
Minutes of the Davis Democratic Club Board Meeting

Tuesday July 2, 2019

Place: Blanchard Room of the

Davis Branch, Yolo County Library in Davis.

315 East 14th Street

North Davis, CA 95616

Meeting called to order at 7:02 PM by President Stephen Souza

Quorum was 7 board members 

Members Present: 10 board members present at the beginning of this meeting

13 board members present at the end of the meeting.

President Stephen Souza

Vice President  Rick Gonzales

Treasurer  Absent

Recording Secretary G Richard Yamagata 

Corresponding Secretary Absent

Publicity Absent

Membership Chair  Saira Delgado

Newsletter Editor Carl Schmid

Immediate Past President Arun Sen

Past President Bob Bockwinkel

Board Members: Tom Dowling, Jan Agee

Ex-Officio: YCDP was represented by Bob Schelen. 

Board Members absent:  Ameer Alsawaf, Giles Giovinazzi, Elizabeth Oramas Diaz , Dillan Horton.

ATTENDANCE

The by-laws state that an individual cannot miss 3 meetings in a row.  It also states that a person cannot miss 3 meetings in a 5 meeting reporting period.  This is to prevent members from showing up every other meeting or 50% of the time.  

Ex-Officio members absent:  Bill Julian, Jim Provenza and College Campus Dems 

There were 5 guests present.  They were Alan Hirsch, Jonathan Howard, Linda Deos, Bob Marr and Chris Gephart. 

A quorum is 7 board members.  A Quorum was present at the meeting with 10 board members attending at the beginning of the meeting.  Two Board members were elected and there were 12 board members present at the end of the meeting.  

AGENDA

The agenda was presented to the board by the President, Stephen Souza.  

MOTION/VOTE

Past President Arun Sen made the motion to pass the agenda with no changes.  Carl Schmid seconded the motion.  Jan Agee called the motion to a vote.   The agenda was passed with unanimous approval.

MINUTES: 

The minutes for the June Board meeting had been posted to the server and an e-mail sent out to the board.  

MOTION/VOTE

The minutes were moved for approval by Aun Sen.  Approval of the minutes were seconded by Carl Schmid.  The minutes were passed as submitted without objection and with no abstentions.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Jonathan Howard talked about 3 events that occurred since the last board meeting where Indivisible members showed up, along with Davis Democratic Club members.  The numbers of people were 100+  

COLLEGE CAMPUS DEMS

The College Campus Dems were absent from this meeting, as they are on summer break.

YCDP REPORT

Bob Schelen was present at this meeting and so gave the report.  Bob Schelen is the chair of the YCDP.   Bob stated that the next YCDP meeting will be at the Palms in Winters.  

He also stated that the club needed to submit 20 names to vote for the pre-endorsement caucus that is held before the state convention.  These are the people that are endorsed by the state party in local statewide elections and/or offices [State Assembly, State Senate, House Representative, etc]

Bob ended with saying that the YCDP needed a representative on its board for the 3rd Yolo County Supervisor District.  Those that live in the district and wish to serve should contact Bob Schelen.

TREASURER REPORT

Treasurer Ameer Alsawef was out of the country, so no treasurer’s report was given.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

BOARD MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

Bob Bockwinkel introduced the motion to elect three new board members.  They are:

Alan Hirsch, Jonathan Howard, and Bob Marr.

Each of the people nominated by Bob Bockwinkel spoke about what they do for the Democratic Party both past and present.

Jonathan Howard is very active throughout Yolo County and beyond and is a community officer with our elected representative that works with the community, hence why he knows so much about the public gathering of people that are supporting the Democratic agenda locally to effect change at the national level.

Al Hirsch has tabled for the local Democrats and for other progressive organizations at various farmers markets on a weekly basis.  He funds his own resistance newsletter against the Trump administration.  The DDC supports his efforts at tabling and provides materials for his table.  The YCDP is in the process of formalizing such a relationship with Al Hirsch.

Bob Marr is a long time Democrat, a long time club member and has served on the Yolo County Central Committee, which is now the Yolo County Democratic Party.  He also has served as a State delegate at the Democratic Party State Conventions.  

With the election of these 3 people, the total number of board members will be 16.  A quorum will now be 9 board members, counting the DDC President or 8 members not counting the President.  The President usually does not vote on motions, unless there is a tie or if the president wants to make the motion unanimous. 

MOTION

Arun Sen made the motion that all three candidates will be voted upon at the same time and elected to the board as a slate.  He also stipulated that each of the board members that were to be elected will sign up on one of the active committees of the Davis Democratic Club.  Carl Schmid reworded the motion:  that the board will elect 3 new board members, Jonathan Howard, Bob Marr, and Alan Hirsch.  Upon being elected the new board members must sign up to work on a DDC committee.

DISCUSSION

All three individuals left the room.  There was very little to discuss.  The comments made by individual board are all in closed session.  There was one general comment by Rick Gonzales that the board is now way gender biased, made up greatly by men.  The board will be made up of 13 men and 3 women [One of the women will be stepping down from the board to go to medical school.]

VOTE

The board voted 10-0-0, unanimous, to elect Jonathan Howard, Al Hirsch, and Bob Marr to the board.

All three were applauded and warmly welcomed as they entered back into the meeting hall.

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 

Membership Chair Saira Delgado reported that the club currently has 278 members in good standing and there are about 118 households that have renewed so far this year.  She reported that $1800 was taken in since the last meeting.  She reported that about $800 of that was in membership dues.   The rest was from donations for tickets to the Champagne Brunch.   It was guesstimated that there was a little under $20,000 in the club bank accounts.

NEWSLETTER

Carl Schmid is the editor of the DDC Newsletter.  Carl stated the next newsletter will be mostly photos.  They will include photos from  the Champagne Brunch and from the 4th of July Booth in the park.  Carl also stated that Tom Salee, a long time DDC member had passed away and there will be an obituary for him in the club newsletter.  

GENERAL MEETINGS

CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH

It was generally agreed by all of the board members that attendance was low.  Considering that the club charges a lot more for election years, it was suggested that the entrance donation be lowered or remain that same.  There were a number of competing events, including the birthday party for Democrat and Davis City Council member Lucas Frierichs.  

It was brought up that none of the keynote speakers attended this Champagne Brunch and that the club could not use a name to draw people to the event.  Bob Schelen stated that the California Lt Governor wanted to come speak and attend the Brunch, but she had a scheduling conflict.  She said that she could attend a week earlier or a week later, but not the chosen weekend.  It was agreed that we needed to select a date in December for a May date for the event.  People were in agreement that a May date was best for student participation and cooler weather for the event.  Interestingly, it was suggested that the event start earlier in the day, like 10AM, even though May would be cooler.  It was believed by some, that an earlier start time would make the event more attractive to people that had events to attend in the afternoon or evening.  

There was complaint that the food was in the hot sun.  There was much discussion about this.  It was decided that this may not be important if the event is held at the end of May.  The first priority is shade or shelter for the attendees and the performers/speakers.  

It was decided that the date and venue will be selected before January 1.  That would give us five to six months of time to prep the event and promote the event with a keynote speaker.  

No conclusions were made about any other issues, including the positioning of the food nor the length of speeches.  It was stated that the speeches needed to be shorter, but it was also agreed that it was important to hear what our representatives were working upon and what they had managed to get passed through the House or the CA legislature.

NUCLEAR FREE EVENT

Jonathan Howard discussed Bill Julian’s upcoming NUCLEAR FREE events and teach-ins.  There will be a book signing at the Avid Reader, the movie event (“The Day After”) with a panel discussion, and other events.  Bill stated that he has a web site and he will send e-mail to G Richard Yamagata to be sent out to the club members.  

The movie, “The Day After” will take place on August 8th at the Quaker’s Friends Meeting Place on L Street next to 3rd street.  The start time will be 6:30PM and the event can last until 9:30PM, depending on how long the panel discussion goes on after the movie.  The panel will discuss what people saw in the movie in terms of what the US Government plan is do deal with the aftermath.  

The plan for the other events remains that a steering committee will be drafting the “no nukes” resolution to be taken to the Davis City Council and the Sacramento City Council.  They will be trying to get other mayors of California cities to sign on in support of this nuclear non-proliferation resolution and having their cities adopt the resolution.  There will be updates at future board meetings to keep everyone informed of what is happening.

FOURTH OF JULY BOOTH

Carl Schmid passed around a sign-up sheet for the 4th of July Booth.  He and G Richard Yamagata are signed up to set-up the booth.  Stephen Souza participated in the rolling of the die for the beer concession at next year’s 4th of July event.  Stephen won the beer concession for the club.  This is wonderful news, because that means the Davis Democratic Club will be the booth with the most traffic at central park in the 2020 election year.  We will have blue cups, not red at the booth.

YOLO COUNTY FAIR BOOTH

This will take place on August 17th.  The YCDP Executive Director “Lily” will be coordinating the clubs to man the booth.  Rick Gonzales will not be around, so someone else needed to spearhead this booth.   Stephen Souza stepped up to head the county fair booth committee.  He asked for the club members to help with manning the booth.  Please e-mail sasouza@sbcglobal.net or telephone him at 530-400-2222.  If you cannot connect via his contact info, you can also contact G Richard Yamagata at yamagata@dcn.org and 530-848-8634.  

FALL BARBECUE

Preliminary discussion for this event took place.  It was tentatively decided that the date would be at the end of October and that it would be at the John Natsoulas Gallery.  President Stephen Souza will check the community calendars and present at date at the next board meeting.  

G Richard Yamagata informed the board that this September, the DDC will be celebrating its 69th Birthday.  Jonathan Howard stated that this was impressive that the DDC has been meeting for that long.  The first meeting was in the living room of Betty Weir at her home on Linden Avenue in Davis.  There will be a rum custard birthday cake to celebrate this at the Fall Barbecue.

BEAN FEED

The Bean Feed will be on October 13.  

NEW & OLD BUSINESS

OLD BUSINESS

FACEBOOK, TWITTER, INSTAGRAM, and WEB SITE

Bob Bockwinkel thanked Jan Agee and Giles Giovinazzi for their continued work with the club Facebook page.  Bob reported that there continues to be at least 1000 visits a day.   

Bob stated that there is a lot of posting and outreach to and from other Democratic web sites.  Also, there is a lot of posting back and forth with links being shared in Twitter.  Bob Bockwinkel made the request of Bob Schelen that the YCDP post and update their postings on Twitter.

NEW BUSINESS

2020 STRATEGIC PLANNING 

Bob Bockwinkel stated that there is a video that is available to be seen of the strategic meeting that took place in June with Four Waters and Elizabeth Oramas Diaz.  He believed that you can access it through the club Facebook page.  

Bob Bockwinkel asked the club to provide money for the purchase of 1000 buttons.  This was opposed by different people on the board, because the club did this once before and ended up with hundreds of unsold buttons.  Bob said that he would find a way to have the buttons made with a union bug on them.  Bob also wanted a t-shirt made for the 2020 general election.  In the end Bob Bockwinkel, Alan Hirsch and Linda Deos will work as a committee on the design of the t-shirt and present it to the board at a future meeting.   

KUDOS

Kudos were given by the board to Bill Julian and Robin for hosting the Champagne Brunch at their home.  It was stated that things will settle down at the end of September and the club will plan to do something special for Bill and Robin.

Bob Bockwinkel gave Kudos to Bill Julian for all of his work on the nuclear free project and for bringing the Davis Democratic Club into this effort.  

G Richard Yamagata wanted the board to give Kudos to Carl Schmid for all of his hard work on the newsletter.  G Richard was going back, looking at all of the old minutes and he stated that Carl had not been thanked in a while

Carl Schmid stated that the club has many times in the past given him kudos for newsletter work and said that the board should give kudos to G Richard for his keeping the DDC train running  each month.  

Alan Hirsch wanted  to give Kudos to DDC members that are attending events along side the people that are part of Indivisible.  Alan said that he would like to see more DDC members at these events and wanted the board to work on getting more board members and club members to attend.  Bob Marr and Bob Schelen stated that someone needs to talk to Indivisible before this is done.  They may not like having DDC members show up to their events as DDC members.  Alan Hirsch said that he would talk to Indivisible.

G Richard Yamagata wanted the board to thank Stephen Souza for winning the beer concession in 2020, a election year.  This is a fantastic opportunity for the club to bring more people to the 4th of July booth.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Various events and fundraising events were announced that have since passed.  

FUTURE MEETINGS

The August 6th and September 3 board meetings  will be in the Blanchard Room and the October 1st meeting will be in the small conference room of the Library.  Stephen Souza plans to be healthy and presiding over all of these meetings.  

MOTION TO ADJOURN

Arun Sen made the motion to adjourn, which was seconded by Carl Schmid.  The board voted to adjourn with no objections.

The meeting adjourned at 8:12 PM.  

Minutes respectfully submitted by G Richard Yamagata on August 5, 2019.


