
Minutes of the Davis Democratic Club Board Meeting

Wednesday, October 2, 2018

Place:  Democratic Campaign Headquarters

Track Side

911 Third Street

Down Town Davis, CA 95616

Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM by President Stephen Souza

Quorum was 8 members 

Members Present: 13 members present

President Stephen Souza

Vice President Rick Gonzales arrived after Membership Committee agenda item.

Treasurer Ameer Alsawaf

Recording Secretary G Richard Yamagata 

Corresponding Secretary Giles Giovinazzi

Publicity Elizabeth Oramas Dias

Membership Chair Elly Fairclough

Newsletter Editor Carl Schmid

Immediate Past President Arun Sen,

Past President Bob Bockwinkel

Board Members:  Jan Agee, Dillan Horton

Ex-Officio: YCDP was represented by Bob Schelen, who reported via telepresence.

MRC Greenwood has been granted a sabbatical.  Linda Deos was on a trip.

Board Members absent:  Rick Gonzales, Linda Deos, Tom Dowling, MRC Greenwood.

ATTENDANCE

The by-laws state that an individual cannot miss 3 meetings in a row.  It also states that a person cannot miss 3 meetings in a 5 meeting reporting period.  This is to prevent members from showing up every other meeting or 50% of the time.  

Ex-Officio members absent:  Bob Schelen, Bill Julian, Jim Provenza.

There were 6 guest present:  Saira Delgado, Rita Durgan, Melissa Moreno, William Kelly, Don Saylor, and Sophia Sweeney.

A quorum is 8 board members.  A Quorum was present at the meeting with 12 board members attending.

The Davis Campus Dems were not represented at this meeting.  They are all involved with O week activities on campus.  The recording secretary was asked to add  the president’s name to the e-mail list.

AGENDA

The agenda was presented to the board by the President, Stephen Souza.   

MOTION/VOTE

Carl Schmid made the motion to pass the agenda with no changes.  Dillan Horton seconded the motion.   The agenda was passed with unanimous approval.

MINUTES

The minutes for the September Board meeting had been posted to the server and an e-mail sent out to the board.  

MOTION/VOTE

The minutes were moved for approval by Carl Schmid.  The approval of the minutes was seconded by Bob Bockwinkel.  The minutes were passed as submitted without objection and with no abstentions.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Dilan Hortan introduced a college student, who was a volunteer at the headquarters, where we were having our meeting.  Her name is Sophia Sweeney.  Everyone welcomed her to the meeting and thanked her for volunteering at the headquarters.

Melissa Moreno had worked a booth for the West Yolo Democratic Club at the Bean Feed.  She said that she was running for Yolo County Board of Education for District 2.  She was here seeking the endorsement of the club, which will be discussed under new business.  

Dillan Horton stated that the Bean Feed in September was the “Best Bean Feed Ever.”  Dillan also stated that he was distributing lawn signs.  The board members were asked to pick up signs.  There was a donation that was asked for each sign.  

Dillan stated that the headquarter volunteers were all working hard.  He reminded people of the 2016 election where people were shocked that night by Trump winning the presidency.  He said that there was a feeling that everyone did not do enough and were too complacent.  Dillan asked for people to volunteer at the headquarters and that the volunteers “leave it all on the field and do all that they can, so there will be no regrets” as we view the election results on Tuesday night.

REPORTS

COLLEGE CAMPUS DEMS

As stated before, the Davis College Campus Dems were all busy with O week activities and it was stated that some of them were also ill.

YOLO COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY - YCDP REPORT

Bob Schelen gave the report for the YCDP via Skype.  He thanked the Davis Democratic Club on behalf of the YCDP for the $5000 sponsorship of the 42nd Annual Bean Feed, which took place on Sunday, September 16.  Bob stated that they took in over $4000 that night.  There was $12,000 taken in for the event before that night, which included the $5000 from the DDC.  

Bob stated that the YCDP still needed money to send out a slate card for the November 6 election.  This is something that the YCDP normally does for each election.  

Bob ended his report by saying what a great job Dillan Horton was doing at the headquarters.

Saira Delgado gave a short report for State Assembly representative Cecilia Aguiar-Curry on her activities before the election.   

COMMITTEE REPORTS

BOARD MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

Bob Bockwinkel asked for more time, as Don Saylor had not yet arrived.   Bob had  formally requested that Don Saylor be elected as an ex-officio to the Davis Democratic Club board,  

TREASURER REPORT

Treasurer Ameer Alsawef had previously e-mailed the bank statements to the board, last month.  There was no report e-mail as of yet, because he had not received the latest bank statement, this being the 2nd of the month.   He reported that @$5316.15 is in the Federal account and $364 is in the State account.  We had started out the month of September with over $12,600, but with the donations to campaigns and bills, the balance is now, just over $5000.  The total is about $12,600 available in the club treasury.  He stated that everything is fine with his communications with River City.  They will be making a report for the club that is due at the end of the year.

Ameer reported that the $5000 awarded to Flip the 14 was collected.  The club also donated $500 to the congressional campaigns of Janice Morris and $1000 to John Garamendi.  

There was a discussion about the club’s account at the Davis Post office. The club has 3 accounts with the post office and some of them have money in them and some have been depleted.  The club sent $450 to the post office for the account that has to do with the mailing of the newsletters.  The renewal of the Post Office Box is due some time next year and is one of the 3 accounts.  

BOARD MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

Don Saylor had arrived and Bob Bockwinkel introduced him to the board, though everyone at the meeting knew who he is.  He then left the room as we considered his ex-officio membership to the board.  

The meeting went into close session.   The discussion was very short.

MOTION/VOTE

Carl Schmid made the motion that Don Saylor be elected as an ex-officio member of the board.  Bob Bockwinkel seconded the motion.  The board voted unanimously, 12 – 0, to approve his membership. 

Don Saylor was welcomed into the room as the newest DDC board member.  

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

Elly Fairclough stated that $500 in sponsorships had come in since the last meeting.  She said that many people renew their membership at the Holiday Party.  Red dots will be applied to the newsletters after the Valentine’s Day Party.  When asked by Rick Gonzales, about the number of members versus household memberships, She stated that there are about 130 to 140 households with 200 active memberships on the books.  Of these, 170 are currently marked as paid members.  She stated that there are 225 newsletters that are mailed to member households each month.  In her opinion, the membership is stable with new people joining as people leave the area or pass away.

Ellie asked the club to purchase copies of the book, Don’t Think of an Elephant.  This book has been revised from its 2004 edition.  She would like members to be able to purchase this book through the DDC.  The club had purchased and distributed the book back in 2006.   Many on the board thought that this was a good idea.  This was approved by the president and funding of this project will be done through discretionary funds.  

NEWSLETTER

Carl Schmid reported on the content of the newsletter, given that the production-mailing aspect had previously been discussed.   He also reported that Pam Nieberg wanted to submit a No on L article for the newsletter.  Since the board has not considered a position on this local issue for Davis, Carl stated that he would seek an article from the Yes on L people.  If both cannot be run, he will not run only a single article.  He stated that he will publish a thank you letter from Andrew Kim for the $5000 in donation to Flip the 14 from the Davis Democratic Club.  He also stated that he will run an article from Elly about the book “ Don’t Think of an Elephant.”  All of this will be published in the next newsletter before the election. 

DAVIS CAMPAIGN HEADQUARTERS

This was all covered by the YCDP report section of the meeting.  There was a request by Kimball Pope at the headquarters for more space to house more phone calling volunteers.  This was provided by the firm renting out the Trackside buildings at no additional charge.  Dillan stated that “free” is always good.   This was possible, because the buildings are emptying out as they are to be rebuilt in 2019.

GENERAL MEETINGS

DDC FALL BARBECUE

This event will be held at the Davis Democratic Club headquarters at Trackside, 911 3rd street on Saturday, October 13.  This will be a working event where volunteers will be fed and club members invited to come eat and work or just come down to see the headquarters and eat.  Volunteer work will begin at 10AM.  They plan for post card mailer preparation and phone banking work.  Food will be served from noon until 2PM.  People can stay and work as long as they want.  The club will purchase the food to be barbecued and served.  It will include store bought potato salad.  There will be no charge for this event.  A donation jar will be set-up where people can donate to the club to help pay for food.  All local candidates will be invited to this event.  Bob Bockwinkel wanted Democrats running for school board elections to be among those invited to attend this meet and greet event.  It was emphasized that food will be barbecued from noon until 2pm.  At 2 pm, the barbecue grills will be turned off.  

HOLIDAY PARTY

The holiday venue has been secured.  The event will be the first Saturday on December 1.  Arun Sen reserved the International House for this event.  This is one week and two days after Thanksgiving and it is the first day of December.  It was decided that Saturday may improve club participation.   Rick Gonzales was asked to start the process for the liquor license for both the Holiday Party and the Valentine’s Day Party.

VALENTINE’S DAY PARTY

This will be placed on the next meetings Agenda.

NEW & OLD BUSINESS

FACEBOOK, TWITTER, INSTAGRAM, and WEB SITE

Bob Bockwinkel stated that the Facebook page has been extremely active with a lot of new information being put up on the page.  Just a single article put up has garnered 17,000 accesses and has been picked up by other Facebook accounts.  The site continues to have over 1300 followers now and continues to get over 71,000 looks a month.  There is a lot of cross traffic between the Davis DDC Facebook page and other Facebook accounts.  The club continues to share content with other web sites.

The web site is active with people being referred to it for club membership information.  The newsletter is being distributed from there and the calendar of events page is also being used.  Carl reported that there was a formatting hiccup at the club web site and the add-on to handle uploading of the newsletter was inactive or crashed.  He contacted Chris, who has moved to LA, and he was able to repair the add-on and Carl was able to upload the newsletter.  Carl stated that since Chris is in LA, he needs someone more local and responsive for work on the web site.  He stated that Elizabeth Oramas Diaz and Richard Yamagata have worked with Word Press and he proposed to draft them to do work at the web site.  He needs to get the account passwords to them and they can start accessing and working at the web site.

NEW BUSINESS

Bob Bockwinkel just wanted the board to know that more volunteers are needed for post card mailer preparation and precinct walking.  He wants to have 6 to 8 precinct walk parties.  Bob said that he will send out notices for these parties.  

ENDORSEMENT FOR YOLO COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD

Melissa Moreno requested an endorsement for the office that she is running for, which is Yolo County School Board District 2.   The board had questions for Melissa and then went into close session to deliberate.

Public Session on request for endorsement

The public portion and minutes recording began once again when Melissa Moreno entered the room.  President Stephen Souza explained that the board does not usually endorse for local candidates, because it becomes too divisive for the club membership.  The board and the club have endorsed in the past, but only after collecting information about all of the candidates.  Since the board has not heard from her opponent, David Murphy, who says that he is a new member of the Davis Democratic Club, Stephen told her that she can seek not just the endorsement by the DDC Board, but an endorsement of the DDC membership.  She and David Murphy would be invited to attend the Club Fall Barbecue and an endorsement vote will be held at this general membership meeting and function.  This would be an endorsement by the entire DDC and not just the board of directors.  David Murphy will be informed of this meeting.  Bob Bockwinkel and G Richard Yamagata will both contact David Murphy to ensure that he will be at the DDC Fall Barbecue and will be told about the vote for endorsement.  Rick Gonzales also said that he would contact David Murphy.  

KUDOS

Elly Fairclough gave kudos to the Davis Post Office staff.  She explained that she has had to deal with multiple people at the post office and that it took 2 hours to resolve just one of the 3 accounts that club has at the post office.  She says that the post office is extremely helpful once she can find someone to talk to about the accounts and that the personnel keeps changing at the Davis Post Office.  Carl expanded the Kudos to include all of the people that deal with the Post office for the club including:  Elly, Giles Giovinazzi, Stephen Souza, and Tom Dowling,

Elly Fairclough asked the board to give Kudos to the Democrats on the Senate Judicial Committee for all of their work resisting the Cavanaugh nomination.  

Bob Bockwinkel once again thanked Giles Giovinazzi for his work in putting together and maintaining the Face Book page.  He stated that this is the most significant endeavor by the club that has the most impact on the national political landscape.

 ANNOUNCEMENTS

Various events and fundraising events were announced that have since passed.  

FUTURE MEETINGS

The November 13th meeting is a special meeting and will be the second Tuesday of the month, not the first.  At this meeting, we will have the annual Davis Democratic Club Birthday Cake.  All club members are welcome to attend.  The cake cutting is scheduled for 8PM.  People can come and sit through the meeting or just come for cake at 8 PM.  

MOTION TO ADJOURN

Dillan Horton made the motion to adjourn, which was seconded by Bob Bockwinkel.  The board voted to adjourn with no objections.

The meeting adjourned at 8:12 PM.  

Minutes respectfully submitted by G Richard Yamagata on November 12, 2018.


