
Minutes of the Davis Democratic Club Board Meeting

Tuesday March 5, 2019

Place: Blanchard Room of the

Davis Branch, Yolo County Library in Davis.

315 East 14th Street

North Davis, CA 95616

Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM by Vice President Rick Gonzales

[Stephen Souza was not present and had informed Rick to be ready to preside over this meeting.]

Quorum was 7 members 

Members Present: 12 members present at this meeting

President Stephen Souza

Vice President Rick Gonzales 

Treasurer Ameer Alsawaf

Recording Secretary G Richard Yamagata 

Corresponding Secretary Giles Giovinazzi 

Publicity Absent

Membership Chair  Saira Delgado

Newsletter Editor Carl Schmid

Immediate Past President Arun Sen

Past President Bob Bockwinkel

Board Members: Tom Dowling, Jan Agee, Dillan Horton

Ex-Officio: YCDP was represented by Dillan Horton.

MRC Greenwood has been granted a sabbatical.  Elizabeth informed the recording secretary that she would be unable to attend the meeting due to UCD FINAL exams.

Board Members absent:  Elizabeth Oramas Diaz, MRC Greenwood.

ATTENDANCE

The by-laws state that an individual cannot miss 3 meetings in a row.  It also states that a person cannot miss 3 meetings in a 5 meeting reporting period.  This is to prevent members from showing up every other meeting or 50% of the time.  

Ex-Officio members absent:  Maiya De La Rosa, Bob Schelen, Bill Julian, Jim Provenza.

There were no guests present 

A quorum is 7 board members.  A Quorum was present at the meeting with 12 board members attending.

AGENDA

The agenda was presented to the board by the President, Stephen Souza.  

MOTION/VOTE

Arun Sen made the motion to pass the agenda with no changes.  Bob Bockwinkel seconded the motion.   The agenda was passed with unanimous approval.

MINUTES: 

The minutes for the February Board meeting had been posted to the server and an e-mail sent out to the board.  

MOTION/VOTE

The minutes were moved for approval by Arun Sen.  Approval of the minutes were seconded by Bob Bockwinkel.  The minutes were passed as submitted without objection and with no abstentions.

PUBLIC COMMENT

There was no public nor guests present at this meeting.  G Richard Yamagata brought to the board a concern from one of the Davis Democratic Club members, who objects to Bernie Sanders running as a Democrat.  This person wanted this brought to the DDC Board.  G Richard had suggested that this person write a letter to the editor of the newsletter and to contact the delegates of the 4th Assembly District.  Newsletter Editor Carl Schmid did not want to open that can of worms, because there are so many candidates running, he would have to run letters about all of the concerns about all of the candidates.  The matter was punted to Bob Schelen, who responded:  

“Hello Dale,
 

The California Democratic Party does not take a stand on Presidential Primaries or endorsing of candidates at the presidential level. Once the nominee is selected. All barrels out for that person.

 

Your concern about Senator Sanders running as Democrat would be most properly taken up by the national Democratic Party or the Democratic National Committee (DNC).

 

You can write and expr3ess your displeasure to https://my.democrats.org/page/s/contact-the-democrats-democrats-website.

 

At this point, while I am looking at certain candidates more favorably than others, I want to make sure the nominees is the person best suited to defeat the present incumbent.

 

Personal view, We need all Democrats to coalesce and not fight each other about what shade of  blue they are.

 

Best Regards,

 

Bob Schelen”
COLLEGE CAMPUS DEMS

There was no one present due to final exams this and next week at UCD.

YCDP REPORT

Dillan Horton was present at this meeting, but Bob Schelen had e-mailed a report, which was read by President Stephen Souza and verified by Dillan Horton:

“I checked my calendar and barring any unforeseen circumstances, I should be good for the first Tuesday meetings for the rest of the year.

The March Central Committee Meeting will be on Monday, March 18 in West Sacramento in the classroom of YCDCC  member Don Stauffer.

Address will be in agenda packet.

On April 13, there will be a forum on candidates for California Democratic Party Chair here in the Blanchard Room in the afternoon. The election will be at the May 31 to June 2nd 2019 CDP Convention in San Francisco.

Apologies for Tony Thurmond State Supt. of Schools not working out for Love Your Elected, however, once a date is selected for champagne brunch, he is amenable, if possible, for that event. His scheduler is willing to work with us.

Because the primary next year is in March, the deadlines for endorsements have moved up. The Club should have app. The same amount of votes as it did last cycle for pre-primary endorsements. I will get the information to Richard and Stephen.

The Club May be up for recharter for this election cycle. That would take place at the April meeting of the Central Committee. If it is so, I will get what the Club needs to me i.e.; roster, etc. to Richard and Stephen as well.

There may be an opening for a regular member of the Central Committee in Supervisorial District 4.

I will have an article(s) to Carl for the next newsletter by end of March 15 or early March 16

Democratically Yours,

Bob Schelen”

Action items in regards to the YCDP.

1. Rick Gonzales is to correspond with Bill Julian to find a date for the Champagne Brunch and inform Bob Schelen of the date, so he can secure the keynote speaker for the Brunch.

2. G Richard Yamagata was asked to send the latest revised copy of the by-laws that was approved by the membership at a general meeting. [completed by Ry]

3. It was requested that an announcement be placed in the newsletter about the seat opening for the 4th Yolo County Supervisorial district on the YCDP.  The interested person should contact Bob Schelen.

TREASURER REPORT

Treasurer Ameer Alsawef had previously e-mailed the bank statements to the board, last month.  He reported that the club has @ $7700 in the Federal account and $314 in the State account.   What was most important is the River City contacted the DDC to inform the club that they expect rates to increase for their accounting and report generation services.  They sent three differing rates.  The cheapest rate is $65/hour with billable hours bringing that total up to $1029 per quarter.  The board found that total not acceptable, considering that the club would just be raising money to pay for accounting and report generation.  The board ran through several scenarios at various fee structures .  Ameer does most of the work for River City.  Ameer stated that he will talk to River City and stated that he is happy to work with the new accountant.  The reason that this has become an issue is that the previous accounted assigned to the DDC has left River City.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS

BOARD MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

Bob Bockwinkel announced that he is talking to several people about DDC board membership.  He is talking to Bob Marr, Bill Julian – who is listed as ex-officio by the recording secretary, and Sean Raycraft, who contributes to club Facebook page.  He is trying to contact Vinita Domier, who was the volunteer coordinator of the International House in Davis.  There was more discussion about Bill Julian for it was stated that he was on the board as Parliamentarian.  Arun Sen was the Parliamentarian until he was elected President and it was after that Bill Julian was put on the board for that and by-laws.  G Richard Yamagata maintains that Bill Julian was never on the by-laws committee nor did he ever attend a by-laws committee meeting.  G Richard Yamagata kept the minutes and recorded all drafts of by-laws from all By-Laws committee meetings.  G Richard also maintains that Bill was on the board as an adjunct member by the fact that the club uses his residence as the primary location for the yearly Champagne Brunch.  But, Carl Schmid says that this was never formally voted upon.  G Richard Yamagata would have to go back through all of the minutes to try to find if and when the vote occurred.  Also, Bill Julian was active with the board with the teach-in meeting in 2018 about the congressional bill requiring an act of congress before nuclear weapons can be used.  All-in-all, it was agreed that Bill should be asked to join the board as an adjunct committee member.  

In the mean time, it was agreed that Bill Julian was scrubbed from the ex-officio board list of members, until more research is done.  [G Richard Yamagata has found minutes with Bill Julian listed as ex-officio to the board since February 2011.  He was officially listed as being the chair of the Champagne Brunch Committee in February 2011 and has been listed as such, since that date.  In March of 2008 until December 2010, Bill Julian was listed as an official board member of the DDC Board in the club minutes. The last Brunch held at the Cook’s was 2007.  In 2008, the Brunch was held at the home of Stephen and Robin Souza.  The club has been using Bill Julian’s home as the site of the Champagne Brunch since 2009, with the event moving to two other venues when his home was unavailable or there was a scheduling conflict.]  

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 

Membership Chair Saira Delgado was and is working on the membership roster and the intake of Dues since “Love your electeds.”  

NEWSLETTER

Carl Schmid is the editor of the DDC Newsletter.  Saira had agreed to supply an article to the newsletter.  This article would introduce her as the new membership chair to the DDC membership.   Bob Schelen has also agreed to supply political article.  

An issue has come up with the club photos.  The club is out of free storage.  

MOTION/VOTE

Bob Bockwinkel made the motion that the club purchase more storage at the cost of $50 per year.  This was seconded by Giles Giovinazzi  The motion passed without any objections or dissenting votes.  

GENERAL MEETINGS

CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH

Vice President Rick Gonzales will talk to Bill Julian about 5 possible Sunday dates in June.  Bill Julian is currently in Israel.  Rick will contact him via e-mail.

PAST EVENT

VALENTINE’S DAY PARTY

Everyone agreed that the venue is a very good venue, which was the Natsulas Gallery.  Everyone agreed with Carl Schmid that something had to be done about the food.  The food was poorly displayed.  There was not enough effort put into displaying the food.  It was also agreed that there were not enough entrees.  Arun Sen brought up that there was generally a suggested list as to what people should bring to the event.  G Richard Yamagata stated that the list was e-mailed out to the members for this event.  G Richard also stated that in the past, this event was just finger food or hors d'oeuvres.  

It was generally agreed that people want to be fed at these events.  It was suggested that at least two platters be purchased with club funds for this and other events.  Giles stated that there was not enough wine at the event.  Bob Bockwinkel stated that there was champagne left over after the event.  Bob Bockwinkel suggested that Giles bring wine to the future events.  

NEW & OLD BUSINESS

FACEBOOK, TWITTER, INSTAGRAM, and WEB SITE

Bob Bockwinkel suggested that the newsletter carry information each month about the traffic at the Facebook site.  Carl Schmid suggested that Bob Bockwinkel could supply an article to the newsletter about the Facebook site.  Bob stated that he was unable to do that.  Giles Giovinazzi volunteered to supply the article at a future date.  Bob stated that three postings at the site had each attracted 8000 reposts, likes or impressions.  

Carl Schmid stated that the web site is running well, but that he needed help.  G Richard Yamagata volunteered to help with whatever needed to be done.  

OLD BUSINESS

Bob Bockwinkel wanted the DDC to get behind a project by Four Waters, formerly of the YCDP.  He stated that she and others want to start a Saturday morning meeting of club members from all of the clubs throughout the county to coordinate what they want to do together for the 2020 November Election.  These meetings would take into account that there would be a number of different Democrats running for President.  Bob stated that the first meeting was scheduled for April 28th.  She expected the meeting to last 3 hours.  She expects to put on seminars on how to campaign for candidates.  Bob stated that there will be more about this at the next meeting.

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 

Membership Chair Saira Delgado reported that $1175 came into the club at the Valentine’s Day party.  There was $475 that came in as dues to the club and $700 was contributions by the members including entrance fees to the event.  She stated that 60 households have paid to date.  The only costs for the event was champagne costs.  To date, the club has received $2000 in membership fees.  

KUDOS

Carl Schmid wanted to give Kudos and thank Ameer for keeping the club out of trouble and for his time and oversight to keep club costs down with the accounting firm [River City].

Stephen Souza wanted to give Kudos and thank Saira Delgado for her work as Membership Chair.  He also wanted to thank Elly Fairclough for her help in the transition between chairs.  

NEW BUSINESS

Bob Bockwinkel wants it put on the agenda for the next meeting that the Davis Democratic Club donate money towards the Natalie Corona Scholarship fund.  This fund is being managed by the IOOF Lodge in Davis and is being chaired by Stephen Souza.  The IOOF Lodge is one of the oldest buildings in Davis and one of the longest lived organization in Davis.  It is also the largest IOOF lodge on the face of the planet.  

 ANNOUNCEMENTS

Various events and fundraising events were announced that have since passed.  

FUTURE MEETINGS

The April 2nd meeting will be in the small conference room of the Yolo County Branch of the Library in Davis.  The May 7th and June 4th meetings will be in the Blanchard Room of the Library and Stephen Souza will be presiding over all of these meetings.  

MOTION TO ADJOURN

Carl Schmid made the motion to adjourn, which was seconded by Arun Sen.  The board voted to adjourn with no objections.

The meeting adjourned at 8:07 PM.  

Minutes respectfully submitted by G Richard Yamagata on March 31, 2019.


