
Minutes of the Davis Democratic Club Board Meeting

Tuesday April 2, 2019

Place: Small Conference Room of the

Davis Branch, Yolo County Library in Davis.

315 East 14th Street

North Davis, CA 95616

Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM by President Stephen Souza

Quorum was 7 members 

Members Present: 14 members present at this meeting

President Stephen Souza

Vice President Rick Gonzales 

Treasurer Ameer Alsawaf

Recording Secretary G Richard Yamagata 

Corresponding Secretary Giles Giovinazzi 

Publicity Elizabeth Oramas Diaz

Membership Chair  Saira Delgado

Newsletter Editor Carl Schmid

Immediate Past President Absent

Past President Bob Bockwinkel

Board Members: Tom Dowling, Jan Agee, Dillan Horton

Ex-Officio: YCDP was represented by Bob Schelen.  College Campus Dems was represented by Maiya De La Rosa.

MRC Greenwood has been granted a sabbatical.  

Board Members absent:  Arun Sen, MRC Greenwood.

ATTENDANCE

The by-laws state that an individual cannot miss 3 meetings in a row.  It also states that a person cannot miss 3 meetings in a 5 meeting reporting period.  This is to prevent members from showing up every other meeting or 50% of the time.  

Linda Deos missed 4 meetings in a row and was dropped from the Board Member list.  Bill Julian was dropped from the Ex-Officio list at some time that has not been determined.  G Richard Yamagata did a thorough look through past minutes and he was an ex-officio board member up to December 2015.  More on this later…

Ex-Officio members absent:  Jim Provenza.

There were 3 guests present.  They were Perrin Swanlund, Alexandra Meyer, Keven Rotenkolbe, 

A quorum is 7 board members.  A Quorum was present at the meeting with 14 board members attending.

AGENDA

The agenda was presented to the board by the President, Stephen Souza.  

MOTION/VOTE

Carl Schmid made the motion to pass the agenda with no changes.  Bob Bockwinkel seconded the motion.   The agenda was passed with unanimous approval.

MINUTES: 

The minutes for the March Board meeting had been posted to the server and an e-mail sent out to the board.  

MOTION/VOTE

The minutes were moved for approval by Carl Schmid.  Approval of the minutes were seconded by Rick Gonzales.  The minutes were passed as submitted without objection and with no abstentions.

PUBLIC COMMENT

There was no comment from the guests.

Under this category, Bob Schelen was asked by the President, why the club had to pay more for the re-validation of the charter of the Davis Democratic Club.  The total number of members was counted and found to be 274 members.  Ameer reported that a check was written to the YCDP to cover 274 DDC members.  

COLLEGE CAMPUS DEMS

Maiya De La Rosa reported on past work by the organization for the last November election.  Twelve to twenty people worked 6 weekends in Orange, Nevada, and Touleme counties and in the State of Nevada on congressional campaigns.  They walked over 1000 hours, contacting 3800 households and registering 800 voters.  They also did extensive phone banking to “flip the 14” in this last US House election.

They also focused on ASUCD elections, supporting the unionization of the students  as they went on strike. Along those same lines they lobbied bills that were for student issues and sent people to the state capital.  

The students were looking for support for the Indigo Awards.  They are raising money to send 35 to 40 students to the California Democratic Convention.  They also need money to send 5 students to the Lake Tahoe meeting of the State Young Dems.  Lastly, they need money to send students to the endorsement convention in November of this year.  She reported that the YCDP gave $1000 to the Campus Dems and they were looking for the same amount from the DDC.   

MOTION

Rick Gonzales made the motion that the club sponsor the Indigo Awards at $1000.  Bob Bockwinkel made an amendment to that motion that the $1000 be spread over two payments.  

President Souza said that the board needs to discuss a major issue with cash revenue.  River City wants to increase what it is charging for the handling of the FPPC and the Federal campaign commission reports, plus the month to month accounting for the club.   So, Stephen deferred further discussion until after the treasurer’s report.

YCDP REPORT

Bob Schelen was present at this meeting and so gave the report.  Bob Schelen is the chair of the YCDP.  Bob thanked  Saira and Stephen for getting together the numbers and all of the documents for renewal of the DDC Charter with the YCDP.  He talked about a regional meeting on April 6, another meeting on April 13th  for people that want to be State Democratic Party Chair.  The candidates addressed the public on Picnic Day in the Blanchard Room.  

Bob stated that the YCDP gave $1000 in support and sponsorship of the Indigo Awards to the College Dems.  He urged the club to follow suit and donate $1000 to the College Dems.  

Bob ended the report with his take on the Meeting between the YCDP and the office of State Senator Dodd about their endorsement of registered Republican Jeff Reisig for Yolo County DA.  Bob stated that the discussion was “civil.”

TREASURER REPORT

Treasurer Ameer Alsawef had previously e-mailed the bank statements to the board.  He reported that the club has @ $10,018 in the Federal account and $314 in the State account.   The club took in $2025 since the last report in February.  This new income was from the “Love Your Electeds” fundraising event.  

Ameer stated that he had spoken with River City accounting as directed by the board.  Ameer went over the costs and what River City wants to charge the club.  They want $3200 per year to continue to do the accounting and the FPPC and FEC reports.  This is with $1000 in savings from Ameer doing “the busy work” of keeping track of the money as it goes to River City.  What the club is paying for is the actual filing of the FPPC and FEC reports.  The West Yolo Club only takes in about $3000 to $4000 per year, so they have a volunteer that does the accounting and the two reports.  It was generally agreed amongst the board members that the club needs to have the accounting and the reports professionally done, especially in view of the debacle in 2013, where the club was fined about $10,000 for reporting irregularities with the FPPC.  The club needs to realize that if it raises $14,000 to $15,000 per year, 20% will be going to the professional accounting and reporting firm.  The board acquiesced and will continue with River City until a motivated Democrat steps forward to do the accounting and reports for the club.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS

BOARD MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

Bob Bockwinkel re-introduced the donation to sponsor the Indigo Awards.  

MOTION

Bob Bockwinkel made the motion to donate $1000 to sponsor the Indigo Awards.  The donation would be given in two increments.  Rick Gonzales seconded with the amendment that the first check for $500 would be given in a week from the meeting date and that a second installment was to be paid a week after the August DDC Board meeting.  

DISCUSSION

Linda Deos spoke in favor of the motion to support the College Dems.    Bob Bockwinkel also spoke in favor of the $1000 sponsorship in two payments.

VOTE

The motion passed with no objections and one abstention.  The vote was 11 yeas, 0 nayes and 2 abstentions.   The abstentions were students that were on the DDC Board and would be going to the conventions that the sponsorship would be funding.  

Bob Bockwinkel announced that he will talk to Bill Julian about membership to the DDC Board.  G Richard Yamagata reminded Bob that he should be considered for board membership as an ex-officio with no attendance requirement.  

The club will receive 50 tickets to this event, which was held on April 15 from 7 to 9PM at the John Natsoulas Gallery.  Any dues paying club member can use one of these tickets.  Many of the DDC board have already bought tickets to this event.    

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 

Membership Chair Saira Delgado reported that the club currently has 274 members in good standing and there are 90 households.  This increased the ration of members per household from 1.5 to 3 per household.  

NEWSLETTER

Carl Schmid is the editor of the DDC Newsletter.  In the next newsletter, there will be an article by Bill Dodd.  Also, there will be a report by Bob Bockwinkel about the county wide meeting that Four Waters is holding to unite the party after the national convention.  

GENERAL MEETINGS

CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH

Bob Bockwinkel will talk to Bill Julian about 5 possible Sunday dates in June.  Bill Julian is currently in Israel.  Rick could not contact him.  [The date of the Champagne Brunch has been set to June 23rd.  ]  Once the date has been selected, Bob Schelen and Stephen Souza need to be informed to help with getting a speaker for this event.  Also, Giles, Elizabeth and G Richard need to be contacted to publicize the event.  [Giles has already put the event in Evensi.}  

NEW & OLD BUSINESS

FACEBOOK, TWITTER, INSTAGRAM, and WEB SITE

Bob Bockwinkel reported that there have been about 1400 likes of the Facebook page.  The page is now in its 35th month of operation.  There has been an 800% increase in likes from the previous year.  He also stated that there is a connection with the Santa Monica Democratic Club that has been in operation since 1936 and has 10,000 members.  

Carl Schmid reported that G Richard Yamagata posted the club by-laws at the web site.  G Richard stated that he will work on the newsletter links at the web site and past minutes at the minutes directory on the web.

OLD BUSINESS

Bob Bockwinkel reported that the meeting led by Four Waters to unify Democrats behind a single presidential candidate after the national convention will take place on the 27th of April.  This meeting will span 6 to 7 hours.  [The meeting actually spanned only 3 hours.]  The cost of attending this meeting would be $1000, but is free to those attending.  One of the lecturers is Elizabeth Oramas Diaz.  Bob stated that people need to sign up to attend and that seating is limited.  Bob is suppose to send in a report for the newsletter.  [The report has been submitted to the board and the newsletter.]

KUDOS

Carl Schmid wanted to give Kudos and thank G Richard Yamagata for his posting of the link to the club by-laws.  Giles Giovinazzi stated that he appreciates G Richard for stepping up and helping with the web site.  

Carl Schmid thanked and gave Kudos to Ameer for continuing to work with River City and keeping the club informed of the state of the relationship with that accounting firm.  President Souza also gave his Kudos and thanked Ameer.  

President Stephen Souza gave Kudos and thanks to Saira Delgado for her work as Membership Chair.  

NEW BUSINESS

The Natalie Corona Scholarship club sponsorship has already been done through personal donations by DDC board members and was removed from the agenda.

President Stephen Souza with his mandate and oversight of club funds said that he will donate $250 to the John Garamendi Barbecue at the Touch the Earth Ranch on the weekend before the next board meeting.  

MOTION/VOTE

Stephen Souza made the motion that the club donate $250 to sponsoring the John Garamendi Barbecue.  Carl Schmid seconded the motion.  The motion passed with no objections nor abstentions.  

The club will receive 5 tickets to this event.  People that were interested in receiving tickets should contact Stephen Souza.  [This was posted in the club e-mail list serve and on social media.  What should be noted is that people over the age of 80 are admitted at no charge.]  

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Various events and fundraising events were announced that have since passed.  

FUTURE MEETINGS

The May 7th and June 4th meetings will be in the Blanchard Room of the Library and Stephen Souza will be presiding over all of these meetings.  

MOTION TO ADJOURN

Bob Bockwinkel made the motion to adjourn, which was seconded by Carl Schmid.  The board voted to adjourn with no objections.

The meeting adjourned at 7:50 PM.  

Minutes respectfully submitted by G Richard Yamagata on May 6, 2019.


