
Minutes of the Davis Democratic Club Board Meeting

Tuesday January 7, 2020

Place: The Home of Stephen and Robin Souza

Address: 2424 Rodin Place

Davis, CA  95616

Meeting called to order at 7:02 PM by President Stephen Souza

Quorum was 8 board members 

Members Present: 14 board members were present at this meeting.

President Stephen Souza

Vice President  Rick Gonzales

Treasurer  Ameer Alsawaf

Recording Secretary G Richard Yamagata 

Corresponding Secretary & Publicity Giles Giovinazzi

Membership Chair  Saira Delgado

Newsletter Editor Carl Schmid

Immediate Past President  Absent

Past President Bob Bockwinkel

Board Members present: Tom Dowling, Jan Agee, Linda Deos, 

Ex-Officio present:  YCDP Bob Schelen, Jim Provenza,  and College Campus Dems President Brooke Pritchard 

ATTENDANCE

The by-laws state that an individual cannot miss 3 meetings in a row.  It also states that a person cannot miss 3 meetings in a 5 meeting reporting period.  This is to prevent members from showing up every other meeting or 50% of the time.  

Board Members absent:  Arun Sen, Jonathan Howard, Dillan Horton, Bob Marr [Dillan Horton was dropped from the board and Alan Hirsch was elected to the board at this meeting. Recording Secretary note by Ry.]

Ex-Officio members absent:  Bill Julian – no attendance requirement

There were 5 guests present.  They were Alan Hirsch, Francois Kaeppeli, Cece Garaofoli. Christian Monsees, Matthew Tam.

A quorum is 8 board members.  A Quorum was present at the meeting with 14 board members attending this meeting.  

AGENDA

The agenda was presented to the board by the President, Stephen Souza with two changes.  Under new business there were two items added.  They were:

1. Will the Davis Democratic Club take a position regarding the events in Iraq and Iran by President Trump

2. Will the DDC sponsor the fundraising event held by The Verbs for Mark Kelly.

MOTION/VOTE

Linda Deos made the motion to pass the agenda with the two changes. Carl Schmid seconded the motion.  The agenda was passed with unanimous approval.

MINUTES

The December minutes had been previously posted to the server and the address e-mailed to the board and the membership.   Jan Agee submitted corrections and suggested rewording of minutes.  

MOTION/VOTE

Linda Deos made the motion to approve the minutes with the suggested changes and/or edits.  Carl Schmid seconded the motion.  The minutes were approved by unanimous vote. [The changes have been implemented and the files were replaced on the server and at the previously published address.]

PUBLIC COMMENT

There were 5 guests.  Alan Hirsch spoke at this time and he will appear on the agenda under Board Member Committee.

COLLEGE CAMPUS DEMS

The College Campus Dems President, Brooke Pritchard and three other College Campus Dems were on their way to the meeting.  Brook Prichard will be presenting once she arrives, so this report was pushed down in the agenda.

YCDP REPORT

Bob Schelen gave the YCDP report.  He reported that the meeting was a potluck meeting on December 21.  He stated that there were vacancies on the YCDP and that they were looking to replace members.  Also, there is an election of board members to take place during the March Primary and various DDC board members and guests were soliciting signatures to join the YCDP as elected members.

He discussed the county supervisor races.  Angel Barajas remains the only Democrat running for the 5th supervisorial race and he was endorsed by the YCDP.   For the 4th District, there are 3 Democrats running, who are challengers Linda Deos and David Abramson, and incumbent Jim Provenza.  Two of the individuals serve the YCDP and DDC as board members and are members of the DDC.  [There was discussion of the third candidate and it has been confirmed after the meeting that he is a dues paying member of the DDC.  So, all three candidates are dues paying members of the DDC.] The YCDP decided that to endorse anyone in that district would cause division in the local county party, so no endorsement will be given for that race.  

Bob went on to talk about the January 22nd YCDP meeting.  The YCDP plans to do phone banking, targeting newly registered Democrats and declined to states.  The latter, they are asking that they request a Democrat Ballot, to vote for YCDP representatives.  He went on to explain about same day registration.  You can register at your precinct and vote that day.  

COLLEGE DEMS REPORT

At this time, the College Dems gave their report.  They reported that classes have started for Winter Quarter.  They continue to work on getting information out to the public that they can register on election day and vote.  People can walk in, register and vote on election day.  They also are informing independents that they can request a Democratic Party Ballot.  

They are also working to make sure that people are counted in the census.  

They are working on a definitive plan as to where they will be placing their resources in the upcoming elections.  They are planning on canvassing in Nevada, Arizona and Turlock.  CA.  Brooke explained how they can send 30 member volunteers to various precincts, but they need to plan a financial budget and use locations where members have homes or cabins that can be used.  

They also continue to canvass for Angel Barajas in the 5th supervisor district in Woodland.   

INDIVISIBLE YOLO

Linda Deos gave a report and said that the organization plans to go to Arizona during the MLK weekend to canvass precincts for progressives like Mark Kelly.  They plan to work on his Senate race.  

TREASURER REPORT

Treasurer Ameer Alsawaf stared his report by saying that the bill from River City has increased. He stated that the last bill was $389 for December.  He stated that the club is getting charged $9/check that is deposited for the club with a total cost of $166 for all of the deposited checks.  It was suggested that we sell a pass for all 4 annual events to reduce the number of checks.  There was a lot of discussion with people advocating when the money would be collected and how much would be charged.  It was also argued that such a charge might discourage people from attending events or paying the fee.  President Stephen Souza asked that a sub-committee examine this and report back to the board.   He asked for more discussion after the meeting so that the board could finish the agenda rather than dwell upon this issue.

We ended the month of December with $11,029 in the Federal account and $313 in the State account.  We made $855 in event entrance fees and  $1106 in dues.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS

BOARD MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

Bob Bockwinkel re-introduced his guest to the board meeting from the last 2 meetings.  He was Francois Kaeppelin.  He is a member of the YCDP social media/web site committee.  He reported that they are moving the YCDP web site to a new Word Press server.  Francois and Carl will be meeting to work on the DDC web site and to manage the photo library.  

Bob next talked about Alan Hirsch rejoining the board.  Alan Hirsch had resigned, because his wife was applying to the state commission on redrawing the district lines for various elected offices for Davis, Yolo County and the region.  His wife is not on the short list for appointment, so Alan can rejoin the board.  

MOTION 

Bob Bockwinkel made the motion to re-instate Alan Hirsch to the board.  The motion was seconded by Carl Schmid.  Alan was asked to leave the room.

DISCUSSION

The discussion is closed to those not attending the meeting, but the secretary has included the discussion, because there is no controversy.

G Richard Yamagata stated that Dillan Horton has missed 3 meetings in a row with this meeting’s absence.  Also, he has missed 7 of 12 meetings in the last 12 months.  So, with Alan’s re-election, the quorum requirement will remain at 8 board members.  

Bob Bockwinkel and Carl Schmid gave very positive reviews of Alan’s past performance on the board and stated that he fills a niche and need in the club with his tabling activities.  Bob Schelen  stated that he is needed for the YCDP to continue in outreach to the community through his tabling efforts.  

VOTE

Alan Hirsch was re-elected to the board with unanimous approval.

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 

Membership Chair Saira Delgado reported that the club stands at 215 members.  She asked that board members that are in arrears to pay their dues before the election meeting in March.  She plans to put red dots on the April newsletters.

She will be printing out the labels for the “Love your electeds” party/fundraiser in February.  She stated  that the membership list will be cleaned up of members that have passed away or have moved out of the area.  There is a plan to send recruitment letters to newly registered Democrats, asking them to join the club.  

Saira stated that in December, the club started collecting membership fees for 2020.  We did collect a lot of dues and donations at the Holiday Party event and a large number of members gave extra and participate in the DDC above basic membership rates of $15/year.

NEWSLETTER

Carl Schmid, editor of the DDC Newsletter, stated that the next newsletter will include an article from Frank Maurer of Quail Ridge Land Trust and an article from David Abramson, the third candidate running for the 4th Yolo County Supervisor District and a new member of the DDC.  He also said that he hoped to have a future article about the Mike Kelly fundraiser after the March Primary.  Also, Carl has asked for a future article from Alan Hirsch to motivate the membership to campaign for the Democratic Presidential candidate, whomever that candidate will be.   The message will be that the party needs to take back the White House and to do that, the party must be united behind its candidate.

GENERAL MEETINGS

LOVE YOUR ELECTEDS

We have heard from John Natsoulas.  This event will be held on February 23 at the Natsoulas Gallery from 4 to 6 PM.  Rick Gonzales will have the sign-up sheet for the food at the next meeting.  President Stephen Souza has asked the board to help set-up and work at this event.  

It was announced that the live band, Wealth of Nations, will perform at this event.  Also, the Raging Grannies have said that they will perform.  We will have the usual invited electeds, including Davis City Council members, school board members and past electeds.  The California Speaker of the Assembly has been invited to this event by YCDP Chair Bob Schelen.

GENERAL ELECTION FOR DDC OFFICERS

The 69th general election of the Davis Democratic Club will take place on March 10 at the home of Stephen and Robin Souza from 7PM to 7:20PM.   The ballots will be counted at 7:20PM.  The by-laws require at least one non-board member to be present at this meeting to count ballots.  If no candidates are nominated from the floor, the election of the officers as a slate will streamline the election process and no balloting will be required.  

There will be food provided at this event and there is no charge to the membership.  A sign up sheet will be circulated at the next meeting.  The only thing that is needed are beverages.  Food will be provided by one of the board members from Lamppost Pizza.  If this meeting goes according to the last election meeting, food will be served after a short 30 minute Board Meeting that will start right after the election.  

CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH

Ex-officio Board Member Bill Julian will be contacted to start nailing down a date for this event, so we can invite keynote speakers.  

4TH OF JULY BOOTH

This year the Davis Democratic Club has been given the beer concession.  It was requested that the 4th of July booth be put on the agenda to track the progress on the beer concession in getting the necessary permits and licenses and progress on renting the beer trailer with taps and kegs.  It was stated at this meeting that no further work can be done until 45 days before the event.  That is the earliest that permits and licenses can be turned in for this event.  That means that this item is tabled until the May meeting.

NUCLEAR FREE EVENTS

There is no further news about this item.  It is still planned that a resolution will be written and provided to the Davis and Sacramento City Councils. 

REPORT ON HOLIDAY PARTY

The final report for the holiday party is that $2011 was collected at this event.  There was $905 taken for the event and $1106 collected in dues.  

NEW & OLD BUSINESS

OLD BUSINESS

FACEBOOK, TWITTER, INSTAGRAM, and WEB SITE

Bob Bockwinkel reported that Facebook and Twitter are doing fine.  Traffic remains strong at the Facebook site.  Bob asked for more link exchanges with the College Campus Dems.

Bob stated that he asked Francois to attend this meeting, so that the club can work with the YCDP on the club Instagram account and consolidate the club photos with the YCDP.  The plan is to back-up the DDC web site very 3 to 4 months.  Also, Francois will try to fix things that are broken on the server.  The DDC e-mail address democrat@dcn.org will be used to collect e-mail from the web site and send it to Stephen Souza using address aliasing.  All e-mail that goes into the web site will be sent to Stephen Souza at sasouza@sbcglobal.net  The e-mail aliasing will be done by G Richard Yamagata working with DCN.  

Also, G Richard Yamagata stated that he will work with Alan Hirsch to get his “resistance” newsletter that he distributes each month that he does tabling at the Davis Farmers Market, out to the DDC Volunteers e-mail list at democrast@velocipede.dcn.davis.ca.us    

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

There was no unfinished business from past meetings that has not been already discussed.

NEW BUSINESS

MIKE KELLY FUNDRAISER

The first item to be taken up under new business was the club sponsorship of the Mike Kelly fundraiser event being organized by The Verbs.  Many of the DDC board have already bought tickets for this event.  The event is being held on January 29th.  

MOTION/VOTE

Carl Schmid made the motion that the club sponsor this event at the $500 level.  Bob Bockwinkel seconded the motion.  There are 5 tickets that are provided to the club at this level.  Two of the tickets are to be given to the College Campus Dems.  There will be 3 other tickets that will be given to club members that have not purchased tickets and would like to attend this event.  There will be one ticket available to a DDC Board member or an additional club member that wants to attend this event.

The motion passed with no objection.  The club members and the College Campus Dems need to contact Stephen Souza to receive the tickets before this event on the 29th of January.

IRAN-IRAQ

It was requested by one of the DDC members that the board take a position on the recent events in the middle east, namely the use of a US military drone by the US President to assassinate an Iranian general in Iraq.  

There was a 15 minute discussion by the board.  Each board member was allowed to speak on this issue and everyone had an opinion on this issue.  It was clear that this was a divisive issue.  It was also clear that the Davis Democratic Club board was not in a position to make a clear and unified statement on this issue at this time.  It was decided that the club would convey a message to the YCDP through its chair, Bob Schelen, asking for that body’s input and decision on this issue.  

KUDOS

Kudos were asked by G Richard Yamagata to be given by the board to Stephen and Robin Souza for allowing the club to use their home for this year’s holiday party.  The board gave Stephen and Robin an ovation for doing this and gave more kudos to them for allowing the board to have January meeting at their home.  

Stephen Souza asked the board to give kudos to Giles, Jan, Saira, Richard, Ameer, Carl and Bob for their continued actions each month to keep the monthly operations of the club running along.  

Bob Bockwinkel gave kudos to Giles for his posted photo in his reserve uniform on social media.  He said that it was a welcome addition to the club social media site and did much to make a grand impression.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Various events and fundraising events were announced that have since passed.  

FUTURE MEETINGS

The February 3 meeting will be back in the small conference room at the Davis Branch of the Yolo County Library.  The March 10 board and election meeting will be at the home of Stephen and Robin Souza.  The April 7 meeting will be back at the Davis Branch Library in the Blanchard Room.  

MOTION TO ADJOURN

Carl Schmid made the motion to adjourn, which was seconded by Brooke Pritchard.  The board voted to adjourn with no objections. The meeting adjourned at 8:28 PM.

Minutes respectfully submitted by G Richard Yamagata on February 4, 2020.

Minutes were changed with two corrections submitted by Jan Agee on February 4, 2020.


