
Minutes of the Davis Democratic Club Board Meeting

Tuesday May 7, 2019

Place: Blanchard Room of the

Davis Branch, Yolo County Library in Davis.

315 East 14th Street

North Davis, CA 95616

Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM by President Rick Gonzales

Quorum was 7 members 

Members Present: 13 members present at this meeting

President Absent – recovering from surgery

Vice President Rick Gonzales 

Treasurer Ameer Alsawaf

Recording Secretary G Richard Yamagata 

Corresponding Secretary Absent

Publicity Elizabeth Oramas Diaz

Membership Chair  Saira Delgado

Newsletter Editor Carl Schmid

Immediate Past President Arun Sen

Past President Bob Bockwinkel

Board Members: Tom Dowling, Jan Agee, Dillan Horton

Ex-Officio: YCDP was represented by Bob Schelen.  College Campus Dems was represented by Maiya De La Rosa.

MRC Greenwood has been granted a sabbatical.   This sabbatical will be up in July 2019.  It will be one year since she applied for sabbatical.   

Board Members absent:  Stephen Souza, Giles Giovinazzi , MRC Greenwood.

ATTENDANCE

The by-laws state that an individual cannot miss 3 meetings in a row.  It also states that a person cannot miss 3 meetings in a 5 meeting reporting period.  This is to prevent members from showing up every other meeting or 50% of the time.  

Ex-Officio members absent:  Jim Provenza.

There were 8 guests present.  They were Molly Mermin, Jonathan Howard, Matthew Tam, Sarah Hanoun, Brooke Prichard, Perrin Swanlund, Bob Marr, and Nataola Kaplan, 

A quorum is 7 board members.  A Quorum was present at the meeting with 13 board members attending.

A total of 21 people attended this meeting.

AGENDA

The agenda was presented to the board by the acting President, Vice President Rick Gonzales.  President Stephen Souza was recovering from surgery.

MOTION/VOTE

Dillan Horton made the motion to pass the agenda with no changes.  Bob Bockwinkel seconded the motion.  Jan Agee called the motion to a vote.   The agenda was passed with unanimous approval.

MINUTES: 

The minutes for the April Board meeting had been posted to the server and an e-mail sent out to the board.  

MOTION/VOTE

The minutes were moved for approval by Arun Sen.  Approval of the minutes were seconded by Carl Schmid.  The minutes were passed as submitted without objection and with no abstentions.

PUBLIC COMMENT

There was no public comment from the guests that were invited by Bob Bockwinkel.  They was on club members interested in joining the DDC Board.  He was Bob Marr.

Under this category, Bob Schelen reported to acting President Rick Gonzales, the club had to pay more for the re-validation of the charter of the Davis Democratic Club and that the total number of members was counted and found to be 274 members.  This was an increase in membership from the previous year.  Ameer reported that a check was written to the YCDP to cover 274 DDC members.  

COLLEGE CAMPUS DEMS

Maiya De La Rosa reported that she will be the acting-out-going president of the College Campus Democrats for the next two to three weeks.  She is in her third year of international studies at UCDavis.  There will be an election for all offices of the organization.  The people running for office were introduced the board and each of them gave a short introduction of themselves.  They were:  Molly Mermin, 2nd year pharmaceutical chemistry at UCDavis running for membership director;  Matthew Tam, second year psych major at UCDavis running for executive director;  Sarah Hanoun running for membership director, Brooke Prichard running for membership director, Nataola Kaplan running for membership director; and Jonathan Howard running for president,

Maiya reported about the Indigo Awards, that occurred at the end of last month.  The Indigo Awards for the second year in a row, reported record sponsorships collected from the public.  [The Davis Democratic Club and the Yolo County Central Committee both contributed $1000 each for a total of $2000.  The DDC gave $500 immediately to the College Campus Dems and promised to deliver another $500 in August.  The DDC only gave $500 the previous year in sponsorship of this event.]

Acting President Rick Gonzales said that he was impressed by the event, including how it was tastefully done and complemented on the students on their dress and their presentation to the public, and their choice on award winners.  The theme was “Women contributing to the public, serving in public office.”  Fiona Ma was honored and Rick Gonzales was impressed by her short speech.  

It was reported that this was the largest number of people that have turned out for this event, with 50 people in the audience.    

YCDP REPORT

Bob Schelen was present at this meeting and so gave the report.  Bob Schelen is the chair of the YCDP.  Bob stated that the YCDP had given $1000 in support and sponsorship of the Indigo Awards to the College Dems.  He stated, that he also, was impressed by the College Dems awards fundraiser.  

Bob then went on to talk about things that were discussed at the last YCDP meeting.  One thing of note, the YCDP is sponsoring a fundraiser that will feature Tim Weiss.  He is associated with the Bernie Sanders for President campaign and he will speak about “White Privilege.” 

The YCDP endorsement committee has met with 3 of the candidates running for CA State Party Chair of the Democratic Party.  They hope to meet with the other two by the 20th and then they will vote and announce their choice before the convention at the end of the month.  

Bob then stated that DDC Board member,  Elizabeth Oramas led a workshop on organizational planning last month.  He stated that the DDC Board is invited to attend these workships.

Bob stated that the YCDP is getting a new web site.  

He finished up by stating that if people want to attend the state party convention, there are usually vacancies to fill and to contact him.  The event is at the end of this month and being held at Moscone Center in San Francisco.  

Bob went on to report that the turnout on Picnic Day for the candidate forum for those running for State Party Chair was good.  Over 40 people turned out for this event.  There was another forum held by the Yuba-Sutter club and there is another event later this month sponsored by the Napa County Democrat Party organization. [This has all concluded by the time of the publishing of these minutes.]  

TREASURER REPORT

Treasurer Ameer Alsawef had previously e-mailed the bank statements to the board.  He reported that the club has @ $10,471 total in both the Federal account and State accounts.   The club paid bills of $1443, which included the money to the YCDP for renewing the DDC charter of the club and $500 to the Campus College Dems for sponsorship of the Indigo Awards.  The club took in $990 over the last 30 days.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS

BOARD MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

Bob Bockwinkel introduced the motion to elect Bill Julian to the board.  Board Member and Newsletter Editor, Carl Schmid stated that this was discussed at the last meeting and it was his understanding that Bill Julian would be asked to attend the meeting to be voted upon as a board member.  Bob Bockwinkel stated that he had talked to Bill Julian and it was his understanding that Bill Julian wished to be on the board.  Carl stated that he wanted Bill Julian and Elly Fairclough to attend the next meeting to tell the board what they envisioned to do for the club in the future.  G Richard Yamagata asked Saira Delgado if Elly was still working with her to get her up to speed on being Membership Chair.  Saira unequivocally stated that Elly was paramount in getting her up to date on the duties of the membership chair, but those activities ended at the end of February.  

Carl Schmid asked that Bill Julian and Elly Fairclough be contacted and asked to attend the next meeting.  Bob Bockwinkel stated that he would contact them before the next meeting.  Bob Bockwinkel stated that Bill Julian will not be able to attend the next meeting, because Bill is working on showing the movie “The Day After” at the time of the next board meeting.  [This movie has since been postponed.]  He is working on the “Ban the Bomb” events here in Davis that were sponsored in part by the Davis Democratic Club.

Bob Marr was present for a vote on his board membership as recommended by Bob Bockwinkel.  It was stated that Bob will have to attend the next meeting to be voted upon.  The by-laws state that a person to be considered for board membership must attend two consecutive meetings to be voted upon.   

Bob Marr is to be voted upon at the next board meeting, if he attends that meeting.

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 

Membership Chair Saira Delgado reported that the club currently has 274 members in good standing and there are about 100 households.  This increased the ration of members per household from 1.5 to 2.74 per household.  

Dilan Horton asked questions about this increase in club members.  A large number of memberships have been renewed or new memberships initiated using the printed membership application from the newsletter.  Saira also stated that a number of old members (only about 20 to 30 memberships) have yet to renew and that those people will probably do so at the Champagne Brunch.  

There are 400 names on the club list.  This means that over half of those names have paid their dues.  The question came up, can the club contact these people to both renew memberships and to attend the champagne brunch.  It was suggested that the club contact Stephen Souza to do a robocall to the names on the list.

Bob Bockwinkel stated that he would like the College Dems make the phone calls with a live person on the phone.  Maiya, the outgoing College Dems president stated that they could do this and would be happy to do the calling.  

Bob Bockwinkel stated that he would work with the College Dems and get them the 100 household phone number of the people that have paid and the 100 household phone numbers of those that have not paid to invite them to the champagne brunch and to remind them that people could renew their memberships at the champagne brunch.  Bob stated that he believes that 50 to 60 people will show up to this event as a result of the phone calls.  

The phone calls will have a script asking for people that have paid their membership to bring a friend to the event.  Those that have yet to renew their dues, the script will ask for those people to attend the event and to pay their dues.  

Maiya said that this can best be done after the convention at the end of May, done during the first week of June.  

Giles Giovinazzi will send out the invitations next week.  Saira will be receiving the RSVPs via the social media and the web site.  

NEWSLETTER

Carl Schmid is the editor of the DDC Newsletter.  In the next newsletter, there will be an article by Lucas Frierichs about the state of the roads in Davis and what is being done about them.  Also, there is an article by Marie Bockwinkel about the results of the Four Waters 2020 campaign coordination meeting that was recently held.  Lastly, there is an article that will come from Tony Thurmond about Charter vs Public schools.  

GENERAL MEETINGS

CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH

The date of the Champagne Brunch has been set to June 23rd.   The planned keynote speaker is Tony Thurmond, State Superintendent of Schools.  Once the speaker has confirmed or states that he cannot attend, Carl Schmid, Bob Bockwinkel, Saira and Maiya will be informed by Bob Schelen.  If Tony Thurmond cannot attend, then a list of secondary speakers will be tapped to give the keynote presentation.  

Bill Julian is lining up the live entertainment and has two dowop groups that could perform.  Only one of them will be asked to perform.  

The amount for entrance fee is $35 for couples and $20 for individuals.  

FOURTH OF JULY BOOTH

Carl Schmid stated that he will have a sign-up sheet at the next 2 meetings.  There is a board meeting in July before this event.  He will participate in the rolling of the die for the beer concession at next year’s 4th of July event.  

YOLO COUNTY FAIR BOOTH

The fair has been moved back to August from July.  It will take place on August 16th.  The YCDP Executive Director “Lily” will be coordinating the clubs to man the booth.  Bob Schelen said that the club can rest assured that the DDC will be asked to man the booth on Saturday the 16th as it usually does and has in the past.  

Rick Gonzales stated that he will be out of town, so he will not be the chair of this committee for the club.  Someone else will need to take over the sign-up sheet.

NEW & OLD BUSINESS

OLD BUSINESS

FACEBOOK, TWITTER, INSTAGRAM, and WEB SITE

Bob Bockwinkel thanked Jan Agee and Giles Giovinazzi for their continued work with the club Facebook page.  Bob reported that there are a 1000 visits on a slow day and 5000 to 6000 visits on days that new material is posted from other Democratic clubs.  They send links, articles, pictures, reports and announcements of events.   Bob stated that the newest organization that is affiliated with the club page is the Laguna Beach Democratic Club.   

Bob stated that Elizabeth is working with the Twitter page, posting links and pictures from the club photo library.  Elizabeth said that she will work with Richard and Carl on the web site work that needs to be done.  [This has yet to be planned out.  It is just trying to get the old newsletter links organized and the old board meeting minutes posted on-line.]

NEW BUSINESS

Bob Bockwinkel reported on Bill Julian’s effort to have a “ban the bomb” series of events that will span 4 days.  The Davis Democratic Club is one of the sponsors as sanctioned by the President Stephen Souza.  [There was no vote or discussion with the DDC Board.  Bob stated that he talked to Stephen Souza about doing this.]   

The first part of the event will take place at the Davis Progressive Business Exchange meeting.  This will occur the next day.  {This already happened.]  The stakeholders/sponsors of the events will meet and talk and listen to a presentation by Bill Julian.  The next event will be a showing of the movie, “The Day After.”  [This has been postponed.]  The third event will be a book signing event centered around a book about stopping nuclear proliferation.  The fourth event which will happen in July or August will be a resolution brought to the Davis City Council, asking for a reaffirmation of the City of Davis as a nuclear free zone.  

2020 STRATEGIC PLANNING 

Bob Bockwinkel will send out links to the slide presentation/power point presentation that was shown at the Four Waters meeting.  The report about the meeting was already sent to the board for presentation in the club newsletter.  

The plan is to hire a student intern to coordinate the strategic plan to bring all of the club members together for the 2020 presidential election.  They want to hit the ground running once the presidential candidate has been chosen.  

KUDOS

Rick Gonzales gave Kudos to the College Dems for all their hard work on the Indigo Awards and wanted to give kudos to the future work that they have promised to do for the club in phone bank calling to club members to invite them to the champagne brunch.  

G Richard Yamagata wanted the board to give Kudos to Saira Delgado for all of her work as membership chair and to give kudos to Ameer for all of his work as treasurer.  

Bob Bockwinkel wanted to give Kudos to Bill Julian and all of those that are working on the series of events for nuclear disarmament.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Various events and fundraising events were announced that have since passed.  

FUTURE MEETINGS

The June 4th, July 2nd and August 6th meetings will be in the Blanchard Room of the Library and Stephen Souza plans to be presiding over all of these meetings.  

MOTION TO ADJOURN

Dillan Horton made the motion to adjourn, which was seconded by Carl Schmid.  The board voted to adjourn with no objections.

The meeting adjourned at 7:59 PM.  

Minutes respectfully submitted by G Richard Yamagata on June 4, 2019.


