
Minutes of the Davis Democratic Club Board Meeting

Tuesday October 1, 2019

Place: Small Conference Room of the

Davis Branch, Yolo County Library in Davis.

315 East 14th Street

North Davis, CA 95616

Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM by President Stephen Souza

Quorum was 8 board members 

Members Present: 16 board members were present at the beginning of this meeting. 17 were present at the end of the meeting.

President Stephen Souza

Vice President  Rick Gonzales

Treasurer  Ameer Alsawaf

Recording Secretary G Richard Yamagata 

Corresponding Secretary Giles Giovinazzi

Publicity Absent

Membership Chair  Saira Delgado

Newsletter Editor Carl Schmid

Immediate Past President Arun Sen

Past President Bob Bockwinkel

Board Members: Bob Marr, Tom Dowling, Jan Agee, Dillon Horton, Alan Hirsch, Jonathan Howard

Ex-Officio: YCDP Bob Schelen, Jim Provenza and College Campus Dems President Brooke Pritchard.

Board Members absent: 

ATTENDANCE

The by-laws state that an individual cannot miss 3 meetings in a row.  It also states that a person cannot miss 3 meetings in a 5 meeting reporting period.  This is to prevent members from showing up every other meeting or 50% of the time.  

Ex-Officio members absent:  Bill Julian, Jim Provenza 

There were 8 guests present.  They were Linda Deos, Cece Garaofoli, Molly Mermih, Evan Cragen, Mathew Tan, Yesenia Valencia, Khalil Malik, Christian Monsees

A quorum is 8 board members.  A Quorum was present at the meeting with 16 board members attending this meeting.  

AGENDA

The agenda was presented to the board by the President, Stephen Souza.  

MOTION/VOTE

Carl Schmid made the motion to pass the agenda with no changes. Jonathan Howard seconded the motion.  The agenda was passed with unanimous approval.

PUBLIC COMMENT

With 24 people at this meeting with 8 of them guests, there was no public comment.  The students were attending to discuss the DDC donation to their campus Democratic organization.

DDC PRESIDENT REPORT

President Stephen Souza asked for board input for awarding this year’s Weir-Willaimson Award in service of the Yolo Democratic Party.  The nominees that were decided upon by President Souza were:  Indivisible Yolo, The Verbs, and Andrew Kim.  Andrew Kim did a lot of work in flipping the House of Representatives from Republican to Democrat, working a paid position for “Flip the 14.”  This targeted 14 districts that voted for Hillary in the Presidential election, but were represented by Republicans in the house.  Carl Schmid gave a testimonial to Andrew Kim for his hard work and diligence.  It was brought up by a number of people that Andrew Kim was paid for this work and that violated the “volunteer status” or notation of the award.  

Jan Agee talked about The Verbs and why they should receive the award for raising money for Democratic Party causes.  

Alan Hirsch said that the award should be given to Indivisible Yolo to build a stronger relationship with them.  He also stated that the award is well earned by the organization for their hard work against the political agenda of Donald Trump.   Bob Schelen stated that many in Indivisible Yolo would not like to be recognized as being in any way associated with the Democratic Party.  He also stated that Indivisible has not officially done any work with the Democratic Party in Yolo County.  

Bob Bockwinkel spoke in support of the Verbs, recounting all of the fundraising done by that organization.  Giles asked for clarification of what the award was given out for – the president replied that it was given for Outstanding volunteer service to the Yolo County Democratic Party.  It was noted that all of the money raised by the Verbs was to be spend outside of Yolo County.  

Alan Hirsch stated that Bill Julian should get the award for all of his local work that reflects back to the national Democratic agenda.  But, Bill Julian has received the award in the past.  

VOTE

The Presdent asked for a vote by show of hands for each of the groups.  The Verbs received 14 votes with 1 vote for Indivisible and one abstention.  The Verbs were to receive this year’s Weir-Williamson Award.  

COLLEGE CAMPUS DEMS

The College Campus Dems report was given by its President, Brooke Pritchard.  She reported that they had registered 380 voters in the past 6 months.  They were now planning their annual retreat to Lake Tahoe to plan for the coming year, 2019 to 2020.  She stated that the organization was planning to support this year’s Bean Feed by supplying volunteers to work at the event. 

YCDP REPORT

Bob Schelen gave the YCDP report.  Most of it was about plans for the Bean Feed, which was taking place on the 13 of October.  [This event has taken place since the meeting.]  The DDC planned to have 2 tables at this event.   The board had previously voted to sponsor this event.  The food that was being barbecued at this event was being done so by the Davis Firefighters, last year’s recipient of the Weir-Williamson Award.  

Bob next reported that the YCDP was looking for people to volunteer to serve on the endorsement committee.  They are to endorse a candidate for the 4th and 5th Yolo County Supervisor districts.  People that want to volunteer should contact Bob Schelen.  

TREASURER REPORT

Treasurer Ameer Alsawef presented the August financials.  The bottom line is that the State Account has $609 and the Federal Account has $12,305.  We had $314 in recurring bills and he noted the $500 donated to the College Campus Dems.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS

BOARD MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

MOTION

Bob Bockwinkel asked that Linda Deos be re-instated on the board.  She had gone on sabbatical from the board since the last Davis City Council election.  Linda was asked to leave the room.  Dillan Horton seconded the motion.

VOTE

The vote for re-instatement was unanimous in favor of re-instatement.

Dillan Horton, who is running for city council, stated that he would remain on the board and try to make as many meetings as he could.  Jonathan Howard’s employment situation has changed and he is now working and living in Sacramento.  He stated that he would work to remain on the board.  

For the 2020 election of the board, President Souza asked that the current slate of officers remain in place and would be submitted as the slate in 2020.   There were no objections.

MOTION/VOTE

The office of Publicity was currently vacant.  President Souza asked that Giles Giovinazzi take over that position in addition to his corresponding secretary duties.  Carl Schmid made the motion that the board accept Giles as Corresponding Secretary.  This was seconded by Bob Bockwinkel.  The motion passed unanimously, 17 – 0.

Bob concluded this portion of the meeting by stating that he continues conversations with at least 4 other people to join the board.  Rick Gonzales stated that the board needs women to represent that portion of its membership.  The board currently has 15 elected board members and 3 ex-officios for a total of 18 board members.  There was only one board member not present at this meeting.

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 

Membership Chair Saira Delgado reported that the club received 15 renewals and 2 new memberships over the past month.  This brought in $1080 in membership fees and donations to the club.  Carl asked how many of these were in response to the letters mailed out from the last meeting.  Saira replied that about 5 people renewed that received the letters.  This was deemed a success by the board, especially since many of the people sent in more than just the $15 for basic club membership.  

Saira stated that in December, the club will be collecting membership fees for 2020.

NEWSLETTER

Carl Schmid is the editor of the DDC Newsletter.  Carl stated that the next newsletter will cover the 69th Birthday Party with cake at Lamppost Pizza and the Bean Feed at the Davis Senior Center.  There will be also something from Davis Moms for Gun Sense in America.   Rick Gonzales will send in an “in memoriam” for Reverend John Pamperin to be featured in the newsletter.  

GENERAL MEETINGS

HOLIDAY PARTY

Rick Gonzales stated that he will be passing out the sign-up sheet for food items to be brought to the Holiday Party by the board at the next meeting.  He thanked Stephen for hosting this event at his home, because that makes it so that no liquor license needs to be procured for the event.

BEAN FEED

Bob Schelen stated that they still needed volunteers to serve drinks from the bar at that event.  Bob Marr volunteered to do this at the event.

MOTION/VOTE

The club has already discussed the donation of $5000 to the YCDP for the 2020 headquarters. Bob Bockwinkel made the motion that the club donate $2500 to the YCDP Bean Feed to sponsor the event and purchase 2 tables at the event.  This was seconded by Carl Schmid.  The motion passed unanimously 17 to 0.  

NUCLEAR FREE EVENTS

Bob Bockwinkel gave a report.  They are still working on submitting language to be adopted by the City of Sacramento and the City of Davis, pledging that they would be nuclear weapons free areas.  This would be a renewed pledge by the City of Davis.  Bob stated that he would keep the board informed.  

NEW & OLD BUSINESS

OLD BUSINESS

FACEBOOK, TWITTER, INSTAGRAM, and WEB SITE

Gile reported that they have 5600 followers on Facebook with 10,000 clicks and 50,000 likes per month.  Bob Bockwinkel asked for a volunteer for Twitter.  Bob Marr asked what was involved with managing the DDC Twitter account.  

Website:  Carl Schmid asked that G Richard Yamagata explain what the problem is with the web site.  G Richard stated that the web site has become more and more “glitchy” over time.  To post the newsletter, we now have to send the same commands to the server at least three, if not four or five times for the newsletters to appear on the web site.  G Richard discovered after talking with Bill Julian, that the CDC is a paid Democratic organization that supports the State Democratic Party.  That organization has gone either bankrupt or is in serious financial trouble.  There no longer is a system administrator for the web server.  There are no longer back-ups being done by the California Democratic Council, CDC, of the web server.  Also various modules are no longer working within the web site.  Jonathan Howard said that he would look into the problem.

NEW BUSINESS

There was no new business.

OLD BUSINESS

Rick Gonzales wanted the club to none that John Pamperin was dues paying member in 2017 and in subsequent years before that date.  

KUDOS

Kudos were given by G Richard Yamagata to Stephen Souza for his continued presidential management of the DDC and he especially mentioned the work on the Weir-Williamson Award.  

Tom Dowling gave Kudos for his wife in volunteering in support of the Yolo County Democratic Party in the latest work that was being done for the 2020 election year.

Bob Bockwinkel gave kudos to all of the young people that participated in last month’s Climate Strike national protest.  Bob attended the Climate Strike at Capitol Park in Sacramento.  

Bob Schelen gave kudos to Allan Hirsch for all of his work at the Yolo County Booth and at the Booth in the Park in Davis and for giving a presentation at the YCDP meeting about booth participation and organization for its membership.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Various events and fundraising events were announced that have since passed.  

FUTURE MEETINGS

The November 5th and December 3 meeting will be back in the Blanchard Room.  We have no location for the January 7 meeting.

MOTION TO ADJOURN

Dillan Horton made the motion to adjourn, which was seconded by Giles Giovinazzi.  The board voted to adjourn with no objections. The meeting adjourned at 8:08 PM.

Minutes respectfully submitted by G Richard Yamagata on September 2, 2019.

Minutes asked for edits by Jan Agee at November 5, 2019 meeting.  Edits approved by the board and reposted to the server.  Thanks acknowledged by the board to Jan Agee.


