
Minutes of the Davis Democratic Club Board Meeting

Tuesday, April 3, 2018

Place: 
                            Blanchard Room of the

Davis Branch, Yolo County Library in Davis.

315 East 14th Street

North Davis, CA 95616

Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM by President Stephen Souza

Quorum was 7 members 

Members Present: 11 members present

President Stephen Souza

Vice President Rick Gonzales

Treasurer Ameer Alsawaf

Recording Secretary G Richard Yamagata 

Corresponding Secretary Giles Giovinazzi

Publicity Absent

Membership Chair Elly Fairclough

Newsletter Editor Absent

Immediate Past President  Arun Sen

Past President Bob Bockwinkel

Board Members:  Dillan Horton, Jan Agee, Tom Dowling

Ex-Officio: YCDP was represented by Dillan Horton and Davis College Dems was represented by no one. 

Board Members absent:  MRC Greenwood, Elizabeth Oramas Diaz, Carl Schmid,  

ATTENDANCE

The by-laws state that an individual cannot miss 3 meetings in a row.  It also states that a person cannot miss 3 meetings in a 5 meeting reporting period.  This is to prevent members from showing up every other meeting or 50% of the time.  

Ex-Officio members absent:  Bill Julian, Jim Provenza.

There was 1 guest present:  Saira Delgado

A quorum is 7 board members.  A Quorum was present at the meeting with 11 board members attending.

The board welcomed back Tom Dowling.  The board quorum requirement is now 8 members.  

President Stephen Souza stated that all students on the board had excused absences.

AGENDA

The agenda was presented to the board by the President, Stephen Souza.   

MOTION/VOTE

Bob Bockwinkel made the motion to pass the agenda.  Arun Sen seconded the motion.   The agenda was passed with unanimous approval.

MINUTES

The minutes for the General meeting had been posted to the server and an e-mail sent out to the board.  

MOTION/VOTE

The minutes were moved for approval by Stephen Souza and seconded by Bob Bockwinkel.  The minutes were passed as submitted without objection.

NEW BUSINESS

PUBLIC COMMENT

There were no members of the public in attendance that wished to speak.  

REPORTS

COLLEGE CAMPUS DEMS

The students are on spring break and not representative was present.

YCDP REPORT

Bob Schelen had e-mailed his report to Dillan.  He reported that the Yolo County Democratic Party had endorsed candidates for some office and for the others, the threshold for endorsement was not met.  The most significant was that out of 5 candidates for Davis City Council, only Linda Deos had enough votes to be endorsed.  Endorsed were:

Tom Lopez for Yolo County Sheriff

Garth Lewis for Yolo County Superintendent of Schools

Don Sayler for Yolo County Supervisor, District 2

Gary Sandy for Yolo County Supervisor, District 3

Linda Deos for Davis City Council

Dean Johanssen for Yolo County District Attorney

There were other announcements about campaigns where the YCDP was spending money and supplying volunteers for congressional races in other districts in the attempt to retake the House.

TREASURER REPORT

Treasurer Ameer Alsawef had previously e-mailed the bank statements to the board.   He gave a summary of the statements, stating that there was $17,522.09 in the Federal accounts and $334 in the State accounts.  The total is about $17,856 available in the club treasury.  

MOTION/VOTE

Bob Bockwinkel made the motion to close the Federal and the State bank accounts at US Bank in Davis and have the money moved to Community First Bank in Roseville.  The motion was seconded by Carl Schmid.  The motion passed with no objections.

The treasurer stated that it is taking a long time for people to sign in at events.  He suggested that the club issue ID cards.  The president suggested that we issue ID cards with the person’s First name and Last name initials and date of birth.  So, Bob Bockwinkel would be BB-MMDDYY or another example with actual numbers, G Richard Yamagata would be GY-091856.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS

BOARD MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

Bob announced the elections were successfully held at the last meeting.  Food was served and it brought in more members that previous years.   

The Davis Democratic Club board officers (2 year term) are:

President:  Stephen Souza 

Vice President:  Rick Gonzales

Treasurer:  Ameer Alsawaf

Recording Secretary:  G Richard Yamagata 

Membership Chair:  Elly Fairclough 

Corresponding Secretary:  Giles Giovinazzi 

Publicity Chair:  Elizabeth Oramas Diaz

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

Elly Fairclough stated that renewals keep trickling in.  A good portion of the dues that were collected are from sponsors.  There are additional individual member and family memberships that come into the club, but most of the money comes from club sponsors.  She also stated that people are getting better at filling in all of the information on the forms from the newsletter or on the envelopes.  The only problem is that some of the handwriting is hard to decipher.  She is currently keeping the original and sending a copy to Ameer with what she can discern in an electronic file to Ameer.  

Elly stated that a flyer for John Garamendi’s annual Basque Barbecue came to the PO Box.  

MOTION/VOTE

President Stephen Souza made the motion that the DDC sponsor the Basque Barbecue at the $500 level.  This motion was seconded by Rick.  The motion passed with 10 votes for and one abstention.  The abstention was registered by Dillan Horton who works for John Garamendi.  The by-laws state that people that work for political campaigns must disclose to the board.  Dillan felt that he needed to abstain from the vote, because of conflict of interest.

NEWSLETTER

Editor Carl Schmid is in Arizona.  He has 3 newsletters virtually ready to roll out at this time.  The next issue will cover the DDC officer election.  

GENERAL MEETINGS

CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH

Rick Gonzales is in contact with Bill Julian.  Because of family obligations, he cannot have the Champagne Brunch at his home until July 15 or July 22.  The board considered these dates, but opted to explore another location.  The board is optimistic and wants a location where over a hundred people can congregate and asked Arun Sen to explore the International House.  [The International House is booked up for all of the mornings until 1PM on the Sundays in June.  Arun Sen reserved all of the Sunday afternoons in June and the date will be decided at the next board meeting.]

FOURTH OF JULY in THE PARK

The Davis Democratic Club does not have the beer concession this year.  It also did not win the beer concession for next year.  It was reported that Carl Schmid stated that all was going well in planning for the booth.

YOLO COUNTY FAIR BOOTH

The Davis Democratic Club will once again man the YCDP booth on Saturday.  This will be August 18, this year.  

NEW & OLD BUSINESS

FACEBOOK, TWITTER, INSTAGRAM, and WEB SITE

Bob Bockwinkel stated that the Facebook page has over 1000 followers now.  He turned over the reporting to Giles, who stated that the web site is up and running now.  Elly asked that there be a form on the web site to solicit members.  Giles stated that he would work to have this completed by the next meeting.  

As for Facebook, Giles reported that there are over 160 people that respond to posts.  The traffic there is all supportive with only one or two posts over the entire thousands of comments that are hostile.  No posts have yet had to be deleted.

NEW BUSINESS

Last month President Stephen Souza gave Arun Sen the job of exploring an amendment to the by-laws to allow the DDC President to authorize the spending of club money without convening a special meeting.  Arun Sen came up with a standing rule that did not require an amendment to the by-laws.  He suggested that $500 be the limited amount of money that can be authorized for a check.

MOTION/VOTE

Arun Sen made the motion that the DDC President can authorize the one time spending of up to $500 and the issuance of an aggregated amount of $500 at the president’s discretion per month.  This will not require the approval of the board.  The president will report the authorized spending of this money at the next board meeting.  

This motion was seconded by Bob Bockwinkel.   The motion passed with unanimous consent.  

KUDOS

Our treasurer Ameer thanked all of the board members that contribute donations in-kind for Davis Democratic Club events.  These help by not depleting the club treasury and keeping our events going with lots of resources that are being used.  The best example is Arun Sen, who has paid for the club events held at the International House.

Elly Fairclough gave kudos to Lubs Schmid for continuing to act as Club photographer.  Her photos from the election were appreciated as a record for the 2018 club officer election.   

Dillan Horton gave kudos to all of the people that volunteered at the Yolo County Central Committee, especially to those that interviewed the political candidates and gave the reports that were presented to the YCDP and were the basis for the endorsement votes.  

Bob Bockwinel gave kudos to the DDC social media team for their work on Facebook, Twitter, and the web site.  He especially wanted the board to give kudos on reaching 1000 followers on Facebook.

President Stephen Souza wanted to give kudos to Tom Dowling for coming back to the board after he broke his hip.  President Souza stated that Tom has made himself important to the publication of the newsletter each month and he was sorely missed as he recovered from his injury.

FUTURE MEETINGS

The May 1 and June 5 meetings will be at  Blanchard Room at the Davis Branch Yolo County Library and begin at 7PM.

MOTION TO ADJOURN

Arun Sen made a motion to adjourn, which was seconded by Elly Fairclough.  The board voted enthusiastically to adjourn with no objections.

The meeting adjourned at 8:10 PM.  

Minutes respectfully submitted by G Richard Yamagata on April 30, 2018.


