
Minutes of the Davis Democratic Club Board Meeting

Tuesday February 5, 2019

Place: Small Conference Room of the

Davis Branch, Yolo County Library in Davis.

315 East 14th Street

North Davis, CA 95616

Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM by Vice President Rick Gonzales

[Stephen Souza was not present and had informed Rick to be ready to preside over this meeting.]

Quorum was 7 members 

Members Present: 12 members present at this meeting

President Absent

Vice President Rick Gonzales presiding

Treasurer Ameer Alsawaf

Recording Secretary G Richard Yamagata 

Corresponding Secretary Giles Giovinazzi 

Publicity Elizabeth Oramas Diaz

Membership Chair  Absent

Newsletter Editor Carl Schmid

Immediate Past President Arun Sen

Past President Bob Bockwinkel

Board Members: Tom Dowling, Dillan Horton

Ex-Officio: Maiya De La Rosa represented the Davis Campus Dems, YCDP was represented by Dillan Horton.

MRC Greenwood has been granted a sabbatical.  

Board Members absent:  Stephen Souza, Jan Agee, Saira Delgado, MRC Greenwood.

ATTENDANCE

The by-laws state that an individual cannot miss 3 meetings in a row.  It also states that a person cannot miss 3 meetings in a 5 meeting reporting period.  This is to prevent members from showing up every other meeting or 50% of the time.  

Ex-Officio members absent:  Bob Schelen, Bill Julian, Jim Provenza.

There were no guests present 

A quorum is 7 board members.  A Quorum was present at the meeting with 12 board members attending.

AGENDA

The agenda was presented to the board by the Acting President, Rick Gonzales.  

MOTION/VOTE

Carl Schmid made the motion to pass the agenda with no changes.  Arun Sen and Bob Bockwinkel seconded the motion.   The agenda was passed with unanimous approval.

MINUTES: 

The minutes for the January Board meeting had been posted to the server and an e-mail sent out to the board.  

MOTION/VOTE

The minutes were moved for approval by Arun Sen.  The approval of the minutes was seconded by Carl Schmid.  The minutes were passed as submitted without objection and with no abstentions.

PUBLIC COMMENT

There was no public nor guests present at this meeting.

YCDP REPORT

Dillan Horton reported on the A Dems Caucus results.  Dillan reported that no Davis Democratic Club members ran, yet he reported that DDC members Dillan Horton, Eric Gutz and Perrin Swanlund won delegate seats.  G Richard Yamagata said that the CA Dems web site stated that DDC member/Board member Elizabeth Orasmas Diaz had been elected at the caucus.  Dillan stated that he was wrong and that she was elected at the County Committee meeting, not the A Dems Caucus.  Also, club members and also members of this board, Arun Sen, Bob Bockwinkel and Giles Giovinazzi were elected as delegates at the YCDP meeting.  He also said that the president of the Campus College Dems was elected as a delegate.  

Bob Schelen won for an 8th time as the Yolo County Democratic Party chair.  All of the candidates that ran for re-election were elected to their positions.  Perrin Swanlund was elected Parlimentarian.  Dillan stated that he was elected Vice Chair.  Elizabeth Orasmas Diaz was elected Secretary.  Lily from Winters was elected Executive Director.

The next YCDP meeting will be held in Davis in February, with the site to be determined.  

COLLEGE CAMPUS DEMS

Maiya De La Rosa introduced herself to the board.  She said that this was the second DDC Board meeting that she has attended.  The Campus Dems have been concentrating on educating its members in phone banking and canvassing precincts and about the process of how bills are brought before the legislature and how to effectively lobby a bill.   They are having the Indigo awards later this year, either on April 5th or April 22nd.  This will be the most planned out Indigo Awards in the history of the organization.  Maiya asked if the DDC would support the awards as it has in the past.  Presiding President Rick Gonzales assured her that the club will support and donate to the Indigo Awards.  

TREASURER REPORT

Treasurer Ameer Alsawef had previously e-mailed the bank statements to the board, last month.  He reported that the club has $7057 in the Federal account and $314 in the State account.   It was stated by bob Bockwinkel that  there was $750 donated by two of the board members to the club since the last meeting.  Ameer reported that there were 4 renewals of memberships since the last meeting with a total of $265 coming from them.  [This means that members are renewing with payments larger than the family membership fee.]  It was stated by one of the  board members that most members at this point are contributors, giving money greater than the membership fees.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS

BOARD MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

Bob Bockwinkel reported nothing new to speak about.  He stated that he would consider putting forward a student nomination to the DDC board, if that student planned to be around for a while.  Rick Gonzales stated that he would like to see more females on the board, because it is mostly males on the board.  [The last two board members that we lost were two women in the last 3 months.  We picked up two new members to the board, both were women.  Barbara Slemmons and Elly Fairclough have emeritus standing with this board and could vote as adjunct board members if they choose to attend a board meeting.]

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 

The membership chair was not present at this meeting, but will be at the next meeting and will be at the Love Your Electeds club fundraiser later this week.  It was stated once more that 4 members renewed with a total revenue of $265 to the club.

NEWSLETTER

Carl Schmid is the editor of the DDC Newsletter.  It had been approved last year, that the newsletter would only publish 10 times a year.  As previously discussed, the club did not publish a newsletter last month.  The next news letter will feature photos from the Love Your Electeds Party, the results of the A Dems caucus, and a book review by Elly Fairclough.

The President of the College Campus Dems asked if they could place an ad in the newsletter announcing the Indigo Awards.  The Editor and the Board stated that if the Campus College Dems created a 1 page insert and provided 350 copies of the printed pages to the club, it could be inserted into the newsletter at no cost to the club.

MORE YCDP BUSINESS

Dillan Horton reminded that club that it was time for the club to present an accounting of the total number of members.  This determines how many delegates the club can send to the Endorsement Meetings that occur before the state conventions.  At these meetings, Democrats gather to vote for whom they will endorse in state senate and assembly races.  It was stated that Corresponding Secretary and President Stephen Souza have consolidated the club membership into a roster that is turned over the YCDP.   Acting President Rick Gonzales stated that he would talk to President Stephen Souza about this.  Secretary Giles Giovinazzi said that he would also follow up with President Souza.  G Richard Yamagata asked how much is the YCDP charging the clubs for each member on the roster.  The club was told that the YCDP is charging only $1 for each member on the roster.  [This question was asked because the YCDP had tried 3 years ago to increase this amount to raise money for the YCDP.]

GENERAL MEETINGS

VALENTINE’S DAY PARTY

The “Love Your Electeds” Valentine’s Day Party will be held at the John Natsulas Gallery at the intersection of First and E streets on February 10 from 6 to 8PM.  You cannot miss the location because of the Cat structures.  This is an art gallery, for those new to Davis.  There is plenty of public parking.  There is plenty of parking in the vacated Whole Foods parking lot across the street, behind that building.  There is also the parking diagonal to the location at the lot that once housed the Boy Scout Cabin.  And, there is parking above the movie theater location across the street.  We will not need a liquor license, which saves a lot of work and save the club $180 in fees. 

There is concern, because club membership is getting older and that it would be far to walk to get to the venue.  The scout cabin parking lot is just on the corner diagonal to the venue and there is the parking structure across the street, but there is 1 to 2 flights of stairs that have to be walked.  The Whole Foods parking lot is across the street and behind the buildings.  It is about 100 yards away from the Venue.  The problem is the cost to the club to have the event at the International House.  It has been pointed out that the amount of money raised at the events is just slightly more than the amount that the I-House charges for having events there.  There is also the problem with the alcohol permit and the I-House venue.  The club has to do a great deal of footwork to get permits signed and there is about $180 total in costs associated with the permits.  None of the cost or footwork is needed at the Natsulas Gallery venue. 

Rick Gonzales stated that he has received 5 RSVPs.  He said that in the past, if he multiplied the number of RSVPs by a factor 8, that would be how many people would turn out at the event.  So, he is predicting  over 40 people will turn out.  

The Membership Chair, Saira Delgado will be at the sign-in table with Treasurer Ameer Alsawaf.  They are hoping people will sign up for this event at the web site, which will streamline traffic into the door.  Saira had previously indicated that she will meet with Ameer before the event.  

There will be live music at the event provided by the band, “Wealth of Nations.”  Honored guests that will be introduced and will say a few words include:  4th CA Assembly Representative Cecilia Aguiar-Curry, Davis Mayor Brett Lee, Davis Mayor ProTem Gloria Partida, Davis City Councilpersons Lucas Frerichs and Dan Carson, Yolo County Superintendent of Schools Jesse Ortiz, Yolo County Clerk/Assessor/Recorder Jesse Salinas.  Past Electeds are former Davis City Council Member and current DDC President Stephen Souza, former CA Superintendant of Schools Delaine Eastin, former 4th CA Assembly Representative and Yolo County Supervisor Helen Thompson, former Davis School Board Barbara Archer, and former Mayor of Davis Robb Davis. Also, the current appointed Yolo County Defender, Dean Johannsen will be attending.  Others have been invited and have yet to answer, but it is expected that Davis School Board members and Yolo County Supervisor Jim Provenza will be attending.  

CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH

Acting President Rick Gonzales will call Bill Julian to start discussions about when the Brunch will occur.  

NEW & OLD BUSINESS

FACEBOOK, TWITTER, INSTAGRAM, and WEB SITE

Bob Bockwinkel stated that the Facebook page has been extremely active with 7000 pressing on links in the last 5 days.  There is cross traffic from significant Democratic Clubs throughout the state.   Most of this traffic comes from the discussion about the government shutdown and the controversial actions and stances taken by Donald Trump.  Bob stated that the YCDP is trying to work with the DDC to try to capture some of this traffic.  At this moment in time, the DDC Facebook site is dwarfing the traffic of the YCDP site.  The DDC site has over 80,000 likes.  

NEW BUSINESS

Bob Bockwinkel wanted the DDC to get behind a project by Four Waters of the YCDP.  He stated that she and others want to start a Saturday morning meeting of club members from all of the clubs throughout the county to coordinate what they want to do together for the 2020 November Election.  These meetings would take into account that there would be a number of different Democrats running for President.  Bob stated that he would talk to Four Waters at the next Saturday morning meeting.  Bob wanted an item on next month’s agenda where he will state what this Yolo County Multi-club organization would need from the DDC.

KUDOS

G Richard Yamagata said that he wanted to thank all of the board members for show up to the meeting.  He was afraid that there would not be a quorum, which why he had attended the meeting.  He had seen e-mail from 4 board members that usually attend board meeting, stating that they would not be attending and his absence would make 5 absent board members.  

Carl Schmid said that he wanted to give G Richard Yamagata kudos for attending the meeting, even though he was not feeling well.  

Carl Schmid wanted to give Kudos to all of the voters that are continuing the Blue Wave after the election.  Four more Democrats were elected around the country and one in California in high profile elections.

Carl Schmid wanted to give Kudos to the Chair, Rick Gonzales for chairing the meeting, especially if he adjourned the meeting by 8PM.  

Rick Gonzales gave Kudos to the board members present for turning out for the meeting.

Rick Gonzales wanted to give Kudos to all of the Democrats running in the 2020 elections and kudos to the people that are supporting them.  

 ANNOUNCEMENTS

Various events and fundraising events were announced that have since passed.  

FUTURE MEETINGS

The March 5th meeting will be in the Blanchard Room of the Library and Stephen Souza will once again be presiding.  The April 2nd meeting will be once more in the small conference room and the May 7 meeting will be once more in the Blanchard room of the Library.

MOTION TO ADJOURN

Dillan Horton made the motion to adjourn, which was seconded by Carl Schmid.  The board voted to adjourn with no objections.

The meeting adjourned at 7:57 PM.  

Minutes respectfully submitted by G Richard Yamagata on March 3, 2019.


