
Minutes of the Davis Democratic Club Board Meeting

Tuesday January 8, 2019

Place: Blanchard Room of the

Davis Branch, Yolo County Library in Davis.

315 East 14th Street

North Davis, CA 95616

Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM by President Stephen Souza

Quorum was 7 members 

Members Present: 12 members present at beginning of meeting



         13 members present at end of meeting.

President Stephen Souza

Vice President Rick Gonzales

Treasurer Ameer Alsawaf

Recording Secretary G Richard Yamagata 

Corresponding Secretary Giles Giovinazzi 

Publicity Absent

Membership Chair Vacant

Newsletter Editor Carl Schmid

Immediate Past President Absent

Past President Bob Bockwinkel

Board Members:  Jan Agee, Tom Dowling, Dillan Horton

Ex-Officio: Perrin Swanlund represented the Davis Campus Dems, YCDP was represented by Bob Schelen.

MRC Greenwood has been granted a sabbatical.  

Board Members absent:  Elizabeth Oramas Dias, Arun Sen, MRC Greenwood.

ATTENDANCE

The by-laws state that an individual cannot miss 3 meetings in a row.  It also states that a person cannot miss 3 meetings in a 5 meeting reporting period.  This is to prevent members from showing up every other meeting or 50% of the time.  

Ex-Officio members absent:  Bob Schelen, Bill Julian, Jim Provenza.

There were 3 guests present:  Saira Delgado, Eric Gudz and Michael W Neff

A quorum is 7 board members.  A Quorum was present at the meeting with 12 board members attending.

AGENDA

The agenda was presented to the board by the President, Stephen Souza.   

MOTION/VOTE

Carl Schmid made the motion to pass the agenda with no changes.  Bob Bockwinkel seconded the motion.   The agenda was passed with unanimous approval.

MINUTES: December

The minutes for the December Board meeting had been posted to the server and an e-mail sent out to the board.  

MOTION/VOTE

The minutes were moved for approval by Carl Schmid.  The approval of the minutes was seconded by Tom Dowling.  The minutes were passed as submitted without objection and with no abstentions.

PUBLIC COMMENT

This was moved to after the YCDP Report.  Eric Gudz was present at the meeting to stump for the AD Delegate Elections.

COLLEGE CAMPUS DEMS

Perrin reported that the College Campus Dems were still on break.  Perrin was at the meeting to stump for the AD Delegate Elections.  He is on a slate that was created by and supported by the College Campus Dems.    

COMMITTEE REPORTS

BOARD MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

Stephen Souza started this report for Chair Bob Bockwinkel.  Elly Fairclough resigned from the board as Membership Chair at the start of the January meeting [see minutes].  It must be noted that both Elly and Stephen Souza informed the club at the last bi-annual election that they thought that they would only be able to serve 1 year of the 2 year term, if elected.  The club is now in need of a replacement for membership chair.  Linda Deos has a position with the Yolo County Democratic Party and she has had to attend Davis City Council meetings, which conflicts with the Davis Democratic Club meetings, so she is unable to take over the Membership Chair.  Stephen has been in discussion with Saira Delgado, talking to her about taking over the Membership Committee.  Saira has attended more DDC board meeting than even some board members.  She only missed one meeting in 2018.  

MOTION/VOTE

Bob Bockwinkel made the motion to elect Saira Delgado to the DDC Board.  Bob also has been in discussion with Saira and said that he has promised to help her with her duties.  This nomination was seconded by Rick Gonzales.  Saira Delgado was elected to the board with unanimous approval and applauded to the board.

MOTION/VOTE

President Stephen Souza asked for the DDC Board to appoint Saira Delgado as membership chair.  This appointment will end in one year and one month with the bi-annual DDC officer election.  Bob Bockwinkel nominated Saira Delgado as DDC Membership Chair.  This motion was seconded by Carl Schmid.  Saira stated that she was in contact with Elly Fairclough, who said that she will help Saira transition into the job.  Saira Delgado was unanimously approved as the appointed DDC Membership Chair.

YCDP REPORT

Bob Schelen reported that at the next YCDP meeting, the officers will be elected.  This meeting will take place on January 22 and be at the County Administration Building in Woodland, CA.  Bob Schelen told the board that this will be the last time that he will be running for YCDP chair, no matter how hard people beg for him to run again.  Bob has been reluctant to run for chair for many elections, but has been elected for at least the last 3 to 4 county officer elections.  

Bob Schelen reported that the AD Delegate Election will take place on January 13 at the Veterans Memorial Building.  It will start at 10AM.  He stated that Davis will be one of two sites in Assembly District 4.  The other site will be in Napa County.  Bob stated that he will be the convener.  Dillan Horton will help.  Dillan has asked for the help of Bob Bockwinkel, who will work as administrator.  The administrator registers people, makes sure that they are registered as a Democrat in the 4th Assembly District or fills out a voter registration form.  They need at least 2 more volunteers, who are not running for delegate.  These people will stand at the door and count ballots.  Michael Neff volunteered to help.  

Bob Schelen needed a person to help with Skype, which will be used to link the two sites.  A big screen will have the delegates contestants will present their pitch for delegate.   Stephen Souza was drafted at this meeting to be the Skype expert to get the connection going.  Stephen has done this before.  The Skype presentations will go from 10AM to 10:30AM.  Voting will take place from 10:30AM to 12:30AM.  

G Richard Yamagata asked if the people will be locked into the room after 10:30AM and not allowed to leave or enter.  Bob said that people will be allowed to leave after casting their ballot.  G Richard asked again if people will be not allowed into the building at 10:30Am, once the voting has begun.  Bob Schelen replied that people will be prevented from entering the building.  One of the administrators will stand outside the building and announce three times, voting has concluded and people will be prevented from entering the building.  

G Richard Yamagata asked if people will be required to pay money to get their ballot.  Bob Schelen said that no fees are required to enter the building and register, but that the location costs money to rent.  He said that last time, they asked for $10/person.  This time he will ask for $20/person, but that no money is required.  This will be a donation to the Democratic Party 4th AD elections.  

There are 10 seats for delegates and they will elect 5 men and 5 women as delegates to the State Democratic Convention.  Because the party chair is up for grabs, this year’s convention will be important.  If you want to serve as a delegate, there are many ways to become a delegate.  You need to talk to Bob Schelen if you want to be come a delegate.  The one requirement is that if elected, you must be able to travel to the convention site and pay for your own food and lodging for the 3 days and 2 nights, May 31st, June 1 and 2.  

PUBLIC STATEMENTS

Both Perrin Swanlund and Eric Gudz stated that they were running for delegate.  

Bob Bockwinkel asked about slates.  The board was told that there were only two slates that were known at this time.  One of them was formed by students and Davis citizens and contained the names of Eric Gudz, Perrin Swanlund and Elizabeth Oramas Dias.

TREASURER REPORT

Treasurer Ameer Alsawef had previously e-mailed the bank statements to the board, last month.  He reported that he started January with @$7387.92 in the Federal account and $263 is in the State account.  After the Holiday Party, we had $7500 in the Federal account.  He stated that since the January bank statement was issued, there has been 265 in deposits and 294 in expenses.  We should have around $7400 in the Federal account and $263 in the state account.

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

Saira Delgado was elected to the board and as Membership Chair.  She will have a report at the next meeting. 

NEWSLETTER

Carl Schmid reported on the content of the next newsletter.  As previously discussed, the club will not publish a newsletter this month.  The next news letter will feature photos from the Love Your Electeds Party and a book review by Elly Fairclough.

GENERAL MEETINGS

VALENTINE’S DAY PARTY

The “Love Your Electeds” Valentine’s Day Party will be held at the John Natsulas Gallery at the intersection of First and E streets on February 10 from 6 to 8PM.  You cannot miss the location because of the Cat structures.  This is an art gallery, for those new to Davis.  There is plenty of public parking.  There is plenty of parking in the vacated Whole Foods parking lot across the street, behind that building.  There is also the parking diagonal to the location at the lot that once housed the Boy Scout Cabin.  And, there is parking above the movie theater location across the street.  We will not need a liquor license, which saves a lot of work and save the club $180 in fees.  

People that are expected to be attending are State Superintendent of Schools, Tony Thurman; CA Governor Candidate Delaine Eastin, Davis City Council Members Dan Carson, Lucas Frerichs, and Gloria Partida.  

The invitations were mailed out.  PLEASE NOTE THAT THE YEAR IS INCORRECT.  It says 2018, not 2019, but everything else is correct.   The food donation list will be passed out at the next board meeting.

NEW & OLD BUSINESS

FACEBOOK, TWITTER, INSTAGRAM, and WEB SITE

Bob Bockwinkel stated that the Facebook page has been extremely active with 26,000 visits in the last 5 days.  There is cross traffic from significant Democratic Clubs throughout the state.  The latest is the 10,000 member strong, Laguna Beach Democratic Club.  

NEW BUSINESS

It was asked if the club was going to send someone to the John Garamendi Crab Feed.  There were no volunteers to attend.  In the past years, Tim Fenton had attended for the club.  Board members were encouraged by the President to attend.

KUDOS

President Stephen Souza thanked all of the board members for attending this meeting.  He said that he appreciated all for showing up to this meeting held on a non-traditional 2nd Tuesday of the month.

 ANNOUNCEMENTS

Various events and fundraising events were announced that have since passed.  

FUTURE MEETINGS

The February 5th meeting will be on the first Tuesday of the month and will take place in the small conference room of the Davis Library.  Stephen Souza will turn over the gavel to Vice President Rick Gonzales as he will be in Hawaii for his birthday.  The March 5th meeting will be in the Blanchard Room of the Library.

MOTION TO ADJOURN

Carl Schmid made the motion to adjourn, which was seconded by Dillan Horton.  The board voted to adjourn with no objections.

The meeting adjourned at 7:47 PM.  

Minutes respectfully submitted by G Richard Yamagata on February 4, 2019.


