
Minutes of the Davis Democratic Club Board Meeting

Wednesday, September 5, 2018

Place:  Democratic Campaign Headquarters

Track Side

911 Third Street

Down Town Davis, CA 95616

Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM by President Stephen Souza

Quorum was 8 members 

Members Present: 12 members present

President Stephen Souza

Vice President Rick Gonzales

Treasurer Ameer Alsawaf

Recording Secretary G Richard Yamagata 

Corresponding Secretary Giles Giovinazzi

Publicity Elizabeth Oramas Dias

Membership Chair Elly Fairclough

Newsletter Editor Carl Schmid

Immediate Past President Absent

Past President Bob Bockwinkel

Board Members:  Jan Agee, Dillan Horton

Ex-Officio: YCDP was represented by Dillan Horton and Davis College Dems was represented by Perin Swanlund. 

MRC Greenwood has been granted a sabbatical.  Arun Sen had a medical procedure in the bay area and was not able to attend this meeting.  Linda Deos was in Hong Kong.

Board Members absent:  Arun Sen, Linda Deos, Tom Dowling, MRC Greenwood.

ATTENDANCE

The by-laws state that an individual cannot miss 3 meetings in a row.  It also states that a person cannot miss 3 meetings in a 5 meeting reporting period.  This is to prevent members from showing up every other meeting or 50% of the time.  

Ex-Officio members absent:  Bob Schelen, Bill Julian, Jim Provenza.

There were 4 guest present:  Saira Delgado, Rita Durgan, Melissa Moreno, Derek Corea.

A quorum is 8 board members.  A Quorum was present at the meeting with 12 board members attending.

President Stephen Souza stated that all students on the board had excused absences for Summer break.  Elizabeth Oramas Diaz returned from Florida, where she was working on Democratic candidate campaigns.  The board warmly welcomed her back from the front lines of the national campaign to take back the house and senate.

AGENDA

The agenda was presented to the board by the President, Stephen Souza.   

MOTION/VOTE

Dillan Hortonl made the motion to pass the agenda.  Carl Schmid seconded the motion.   The agenda was passed with unanimous approval.

MINUTES

The minutes for the August Board meeting had been posted to the server and an e-mail sent out to the board.  

DISCUSSION

There were two corrections that were asked for to the minutes taken by Arun Sen.  Since, I was not at the meeting, I had no clue as to what was discussed about the corrections needed.  I took notes which I intended to pass on to Arun, but he has had health problems and had spent 5 days in the hospital.  I was unable to discuss the changes with him and still have not discussed the changes with him.  

The corrections are that a congressional candidate had attended the August meeting and that his name was spelled incorrectly and needed to be corrected in the minutes.  The next correction was that there were 3 excused absences for the August meeting that were not noted in the minutes.

MOTION/VOTE

With the changes noted above to be made, the minutes were moved for approval by Elly Fairclough and Jan Agee.  The minutes were seconded by Carl Schmid.  The minutes were passed as submitted without objection and with no abstentions.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Melissa Moreno said that she was running for Yolo County Board of Education for District 2.  She has received the endorsement of the Yolo County Democratic Party.  

Derek Corea is the newest member of the Davis Democratic Club.  He was attending the meeting to find out how he can help.  He moved from Ohio and works in Sacramento, helping the homeless.  He passed around a handout that he distributes to the homeless that lists various services and aid that they can seek help from.  

REPORTS

COLLEGE CAMPUS DEMS

Perrin reported that there was nothing to report for the Campus Dems were still on Summer Break.  He stated that the new President, Maya Delarosa, and the Executive Director, Erin Lathe are in Southern California and working with the Alumni club.  They are doing precinct walking and phone banking to “Flip the 14.”  Once they hold their first meeting, they should have more to report.

YOLO COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY - YCDP REPORT

Dillan Horton gave the report for the YCDP.  He stated that on Saturday, September 8, would be the grand opening of the Democratic Headquarters in Davis, the facility we were using for this meeting – 911 3rd Street, downtown Davis, CA.  Congressman Garamendi will be the keynote speaker for the grand opening event.  Sister District will be at the headquarters that day, manning the phone banks.  

On Sunday, September 16, the 42nd Annual Bean Feed will take place from 4:30 to 8PM.  Tickets were available on-line.  The club also has tickets from its sponsorship of the event.  Some of these tickets are available for those club members that cannot afford one to attend this event.  The DDC sponsored this event at the $5000 level.  It was requested that an e-mail be sent to the club members.  President Stephen Souza also said that he will send out a robocall to club members on the 14th and 15th with a 30 second reminder to members about the Bean Feed.  

Dillan talked about “Flip the 14,” “take back the House,” and “Keep families together” campaign organizations that are using the headquarters.  He stated that the booth at the Yolo County Fair went fairly well and it was very cool, since the booth was next to a cooling fan sales booth that was well stocked with fans that were running.  The booth handed out a lot of literature for Democratic candidates running for office, both state wide and locally.  

Saira Delgado gave a report for State Assembly representative Cecilia Aguiar-Curry.   She stated that the legislative session had closed and if there was any bill that anyone wanted a report about at the close of the session, they can call the office in Davis in the County Building on B Street.   On Sep 8, 2018 Cecilla will be hosting an “Americans with Disabilities Ace Compliance Workshop” sponsored by the California Civil Justice Foundation.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

BOARD MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

Bob Bockwinkel reported that he is continuing to discuss with a number of people that ran for Davis City Council and who were not elected, talking with them to serve on the Davis Democratic Club board.  

He formally requested that Don Saylor be elected as an ex-officio to the Davis Democratic Club board,  He said, since we have Jim Provenza as an ex-officio on the board, we should elect him to the board.  This will be an item on the agenda at the next board meeting.  It was stated that Jim Provenza is listed as chair for the Davis Democratic Club by-laws committee.  All board members, including ex-officios have assigned tasks on the board.  

In this section of the meeting, Bob reported on his activities at the Davis Campaign headquarters.  He volunteered with 35 other people addressing post cards to be mailed out to get registered Democrats to the polls this November.  He stated that he recruited two new members for the DDC, who were members of the Blue Wave Democrats.  He lastly talked about school board candidates that he had invited to speak at the ProBizExchange meetings, including Melissa who attended this meeting and was speaking at the Sept 19 PBE meeting.  He mentioned that David Murphy and Cindy Pickett were speaking at the next day’s PBE meeting (Sept 5).  

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

Elly Fairclough stated that this is a quiet time for the membership committee.  The next time red dots will be placed on the newsletters will be before the Holiday Party.  That is where a large number of memberships are paid for the New Year.  New and renewed memberships brought in $315 for August.  She stated that there are 225 newsletters that are mailed to member households each month.  In her opinion, the membership is stable with new people joining as people leave the area or pass away.

NEWSLETTER

Carl Schmid reported that the next club newsletter will be easy to put together.  It will feature an article about the Yolo Blue Wave, about the Yolo County Bean Feed, and the Davis Democratic Campaign Headquarters grand opening featuring John Garamendi as keynote speaker.  There will also be about 4 articles about school board candidates, including David Murphy and Melissa Moreno for the county seats and Cindy Pinkett and one other for the Davis city seat.  

TREASURER REPORT

Treasurer Ameer Alsawef had previously e-mailed the bank statements to the board.   He reported that @$12286 is in the Federal account and $364 is in the State account.  The total is about $12,600 available in the club treasury.  He stated that everything is fine with his communications with River City.  They will be making a report for the club that is due at the end of the year.

Ameer reported that the $5000 awarded to Flip the 14 has not been picked up by that organization.  It was reported by one of the board members that there may be legal reasons the check has not been claimed by Flip the 14.  

MOTION

Carl Schmid made the motion that the club directly donate $1000 to 7 of the congressional campaigns targeted by Flip the 14.  Bob Bockwikel made the friendly amendment that the club include a $1000 check to John Garamendi.   

Bob Bockwinkel continued to speak for then next 10 minutes about donating money to the 7 individual congressional Democratic campaigns in districts that had Republican congressmen plus giving $1000 to John Garamendi’s congressional campaign.  

There was some debate about giving the money to the seven campaigns that needed the money that had the most chance of winning the congressional seat, versus giving the money to the 7 campaigns that most needed the money.  

It was decided that the club would contact Flip the 14 to first find out if they were going to pick up the check.  If they cannot pick up the check, the club then authorizes that $8000 be given to the 7 campaigns that Filp the 14 says the money will do the most good that will help change the US Congress from Red to Blue and $1000 to be given to the John Garamendi campaign.  

VOTE

The motion as amended passed with 10 aye votes and 1 abstention.  

GENERAL MEETINGS

DAVIS CAMPAIGN HEADQUARTERS Grand opening event.

This was thoroughly discussed previously.

DDC FALL BARBECUE

This event will be held at the Davis Democratic Club headquarters at Trackside, 911 3rd street on Saturday, October 13.  This will be a working event where volunteers will be fed and club members invited to come eat and work or just come down to see the headquarters and eat.  Food will be served from noon until 2PM.  People can stay and work as long as they want.  The club will purchase the food to be barbecued and served.  It will include store bought potato salad.  There will be no charge for this event.  A donation jar will be set-up where people can donate to the club to help pay for food.  All local candidates will be invited to this event.  Bob Bockwinkel wanted Democrats running for school board elections to be among those invited to attend this meet and greet event.  It was emphasized that food will be barbecued from noon until 2pm.  At 2 pm, the barbecue grills will be turned off.  

HOLIDAY PARTY

The holiday venue has not yet been secured.  The first Sunday is on December 2.  Arun Sen will be contacted to reserve the International House for this event.  [The International House has been secured for Saturday, December 1.  This is one week after Thanksgiving and it is the first day of December.  It was decided that Saturday may improve club participation.]

NEW & OLD BUSINESS

FACEBOOK, TWITTER, INSTAGRAM, and WEB SITE

Bob Bockwinkel stated that the Facebook page has been extremely active with new posts of articles and photos from all over the country.  The site now has over 1200 followers now and gets over 71,000 looks a month.  There is a lot of cross traffic between the Davis DDC Facebook page and the Indivisible Yolo Facebook page.  The club is sharing content with other web sites, like “Keeping Families Together.”  

The web site is active with people being referred to it for club membership information.  The newsletter is being distributed from there and the calendar of events page is also being used.  They still have to get analytics to study the traffic through the web site.  

NEW BUSINESS

There was a request for a new business item to be discussed by Bob Bockwinkel, but it was purely informational and no motion was made to vote upon.  It was a call for volunteers to help with Jessica Morse for the California 4th district in Roseville.  They need people to phone bank and do precinct canvassing and register voters.  


KUDOS

Bob Bockwinkel once again thanked Giles Giovinazzi for his work in putting together and maintaining the Face Book page.  He stated that this is the most significant endeavor by the club that has the most far reaching effect.

Dillan Horton gave kudos to the people the training event at the Davis Senior Center for the Blue Wave.  He said that it was a learning experience and it was a presentation of professional knowledge on how to organize and run a campaign.  

Bob Bockwinkel stated that he learn two major things from this event that in Virginia, 5000 post cards were mailed out to people that did not regularly vote in midterm elections.  This mailing increased voter turn out by 14%.  The second thing was that people that walked precincts talked to people and identified them as people that did not vote in midterm elections.  These people were asked to sign a postcard that was later mailed back to them.  This increased voter participation by 20% amongst the people that signed the post cards and identified themselves as people that did not normally turn out to vote.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Various fundraising events were announced that have since passed.  

FUTURE MEETINGS

The October 2nd and November 13 meetings will be held at the Davis Campaign headquarters at Trackside, 911 3rd Street.  The November 13th meeting is a special meeting and will be the second Tuesday of the month, not the first.  At this meeting, we will have the annual Davis Democratic Club Birthday Cake.  All club members are welcome to attend.  The cake cutting is scheduled for 8PM.  People can come and sit through the meeting or just come for cake at 8 PM.  

MOTION TO ADJOURN

Dillan Horton made the motion to adjourn, which was seconded by Bob Bockwinkel.  The board voted to adjourn with no objections.

The meeting adjourned at 8:07 PM.  

Minutes respectfully submitted by G Richard Yamagata on September 29, 2018.


