
Minutes of the Davis Democratic Club Board Meeting

Tuesday, May 1, 2018

Place: 
                            Blanchard Room of the

Davis Branch, Yolo County Library in Davis.

315 East 14th Street

North Davis, CA 95616

Meeting called to order at 7:05 PM by President Stephen Souza

Quorum was 8 members 

Members Present: 10 members present

President Stephen Souza

Vice President Rick Gonzales

Treasurer absent

Recording Secretary G Richard Yamagata 

Corresponding Secretary absent

Publicity absent

Membership Chair Elly Fairclough

Newsletter Editor Carl Schmid

Immediate Past President absent

Past President Bob Bockwinkel

Board Members:  Jan Agee, Tom Dowling

Ex-Officio: YCDP was represented by Bob Schelen and Davis College Dems was represented by Perin Swanlund. 

Board Members absent:  Ameer Alsawaf, Arun Sen, Dillan Horton, Giles Giovinazzi, MRC Greenwood, Elizabeth Oramas Diaz.

ATTENDANCE

The by-laws state that an individual cannot miss 3 meetings in a row.  It also states that a person cannot miss 3 meetings in a 5 meeting reporting period.  This is to prevent members from showing up every other meeting or 50% of the time.  

Ex-Officio members absent:  Bill Julian, Jim Provenza.

There was 1 guest present:  Saira Delgado

A quorum is 8 board members.  A Quorum was present at the meeting with 10 board members attending.

The board welcomed back Tom Dowling.  The board quorum requirement is now 8 members.  

President Stephen Souza stated that all students on the board had excused absences.  Ameer and Dillan Horton have excused absences.  

AGENDA

The agenda was presented to the board by the President, Stephen Souza.   

MOTION/VOTE

Bob Bockwinkel made the motion to pass the agenda.  Carl Schmid seconded the motion.   The agenda was passed with unanimous approval.

MINUTES

The minutes for the April Board meeting had been posted to the server and an e-mail sent out to the board.  

MOTION/VOTE

The minutes were moved for approval by Bob Bockwinkel and seconded by Carl Schmid.  The minutes were passed as submitted without objection.

NEW BUSINESS

PUBLIC COMMENT

Carl Schmid introduced Rachel Yasui.  She is a member of the DDC and wants to volunteer for activities, but does not want to commit to joining the board.  She was warmly welcomed to the meeting.

It was announced at this time that the John Garamendi Basque Barbecue was coming up fast.  The DDC is sponsoring this event at the $500 level, which gives the club tickets.  This was approved at the last meeting.  Tom Dowling volunteered to represent the club at this event with his wife.   

REPORTS

COLLEGE CAMPUS DEMS

Perrin reported that the Campus Dems were preparing for next year with new leadership.  He assured the DDC that the newly elected board will be as committed and active as this year’s.  He thanked the club for all of the support the club has given the Campus Dems this year.  They are busy with activities, like precinct canvassing and phone banking for 4 Democratic candidates.  

Bob Bockwinkel asked Perrin to submit a newsletter article of this last year’s activities, which he agreed to write.  

Saira Delgado gave a report for State Assembly representative Cecilia Aguiar-Curry.  They just had a workshop in Woodland, this last weekend.  

YCDP REPORT

Bob Schelen went over the endorsed candidates once more.  Endorsed by the Yolo County Democratic Party were:

Tom Lopez for Yolo County Sheriff

Garth Lewis for Yolo County Superintendent of Schools

Don Sayler for Yolo County Supervisor, District 2

Gary Sandy for Yolo County Supervisor, District 3

Linda Deos for Davis City Council

Dean Johanssen for Yolo County District Attorney

Bob stated that there was a mailer being sent out urging registered Democrats to vote for these people.  Also, there will be phone banking for these candidates that is being hosted at the homes of Dillan Horton, Bob Bockwinkel and Tom Dowling.  After the June election, the YCDP is going to hit the ground running with a “summit” on the following Saturday from 9Am to 5PM here in the Blanchard Room.  This is to flip the house from Red to Blue.  

The YCDP will try to grow fundraising events from the Bean Feed in the Fall to 4 events, one hosted per quarter.  The first of these will be on Friday, May 18th [which has already occurred at the writing of these minutes].  The Bean Feed will be on Saturday, September 16th from 6 to 8PM.  

Bob announced the next meeting of the YCDP, which will have occurred on May 21.  

TREASURER REPORT

Treasurer Ameer Alsawef had previously e-mailed the bank statements to the board.   In his absence, Stephen Souza gave a summary of the statements, stating that there was $17,522.09 in the Federal accounts and $334 in the State accounts.  The total is about $17,856 available in the club treasury.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS

BOARD MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

Bob Bockwinkel once again reported a successful election two meetings ago.  

The Davis Democratic Club board officers (2 year term) are:

President:  Stephen Souza 

Vice President:  Rick Gonzales

Treasurer:  Ameer Alsawaf

Recording Secretary:  G Richard Yamagata 

Membership Chair:  Elly Fairclough 

Corresponding Secretary:  Giles Giovinazzi 

Publicity Chair:  Elizabeth Oramas Diaz

Bob reported that he is talking to people that are Democrats about what they will do after the election if they do not win, asking them to consider joining the board.  He stated that the women all said that they would run again in two years, if they do not win this time.  Linda Deos said she would continue on the board if she is not elected, but that does not seem likely at this time.  Bob said he is talking to other registered Democrats.  

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

Elly Fairclough stated that renewals keep trickling in.  Of 200 active members on the roster, 65 have yet to renew.  She thinks that there will be a large number of people that will be renewing at the Champagne Brunch.  A good portion of the dues that have been collected are from sponsors.  There are additional individual member and family memberships that come into the club, but most of the money comes from club sponsors.  

Elly asked about recruitment of members from the web site.  She stated that she is receiving e-mails from interested individuals that may be coming from the web site.  There was discussion that the membership form from the newsletter is at the web site.  

NEWSLETTER

Elly asked that the board consider going to an electronic newsletter, because it is the biggest on-going cost for the club.  She asked that the board at least consider cutting the number of newsletters back to at least 10/year.   The other thing to consider is that the mailings are not more work intensive, since the Post Office now requires 3 binding stickers that have to be placed the newsletters.  

Carl addressed Elly’s concerns.  He stated that there is no lack of material to go into the newsletter, especially in election years.  He went over the number of articles that people have volunteered to send in to be published.  

Other board members expressed their opinion that the newsletter being received in the mail is a thing that is looked for and even looked forward to.  It is also handed out at various booth events, like 4th of July, Bean Feed, and the recent public forum held here in the Blanchard Room.  Bob Bockwinkel stated that he would like to see things reprinted in the newsletter, like the endorsement list that was approved by the YCDP  for this upcoming election.

GENERAL MEETINGS

CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH

This event is scheduled for June 10th at the International House from 2 to 4PM.  It will be a late Brunch event.  There will be a sign-up list circulated at the next meeting for food items.  The price will be $15/person or $25/couple.  A list of speakers are being considered.  Bob Bockwinkel volunteered to coordinate the live music group.  Rick Gonzales will talk to Cap Thompson about the Crawdads performing at the Brunch.  If the Crawdads cannot perform, Bob and Rick know of another group made up of Odd Fellows.  

FOURTH OF JULY in THE PARK

The Davis Democratic Club does not have the beer concession this year.  Carl says that the booth this year is well in hand.

YOLO COUNTY FAIR BOOTH

The Davis Democratic Club will once again man the YCDP booth on Saturday.  This will be August 18, this year.  

NEW & OLD BUSINESS

FACEBOOK, TWITTER, INSTAGRAM, and WEB SITE

Bob Bockwinkel stated that the Facebook page has over 1000 followers now and gets between 6 thousand to 14 thousand likes a month.  Giles and Jan put up cool stuff.  There is only one hater, but this person has not had any of his posts blocked.  Giles has been engaging this person in threads at the Facebook site.  

NEW BUSINESS

Rick Gonzales asked about the headquarters site for the November election.  He was told that it will be the same location as it was for the last election cycle.

Bob Bockwinkel wants to establish a Davis Democratic Club gathering at a coffee shop once a month.  Arun Sen also is interested in doing this.  The President of the club, Stephen Souza asked Bob to be aware of not having a quorum of the board at these meetings and that he should not conduct club business at the gatherings.  Bob assured the board that this would not happen.  He wanted to at least be able to use club resources to inform club members about the coffee shop gatherings.  Stephen stated that he gives executive permission for Bob to do this and submit the announcement of the meetings to all of the social media, newsletter, and e-mail lists.   Bob stated that he would start by advertising the monthly coffee shop gatherings through Facebook.  Bob also stated that he would send an announcement to Carl in the next 10 days for inclusion in the next newsletter.  

OLD BUSINESS

It was pointed out by Rachel Yasui that a membership related item was skipped over:  the renewal of DDC Board positions that are not specified in the by-laws.  G Richard Yamagata stated that many of those people were not at the meeting today.  President Stephen Souza stated that since we have a quorum, we should vote on this.   The people that need to be voted upon are:  Jan Agee, Tom Dowling, Bob Bockwinkel, Carl Schmid (present at this meeting) and the absent Arun Sen, Dillan Horton, and MRC Greenwood.  Bob Bockwinkel and Arun Sen are part of the Executive Committee as passed presidents and Carl Schmid by virtue of his editorship of the newsletter, but membership still needs to be renewed.  

MOTION/VOTE

Carl Schmid made the motion that the board renew the board appointments of Jan Agee, Tom Dowling, Bob Bockwinkel, Arun Sen, Dillan Horton, and MRC Greenwood for a term of 2 years (as specified by the by-laws).  Bob Bockwinkel seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously with no objection.

KUDOS

Bob Bockwinkel gave Kudos to Elly Fairclough, Carl Schmid, and G Richard Yamagata for their doing all of the day to day grunt work for the club.   He said that this is the repetitive actions that keep the club going and they contribute each day to keeping the club going.  Elly also noted that Treasurer Ameer Alsawaf should be mentioned and thanked for doing the bookkeeping and that he does the work that she does not want to do.   

Kudos was given to Stephen Souza for his on-going fulfillment of his role as President.  It was stated that everyone hopes for his continued good health as his personal pool service work increases by the day as the others in the industry are retiring.

FUTURE MEETINGS

The June 5 meeting was moved to Wednesday June 6, because of the election.  The June 6 and the July 3 meetings will be at  Blanchard Room at the Davis Branch Yolo County Library and begin at 7PM.

MOTION TO ADJOURN

Carl Schmid made the motion to adjourn, which was seconded by Tom Dowling.  The board voted to adjourn with no objections.

The meeting adjourned at 8:07 PM.  

Minutes respectfully submitted by G Richard Yamagata on June 2, 2018.


