
Minutes of the Davis Democratic Club Board Meeting

Tuesday November 5, 2019

Place: Blanchard Room of the

Davis Branch, Yolo County Library in Davis.

315 East 14th Street

North Davis, CA 95616

Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM by President Stephen Souza

Quorum was 8 board members 

Members Present: 13 board members were present at this meeting.

President Stephen Souza

Vice President  Rick Gonzales

Treasurer  Ameer Alsawaf

Recording Secretary G Richard Yamagata 

Corresponding Secretary & Publicity Giles Giovinazzi

Membership Chair  Saira Delgado

Newsletter Editor Carl Schmid

Immediate Past President Absent

Past President Bob Bockwinkel

Board Members: Tom Dowling, Jan Agee,

Ex-Officio: YCDP Bob Schelen, Jim Provenza and College Campus Dems President Brooke Pritchard.

Board Members absent:  Bob Marr, Linda Deos, Dillan Horton, Arun Sen, Jonathan Howard

ATTENDANCE

The by-laws state that an individual cannot miss 3 meetings in a row.  It also states that a person cannot miss 3 meetings in a 5 meeting reporting period.  This is to prevent members from showing up every other meeting or 50% of the time.  

Ex-Officio members absent:  Bill Julian

There were 4 guests present.  They were Dave Griffin, Francois Kaeppeli, Cece Garaofoli, Vinita Domier.

A quorum is 8 board members.  A Quorum was present at the meeting with 13 board members attending this meeting.  

AGENDA

The agenda was presented to the board by the President, Stephen Souza.  

MOTION/VOTE

Carl Schmid made the motion to pass the agenda with no changes. Giles Giovinazzi seconded the motion.  The agenda was passed with unanimous approval.

MINUTES

The October minutes had been previously posted to the server and the address e-mailed to the board and the membership.  Jan Agee had found 7 corrections to the minutes.  

MOTION/VOTE

Jan Agee made the motion to approve the October minutes with the 7 changes that she had submitted to the Recording Secretary.  Carl Schmid seconded the motion.  Tom Dowling called the question.  The minutes as amended were approved by unanimous vote.

PUBLIC COMMENT

There were 4 guests.  Bob Bockwinkel introduced them and said that he had invited 3 of them.  Vinita Domier was invited as a possible board member.  This was her first DDC Board Meeting.  Dave Griffin and Francois Kaeppelin were members of the YCDP social media/web site committee.  They were invited to help the club with its web site problems.

COLLEGE CAMPUS DEMS

The College Campus Dems President, Brooke Pritchard was on her way to the meeting.  She would be presenting once she arrived, so this report was pushed down in the agenda.

YCDP REPORT

Bob Schelen gave the YCDP report.  He thanked the DDC for its sponsorship of the Bean Feed and for giving its annual Weir-Wiliamson Award to The Verbs.  Bob reported that the event brought in $14,000 and expenses were $5000 with a net profit of $9000.  

Bob stated that because of the request by the electeds, like US House Representative John Garamendi’s campaign, the headquarters will be in Winters or Woodland.  

Bob stated that the YCDP is still looking for people to interview candidates for the upcoming primary elections.  He stated that the 4th Yolo Supervisor District had two Democrats and one Green party candidate that had requested to be considered for endorsement.  Bob stated that the Green party candidate will be interviewed, but he cannot get an endorsement. [It has been revealed that the person that was thought to be a Green Party Candidate is registered as a Democrat.  I have seen his voter registration stub.  He was interviewed and was considered for endorsement for the 4th District.  The results will be revealed at the next board meeting. Secretary note Ry]

There are other candidates for other seats and districts to be interviewed.  The next YCDP central committee meeting will be November 25th in Davis at a place to be announced.  

TREASURER REPORT

Treasurer Ameer Alsawef presented the August financials.  The bottom line is that the State Account has @ $600 and the Federal Account has @$9300;  We had expenses of $500 donated to the College Campus Dems, $311 for postage and $630 for printing for the newsletter.  We have about $10,000 in the bank.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS

BOARD MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

Bob Bockwinkel re-introduced his guests to the board meeting.  Dave Griffin and Francois Kaeppelin were members of the YCDP social media/web site committee.  Bob stated that the board asked him to present mock-ups for possible t-shirts and he asked Dave Griffin if he would volunteer to do this for the club.  He has done this and Bob will be presenting designs at a future board meeting.  Dave and Francois were invited to help the club with its web site problems.  They both live in Davis and said that they may want to join the board.  Vinita Domier also lives in Davis and was invited as a possible board member.    
COLLEGE CAMPUS DEMS

The College Campus Dems report was given by its President, Brooke Pritchard.  She had arrived and she presented her report at this time during themeeting.  She reported that the eboard met twice last week.  They were busy supporting the Hong Kong demonstrators against arrest and removal of people living in Hong Kong to main land China [for trial in Shanghai] and protestors against censorship.   

The students are also working on items that will be coming before the Davis City Council, district elections, and state legislation in the area of labor and housing.  She stated that this will be another busy year for the organization.  

She stated that the retreat was a great success with over 30 students attending.  She thanked the Davis Democratic Club for sponsoring travel to this event both directly and through sponsorship of the Indigo Awards.  

The statewide California College Democratic convention met.  Over 30% of the students that attended were from Davis.  The Davis College Dems won an award.   Part of winning the award had a social media component and support given to them through the Davis Democratic Club and the Yolo County Democratic Party social media sites helped them clinch the award.  

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 

Membership Chair Saira Delgado reported that the club stands at 210 members.  

Saira stated that in December, the club will be collecting membership fees for 2020.

She stated that in January, she will be cleaning up the names from the spread sheet that contains all of the past members, the dues that they paid and their contact information.  

Saira stated that she is still receiving remit envelopes from the people that the board mailed out the renewal letters to.  She stated that this was a very effective mailer/campaign.  

It was suggested that the club do a search of newly registered Democrats or Democrats that have recently moved to Davis for address information and that the club send them a copy of the newsletter with end goal of having them join the DDC.  

NEWSLETTER

Carl Schmid, editor of the DDC Newsletter, stated that the next newsletter will include the slate of officers for the March board officer election and candidate statements from Jim Provenza and Linda Deos [The third candidate, David Abramson, said that he joined the DDC mailing list and e-mail list through Bob Bockwinkel.  I am unsure about what this means about his DDC membership status. Sec Note Ry]

GENERAL MEETINGS

HOLIDAY PARTY

The Holiday Party will be from 4 to 6PM and at the home of Stephen and Robin Souza at 2424 Rodin Place.  

[The link to the map is:  https://www.google.com/maps/place/2424+Rodin+Pl,+Davis,+CA+95618/@38.5677324,-121.7238943,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x8085298999d69c39:0x7066b1bf14cf91e4!8m2!3d38.5677324!4d-121.7217056

The directions are:  

Take W Covell Blvd to Sloan St

7 min (2.4 mi)

Continue on Sloan St. Take Hartley St to Rodin Pl

1 min (0.2 mi)

Turn right onto Sloan St

358 ft

Turn right onto Hartley St

423 ft

Turn left onto Rodin Pl  

sec note Ry]

Rick Gonzales once again stated that he will be passing out the sign-up sheet for food items to be brought to the Holiday Party by the board at the next meeting.  We will be having champagne at the party.  

This will not be a barbecue.  The food will be cooked or heated in the house.  There is only one heater for the patio, so most of the people will be in the house.  

It is expected that numbers will be low in attendance, so Stephen Souza will be giving away 50 to 70 raffle prizes from his private collection.  There is no additional cost to participate.  Each person will receive a raffle ticket with her or his paid entrance to the event.  [$20/person, $30/couple, $5/student]  This will be supplemented with further raffle gifts from people that want to bring them – club members and board members.  Please contact G Richard Yamagata at 530-848-8634 or Stephen Souza at sasouza@sbcglobal.net if you need details.  Otherwise, just bring your raffle gift to the party.

This will be a non-political event.  Instead, we will go back to the reading of Christmas poems expressing peace and good will.  This was first done when the Holiday Parties were held at the home of Doug Kaplan, who was Yolo County Guardian.  We did it a second and third time at the International House.  We will now do this at the home of Stephen and Robin Souza.  

In spite of these plans, at the meeting it was announced that the Lt Governor of California and the State Treasurer were both invited to the party by Bob Schelen.  There has been no definite reply on these invitations.

LOVE YOUR ELECTEDS

This event will once again be held at the Natsulas Gallery.  The date and time will be announced at the next meeting.

4TH OF JULY BOOTH

This year the Davis Democratic Club has been given the beer concession.  It was told to some of the board members by the group that had the beer concession, they brought in $5000.  They also charged $6/cup.  The recording secretary once again asked that the cups that the beer is sold in be blue, not red, but no one in the room seems to be listening.  

It was requested that the 4th of July booth be put on the agenda to track the progress on the beer concession in getting the necessary permits and licenses and progress on renting the beer trailer with taps and kegs.

NUCLEAR FREE EVENTS

Bob Bockwinkel said that they are still working on submitting language to be adopted by the City of Sacramento and the City of Davis, pledging that they would be nuclear weapons free areas.  This would be a renewed pledge by the City of Davis.  In the City of Davis, this resolution is supported by the DDC, the YCDP, the Davis College Dems,  the Davis PBE,  the Davis Quaker peace group and others, Bob stated that he would continue to keep the board informed.  

NEW & OLD BUSINESS

OLD BUSINESS

FACEBOOK, TWITTER, INSTAGRAM, and WEB SITE

Giles Giovinazzi was recognized by the board with an ovation for donating fees that have to do with the Facebook/social media sites.  Giles reported that they have 50000 likes and over 5000 followers on Facebook with 10,000 clicks per month.  Bob Bockwinkel add that the club site links and has material due to the efforts of Jan Agee and Giles that is not at the Yolo County web site.  

The two people from the YCDP both spoke up and stated that the YCDP web site has been revamped and is not linking all of the Yolo County club web sites together.  The goal is to have each club promote and attend and support each other club’s events.  They have an event calendar that will be populated with all Democratic Clubs’ events across the county.  

Website:  Carl Schmid said that his problem with the web site has been solved.  He asked that G Richard Yamagata explain what the problem is with the web site.  G Richard stated that the web site’s e-mail module still remains broken.  This needs administrator level access to repair.  There is no system administrator and there does not seem to be any back-ups of the server being done.  A back-up needs to be done before the new voter resources page is created within the site.  This could cause the web site to crash and that is why the back-up is important to re-upload the web site after a crash.  Lastly, the club is down to only one access account.  The e-mail module links to an enrollment module where people can sign up to make changes at the web site.  

It was agreed that the two people from the YCDP, Francois and Dave, and G Richard and Carl would meet to resolve this issue.

Carl asked that the county share in storing the pictures that have been collected by the Davis Democratic Club.  The club’s Flicker account has saturated its capacity.  They agreed to move some of the pictures to the YCDP server, because they are always looking for more graphic content to enrich their site.

NEW BUSINESS

The YCDP needs candidates to run to be elected representatives to the party central committee.  They need candidates.  There are more seats that candidates that are running.  The terms are 4 years and they are elected in March during the primary election cycle.  

Bob Bockwinkel brought voter registration forms to the meeting for people that need to re-register to vote.  He said that he knew that one of the board members had recently moved and that he needs to re-register.  He asked the Davis College Dems to report on numbers of people that they had registered and they said that they have registered 400 since the beginning of the quarter and have signed up another 46 in the last 3 weeks.

OLD BUSINESS

There was no old business.

KUDOS

Kudos were given to Giles Giovinazzi by the DDC Board for donating and cover the cost of mailing the invitations to the membership for the Holiday Party.  

Kudos were given to Dave and Francois from the YCDP for attending and offering to help with web site problems and photo storage problems.

Kudos were given by Bob Schelen to absent board members Arun Sen and Dillan Horton for their hard work with the YCDP.  

Kudos were given by Bob Schelen to Stephen Souza for agreeing to serve another year as President of the Davis Democratic Club.  This was followed by an ovation from the entire board.  

Kudos were offered by Rick Gonzales to absent board member Bob Marr and Yolo County Recorder Jesse Salinas for their efforts at getting the vote for 15 to 16 year olds, especially in regards to Davis High students.  This offer of kudos became mired in discussion.  This discussion led into announcement of the Davis High debate tournament the following week.  There is a voter registration bill that is being worked on with Jim Provenza.  The plan is to work on motivating students to vote.  People are meeting with the UC Davis Chancellor to work on voter registration and voter turn out.  There was talk about an app, “Vote with Me.”  The app tracks people to see how they vote and how often they vote.  The discussion led back to the Davis High Debate tournament.  At this point the President asked for the board to get back on track and complete the agenda. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Various events and fundraising events were announced that have since passed.  

FUTURE MEETINGS

The December 3 meeting will be back in the Blanchard Room.  We have no location for the January 7 meeting.

MOTION TO ADJOURN

Carl Schmid made the motion to adjourn, which was seconded by Giles Giovinazzi.  The board voted to adjourn with no objections. The meeting adjourned at 8:05 PM.

Minutes respectfully submitted by G Richard Yamagata on December 3, 2019.


