
Minutes of the Davis Democratic Club Board Meeting

Tuesday, November 13, 2018

Place:  Democratic Campaign Headquarters

Track Side

911 Third Street

Down Town Davis, CA 95616

Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM by President Stephen Souza

Quorum was 8 members 

Members Present: 16 members present

President Stephen Souza

Vice President Rick Gonzales 

Treasurer Ameer Alsawaf

Recording Secretary G Richard Yamagata 

Corresponding Secretary Giles Giovinazzi

Publicity Elizabeth Oramas Dias

Membership Chair Elly Fairclough

Newsletter Editor Carl Schmid

Immediate Past President Arun Sen,

Past President Bob Bockwinkel

Board Members:  Jan Agee, Dillan Horton, Linda Deos, Tom Dowling

Ex-Officio: YCDP was represented by Bob Schelen and Campus Dems was represented by Emily Jones and Aaron Latta (one vote between the two of them). 

Board Members absent:  MRC Greenwood.  MRC Greenwood has been granted a sabbatical.

ATTENDANCE

The by-laws state that an individual cannot miss 3 meetings in a row.  It also states that a person cannot miss 3 meetings in a 5 meeting reporting period.  This is to prevent members from showing up every other meeting or 50% of the time.  

Ex-Officio members absent:  Don Saylor, Bill Julian, Jim Provenza.

There were 10 guests present:  Five of them did not sign-in.  Saira Delgado, Bob Mar, Luba Schmid, William Kelly, Sophia Sweeney, Bob Schelen’s sister, 

A quorum is 8 board members.  A Quorum was present at the meeting with 16 board members attending.

AGENDA

It was proposed that the agenda be scrapped for this meeting by the President, Stephen Souza.   Given the celebratory mood that filled the headquarters after last weeks winning back the US House of Representatives.  The following items were left on the agenda:  I. Election Results  II. Headquarters Report  III.  Treasurer’s Report  IV. Holiday Party 

MOTION/VOTE

Arun Sen made the motion to pass the short, 4 item agenda proposed by the President.  Tom Dowling seconded the motion.   The agenda was passed with unanimous approval.

HEADQUARTERS REPORT

Bob Schelen gave the headquarters report.  He stated that because of the financial support of the Davis Democratic Club, the headquarters will be closing with all of its bills paid.  He thanked the club over and over again for its financial support of the headquarters, the headquarters campaign programs, and the headquarters fundraising efforts.

Bob stated that the Blue Wave for the House is like a slow wave, building momentum and magnitude.  There were enough seats taken on election night for the Democrats to take the house, but as each day passes, the margin of seats controlled by the Democrats continues to increase.  Bob stated that up to today, the Party now controls 40 seats over the majority limit.  

Bob stated that as for the efforts at the Davis Campaign Headquarters, Dillan Horton was instrumental in marshalling the resources expended at the headquarters and that he was the stalwart.  Bob stated that at 5PM on this day, Tony Thurmon passed the Republican candidate for State Superintendent by 3000 votes.  He also stated that the Democratic Party picked up 2 seats in the State Senate.  At that time, the Democrats held 57 seats in the Assembly with 3 districts still counting votes where Democrats were expected to win for a total of 60 seats.  Bob also stated that the Republican candidate for Governor received less votes in this general election than Delaine Eastin received in the June Primary [which does not make sense, why was she not on the ballot in the General Election].  

Bob gave kudos for Dillan managing the Davis Headquarters.  He also gave additional kudos for Arun Sen and Giles Giovinazzi and gave exceptional kudos to all of the work put in by Bob Bockwinkel.  Bob managed over a dozen work parties at the headquarters.  He credited them also with having planned and executed the election night party at the Odd Fellows Hall in Davis.  There were over 100 people that attended and brought the food of their ancestors to this potluck event.  It was reported that a nice time was had by all that attended and it was an exuberant celebration compared to the election night gathering two years ago, which Dillan described as a wake.  

TREASURER REPORT

Treasurer Ameer Alsawef had previously e-mailed the bank statements to the board,   He stated that after all of the club bills had been paid and all of the checks cashed by the Democratic Party, we still had $5953 in the bank with $369 in the State account.  

Rick Gonzales gave Kudos to Treasurer Ameer Alsawaf for all of his hard work on the DDC books and tracking the money and working with River City and for managing the campaign reports with River City.  Rick also thanked all of the club sponsors that give money at the Holiday Party, especially Arun Sen, who pays for the International House venue.  Carl Schmid gave kidos and thanks to the two sponsors that pay for ads in the club newsletter.

HOLIDAY PARTY

A sign up sheet was passed around for board members to sign-up for bringing food.  Elly Fairclough wanted the board to prohibit the bringing of Pizza to the event.  She wanted more traditional items, like a roasted turkey or salmon, as was brought in the past.  G Richard Yamagata stated that it was too late, that he had already signed up to bring pizza, pasta, salad and garlic bread from Lamppost Pizza in Davis.  He stated that he can get more food for his money from that restaurant [Lamppost donated two extra pizzas to this year’s event for a total of 4 pizzas.  They also provided 3 large family pasta orders of their special Chicken Fettucini Alfredo, which is not on their regular menu and made special for his food orders].  [In the past, Mike Syvanen brought the roasted whole turkey or the whole 30 pound prepared salmon to the parties.  After retiring from the DDC board, he no longer does this for the club.  G Richard Yamagata use to bring 12 dozen pot stickers or 72 to 84 pieces of thigh, leg or breast of chicken, but both of those dishes take 3 days to prepare in advance and he had to get up at 6am on the morning of the event to boil and then fry the pot stickers or oven roast the chicken, delivering them fresh throughout the time of the party from his kitchen.  The chicken takes 45 minutes to cook with basting and the oven only has room for 14-15 pieces of chicken.  All of this was extremely work intensive and it is unknown as to whether or not people really enjoyed the dishes any more or less than what is being presented today.  Another item that Mike Syvanen contributed was $100 of Sushi from a Japanese restaurant on F Street in Davis.  The club paid for this, but Mike knew the owners and got special pricing from them and there were three huge platters, two with fish and one with no fish-vegetarian - put out for the parties.]

It was stated that Robin Souza would be doing the decorating for the Holiday Party.  

FUTURE MEETINGS

January meeting will be held on the second Tuesday, January 8, because January 1 is the first Tuesday.  The meeting will be held in the Blanchard Room at the Davis Yolo County Library.  The February 5 meeting will be held in the small conference room of the Library.  

MOTION TO ADJOURN

Dillan Horton made the motion to adjourn, which was seconded by Arun Sen.  The board voted to adjourn with no objections.

The meeting adjourned at 7:22 PM, the shortest meeting in the collective memory of the board.  We then had the 66th Birthday of the Davis Democratic Club, Chartered in September 1952.  The club was founded in September 1950 in the living room of Betty Weir in Davis.  

Minutes respectfully submitted by G Richard Yamagata on December 3, 2018.


