run the names of the board members as they have pledged their amounts for the year.  

The articles will be the “Love Your Electeds” party, an article about involving young voters in the election process by Jesse Salinas and Stephen Souza’s birthday celebration after the board meeting.  The newsletter will also feature more statements from registered Democrats running for Davis City Council.  [It was announced at the meeting that Corrine Cook had died.  She was a long time member of the Davis Democratic Club going back to the 1960s.  She had worked on many political campaigns and will be missed by those that worked with her on these community campaigns.]

It was announced that the post office is requiring a second fastener on the newsletters.  This will in essence double the work in closing the newsletters, but it is predicted that it will not slow down the process of preparing the newsletters to be mailed, because it is only required for newsletter that leave the city of Davis.  There are only 5 newsletters that require this second fastener.  

GENERAL MEETINGS

LOVE YOUR ELECTEDS PARTY

The date for this event will be this coming Sunday, February 11.  The invitations had previously been mailed out.  Saira Delgado stated that our assembly person, Cecilia will be attending.  Bob Bockwinkel stated that the club will also advertise through e-mail and social media.   The club had also distributed invitations to the event at the teach-in.  Stephen stated that he will try to do a robocall for this event.  A sign-up list for board members to bring extra food to this event was distributed.  Robin Souza will decorate the tables for this event.  The club will once again have edible table decorations for this event provided by Richard Yamagata.  Preparations for the event will be from 5 to 6PM and the event will be from 6PM to 8PM.  The club will have a raffle including jewelry items donated by Stephen Souza and 4 t-shirts and a poster donated by Greg Cook.    The program will begin at 6:30PM and will feature the highest elected official and go on down, ending with local school board representatives.   

NEW & OLD BUSINESS

FACEBOOK, TWITTER, INSTAGRAM, and WEB SITE

Bob Bockwinkel stated that there was going to be a meeting to finalize the design elements on the new web site next Tuesday.  Chris Meyer is moving forward with the help of Elizabeth Oramas Diaz 

KUDOS

Carl Schmid gave kudos to Bill Julian for all of his work on setting up the Teach-in event.  He also thanked Rick for all of his efforts in setting up all of the club events.  

Rick Gonzales gave kudos to Giles, Bob, Elizabeth and Jan in their continue work on the social media efforts of the club and the work on the new web site.  

Ameer Alsawaf gave kudos to our sponsoring board members like Arun Sen, who paid for the site rental of the International House for the Holiday Party and the “Love Your Electeds” Party.  He also thanked Giles for his paying and donating fees for the club social media efforts.  

Kudos were given to Stephen Souza and all of those that made the streaming of the “teach-in” event possible.  It took 7 hours to upload the footage to Youtube for this event.  

Kudos were given to John Garamendi for filling the featured speaker slot for the teach-in event.  

Kudos were given by Bob Bockwinkel to Cecelia Aguiar-Curry for attending the Teach-in and for sponsoring the assembly bill supporting HR 669. 

At this point, people were anxious for the meeting to end, so we could get to the birthday cake.

FUTURE MEETINGS

The March 7 meeting will be in the Blanchard Room at the Davis Branch Yolo County Library after the board elections and will begin at 7:45PM.  The April 3 and May 1 meetings will be at  Blanchard Room at the Davis Branch Yolo County Library and begin at 7PM.

MOTION TO ADJOURN

Carl Schmid made a motion to adjourn, which was seconded by Arun Sen.  The board voted enthusiastically to adjourn with no objections.

The meeting adjourned at 8:18 PM.  

Minutes respectfully submitted by G Richard Yamagata on March 4, 2018.


