
Minutes of the Davis Democratic Club Board Meeting

Tuesday June 4, 2019

Place: Blanchard Room of the

Davis Branch, Yolo County Library in Davis.

315 East 14th Street

North Davis, CA 95616

Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM by President Stephen Souza

Quorum was 7 board members 

Members Present: 11 board members present at the beginning of this meeting

12 board members present at the end of the meeting.

President Stephen Souza

Vice President  Absent

Treasurer Ameer Alsawaf

Recording Secretary G Richard Yamagata 

Corresponding Giles Giovinazzi

Publicity Absent

Membership Chair  Saira Delgado

Newsletter Editor Carl Schmid

Immediate Past President Arun Sen

Past President Bob Bockwinkel

Board Members: Tom Dowling, Jan Agee

Ex-Officio: YCDP was represented by Bob Schelen.  

MRC Greenwood has been granted a sabbatical.   This sabbatical will be up in July 2019.  It will be one year since she applied for sabbatical.   

Board Members absent:  Rick Gonzales, Elizabeth Oramas Diaz , Dillan Horton, MRC Greenwood.

[G Richard Yamagata had previously planned to skip this meeting.  He had been doing phone support work for 3 straight days with only 2 hours of sleep per night.  He was able to get a 2 hours nap in before the meeting, therefore made it to the meeting.  Unfortunately, he was unable to bring copies of minutes to the meeting nor was he able to bring a resolution from the club membership about the board recognizing the 75th Anniversary of the D-Day invasion.  He will try to mention this at the next meeting.  Along these same lines, 2020 will mark the 70th anniversary of the founding of the Davis Democratic Club in the living room of Betty Weir.  They met for the first time in September of 1950.  The club was chartered 2 years later by the Yolo County Democratic Central Committee in 1952.  So the club is either 70 years old or 68 years old, depending upon what you consider the birth of the organization.]

ATTENDANCE

The by-laws state that an individual cannot miss 3 meetings in a row.  It also states that a person cannot miss 3 meetings in a 5 meeting reporting period.  This is to prevent members from showing up every other meeting or 50% of the time.  

Ex-Officio members absent:  Jim Provenza and College Campus Dems 

There were 3 guests present.  They were Alan Hirsch, Jonathan Howard, and Bill Julian. 

A quorum is 7 board members.  A Quorum was present at the meeting with 11 board members attending.

AGENDA

The agenda was presented to the board by the President, Stephen Souza.  

MOTION/VOTE

Carl Schmid made the motion to pass the agenda with no changes.  Arun Sen seconded the motion.  Jan Agee called the motion to a vote.   The agenda was passed with unanimous approval.

MINUTES: 

The minutes for the May Board meeting had been posted to the server and an e-mail sent out to the board.  

MOTION/VOTE

The minutes were moved for approval by Carl Schmid.  Approval of the minutes were seconded by Jan Agee.  On change was noted, that Jonathan Howard is not with the Davis College Dems.  The minutes were passed as submitted without objection and with no abstentions.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Alan Hirsch asked for help in his tabling efforts at Davis Farmers Market.  Both Carl Schmid and Bob Bockwinkel spoke on how Alan provides a vital service for the club and makes our club visible to the public.  Bob asked that Alan write an article for the club newsletter about what he does at the Davis Farmers Market.  Carl Schmid made the statement that the Yolo County Democratic Party has wanted a presence at the Davis Farmers Market and this is their chance to do so by sponsoring Alan Hirsch.  

G Richard Yamagata asked if Alan could e-mail him any activities that were going on with the people that are supporting his booth, so that he could post them to the e-mail list as action items.  

The club asked for an itemized list from Alan Hirsch on how the club can help him at the booth.  Alan said that he would do this.  So, the club will be receiving an article for the newsletter and an itemized list of resources from Alan Hirsch.

COLLEGE CAMPUS DEMS

The College Campus Dems were busy making phone calls for the DDC’s Champagne Brunch, so they were not in attendance at this meeting.

YCDP REPORT

Bob Schelen was present at this meeting and so gave the report.  Bob Schelen is the chair of the YCDP.   He stated that the State Party had a very successful State Convention.  He stated that there was no controversy, as at the last convention when the party chair was elected.  This year the election process went smoothly.  There were a very large number of candidates for the state party chair.  The person that did win, won with over 40% of the vote on the first ballot.

Bob Schelen reported that State Senator Bill Dodd came to the last YCDP meeting and stated that his endorsement for the registered Republican that ran and won re-election to the office of Yolo County DA was payback to him for the candidate’s support on political items in Yolo County.  He stated that as long as this person continues to help when help is requested, he will continue to support him for election to these non-partisan county seats and offices.  

Bob reported that the County Committee is completing the re-chartering of the clubs.  The DDC has sent a check with its official roster of 274 members.  The club gets 20 delegates, who will vote at the pre-endorsement caucus for State and Federal offices.  The names must be submitted to the YCDP before the next meeting.  The primary election is in March 2020.  The caucus, where the pre-primary endorsements are decided are on November 15, 16, 17.  Bob Schelen needs to have the list with the contact information for the delegates.  Bob preferred to have all of this information by the end of the following week.  

Bob stated that the club is slated to table at the YCDP booth at the Yolo County Fair on Saturday, August 17.  Rick Gonzales said that he will not be in town, so a new chair/coordinator must be assigned to interface with the YCDP.  

Bob stated that he was still in contact with Tony Thurmond’s office to have him come to the Champagne Brunch as the keynote speaker.  He stated that the Lt. Governor was the back-up speaker.  The next back-up speaker was Lorraine Gonzales, an Assembly woman from San Diego.  The fourth back up speaker was Betty Yee, former member of the DDC board and current State Controller.  

Bob stated that Rick Gonzales is on top of the logistics for the DDC Champagne Brunch.  A work date is scheduled the day before the event on June 22nd at 9:30AM.  Giles is on top of getting a press release into the Davis Enterprise, once the keynote speaker is nailed down.   Bob Schelen is to contact Giles as soon as the keynote speaker has been nailed down.  An e-mail will also go to Stephen Souza, Carl Schmid, Bob Bockwinkel and G Richard Yamagata, hopefully this coming weekend, stating who will be the keynote speaker at the Champagne Brunch, 

TREASURER REPORT

Treasurer Ameer Alsawef had previously e-mailed the bank statements to the board for April.  The bank statements for May had not yet been received and were not available.  He reported that the club has @ $11000 total in both the Federal account ($10,471) and State ($504) accounts.   The club paid bills of @$300.  The club took in $635 over the last 30 days.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS

BOARD MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

Bob Bockwinkel introduced the motion to elect Bill Julian to the board.  Bill Julian was at this meeting, because the “Ban the Bomb” organization’s movie, “The Day After,” was cancelled.  It will be shown in August during the worldwide observance of the 74th anniversary of the atomic bombing of Hiroshima.

It was noted that Bill Julian led the DDC in the community wide, statewide and nationwide effort to sponsor a bill that said that congress must approve any use of nuclear weapons by presidential order.   Bill has led teach-ins on that issue and on the issue of national health care.

MOTION

Bob Bockwinkel made the motion that Bill Julian be elected as an ex-officio to the DDC Board.  Arun Sen seconded the motion.  As an ex-officio member, he will not have to meet the attendance requirements of a regular board member.  Ex-officio board members can vote, but cannot make motions and as such need to ask an elected board member to make a motion on their behalf.  Bill Julian also promised not to be a “drive by” voter at the board meetings, meaning that he will not just show up at board meetings to push a controversial item through the DDC Board.   

DISCUSSION

Bill Julian was asked to leave the room.  The Board Meeting went into closed session, though I will report that Bob Bockwinkel made strong statements of support for Bill Julian and stated that Bill Julian adds to the public stature of any board that he is a member.   Carl Schmid stated that he was is support of his election to the board.  There were numerous other statements of support.

VOTE

The board voted 11-0-0 to elect Bill Julian as the newest ex-officio member of the board.   There were no objections.  

Bill Julian was applauded and hailed and warmly welcomed as he entered back into the meeting hall.

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 

Membership Chair Saira Delgado reported that the club currently has 274 members in good standing and there are about 110 households that have renewed so far this year.  She reported that $450 has been taken in as membership fees and advance payments for the Champagne Brunch since the last club meeting.  

Saira reported that the College Dems were making phone calls on behalf of the DDC as we were meeting for membership renewal and for attending the Champagne Brunch.  It was stated that DDC Board Member Tom Dowling was opening his home to phone banking for the club to telephone DDC members that were elected to public office and other notables, to remind them about the Champagne Brunch and about membership, if they had not yet renewed.  Various board members that were present at this meeting promised to appear at Tom’s home for the phone banking.  

NEWSLETTER

Carl Schmid is the editor of the DDC Newsletter.  Carl stated that he had been holding the e-mail in anticipation of the announcement of the keynote speaker for the Champagne Brunch, but he will publish in two days on Thursday.  So, the newsletter was out of time and had to go to press.  Carl was going to be out of town, on vacation and this also affected the club’s participation in the rolling of the die for the City of Davis beer concession for the 4th of July in 2020.  The upcoming newsletter will feature an article by Melissa Moreno and Alan Hirsch’s article about his tabling at the  Davis Farmers Market

Saira Delgado requested that the newsletter re-incorporate the text about the red dots denoting that membership fees are due.  Carl agreed that the text needs to be re-inserted.

GENERAL MEETINGS

CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH

The date of the Champagne Brunch has been set to June 23rd.   The planned keynote speaker is Tony Thurmond, State Superintendent of Schools.  Once the speaker has confirmed or states that he cannot attend, Carl Schmid, Bob Bockwinkel, Saira and Maiya will be informed by Bob Schelen.  If Tony Thurmond cannot attend, then a list of secondary speakers will be tapped to give the keynote presentation.  

Bill Julian is lining up the live entertainment and has a dowop group that will perform.  He is asking them to bring their own sound system, but they may not be able to bring one.  Stephen Souza said that he would try to locate one for the event.

Bill said that he has 6 long tables.  Stephen said that he has 8 round tables and 60 chairs.  Stephen stated that he has 3 shade structures.  Carl has one.  Bill has one.  Rick Gonzales has one shade structure and 15 chairs.  Giles said that he has one.  There is only need for one more shade structure for the one remaining round table.  We should be good with 75 chairs.  

Robin Souza will do the table decorations.  

Set-up will be on Saturday morning at 9:30Am.  The remaining set-up will be done on the morning of the event, at 9:30Am.  Jonathan Howard will find out if the College Dems can supply help either on Saturday or Sunday or both days.  Volunteers on Saturday that committed at this board meeting are Dillan Horton, Giles Giovinazzi, Jonathan Howard, Rick Gonzales, Bob Bockwinkel, Arun Sen and Bill Julian.  He said that his daughter and her husband will also be on hand.  

Rick Gonzales said that he would purchase additional food items to fill in from the list of food supplied by the board.  Rick will also bring soft drinks and water.  Bob Bockwinkel will pick up orange juice and champagne.  

The amount for entrance fee is $35 for couples and $20 for individuals.  Jan Agee, Saira and Ameer will be at the entrance table.  

NUCLEAR FREE EVENT

Bill Julian discussed his upcoming NUCLEAR FREE events and teach-ins.  There will be a book signing at the Avid Reader, the movie event (“The Day After”) with a panel discussion, and other events.  Bill stated that he needed a web site and e-mail list.  Bob Bockwinkel stated that Bill Julian could e-mail the event announcement to G Richard Yamagata.  Jonathan Howard volunteered to post events on the web site.  

The steering committee will be drafting the resolution to be taken to the Davis City Council and the Sacramento City Council.  They will be trying to get other mayors of California cities to sign on in support of this nuclear non-proliferation resolution and having their cities adopt the resolution.  There will be updates at future board meetings to keep everyone informed of what is happening.

FOURTH OF JULY BOOTH

Carl Schmid passed around a sign-up sheet for the 4th of July Booth.  He and G Richard Yamagata are signed up to set-up the booth.  Stephen Souza will participate in the rolling of the die for the beer concession at next year’s 4th of July event.  Stephen will also pick up the booth location map.  This will all happen at the Senior Center at 6PM, the next day.  The club has a 1 in 5 chance of picking up the beer concession.  

YOLO COUNTY FAIR BOOTH

This will take place on August 17th.  The YCDP Executive Director “Lily” will be coordinating the clubs to man the booth.  This was discussed earlier in Bob Schelen’s report.  Rick Gonzales will not be around, so someone else needs to spearhead this booth.  

Rick Gonzales stated that he will be out of town, so he will not be the chair of this committee for the club.  Someone else will need to take over the sign-up sheet.

NEW & OLD BUSINESS

OLD BUSINESS

FACEBOOK, TWITTER, INSTAGRAM, and WEB SITE

Bob Bockwinkel thanked Jan Agee and Giles Giovinazzi for their continued work with the club Facebook page.  Bob reported that there are at least 1000 visits a day.   

Jan Agee requested that a link be placed at the Davis Democratic Club web site to register voters.  She stated that the club web site does not have enough voter resources for people to use and is therefore not useful to get people mobilized to resist the Trump Republican administration.  

G Richard Yamagata was asked to put in the link at the web site.  

NEW BUSINESS

2020 STRATEGIC PLANNING 

Bob Bockwinkel talked about the scheduling of future meetings of this group.  The whole purpose of this project is to plan ahead, so the campaign can hit the ground running once the presidential candidate has been chosen.  Bob listed all of the resources that are available from the DDC and the College Dems and the YCDP.  The DDC has the Facebook page, the club web site, the e-mail lists, the newsletter, the Twitter pages and the Instagram account.  

Bob was also talking about having a club barbecue on the roof of the John Natsoulas Gallery.  Stephen Souza stated that John Natsoulas is requesting the that club purchase for the day of its events at the gallery, a one million dollar liability insurance policy.  This is the same policy that is required by the Davis Chamber of Commerce from each organization that has a booth at the Celebrate! Davis event.  The cost is minimal for such a policy.  

Jan Agee announced that the State of California is reforming the committee to draw the redistricting districts for the State senate and assembly and for the congressional districts.  She has the material for people to look at and passed it out at the meeting.  She asked that people consider volunteering to work on this commission.  

KUDOS

Bob Bockwinkel gave Kudos to Bill Julian for all of his work on the nuclear free project and for bringing the Davis Democratic Club into this effort.  

Bill Julian gave Kudos to the club for continuing to back his efforts at banning nuclear weapons.  He stated that the DDC has always been active in supporting the teach-ins and sponsored the first event at the Unitarian Church

G Richard Yamagata wanted the board to give Kudos to Saira Delgado for all of her work as membership chair and to give kudos to Ameer for all of his work as treasurer.  

Saira gave Kudos to the College Dems for all of their work in telephoning the club membership.  Bob Bockwinkel asked that the board give a round of applause for their work, which was seconded by Bill Julian and Carl Schmid and they led the board in doing this.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Various events and fundraising events were announced that have since passed.  

FUTURE MEETINGS

The June 4th, July 2nd and August 6th meetings will be in the Blanchard Room of the Library and Stephen Souza plans to be presiding over all of these meetings.  

MOTION TO ADJOURN

Carl Schmid made the motion to adjourn, which was seconded by Bob Bockwinkel for Bill Julian.  The board voted to adjourn with no objections.

The meeting adjourned at 8:07 PM.  

Minutes respectfully submitted by G Richard Yamagata on July 1, 2019.


