
Minutes of the Davis Democratic Club Board Meeting
Tuesday September 5, 2023
Place: Stphen Souza 2424 Rodin Place
Davis, CA  95616
 
Meeting called to order at 7:05 PM by President Stephen Souza

Quorum was 6 board members 

Members Present: 9 board members were present at the beginning of the meeting.

President Stephen Souza Present
Vice President  Rick Gonzales - Present

Treasurer  Absent
Recording Secretary G Richard Yamagata Present
Corresponding Secretary & Publicity Absent
Membership Chair  Gary Hopkins
Newsletter Editor Carl Schmid 
Past President Bob Bockwinkel Present
Board Members present: Jan Agee, Bob Marr
Ex-Officio present:  Aiden Ledbetter
The by-laws state that an individual cannot miss 3 meetings in a row.  It also states that a person cannot miss 3 meetings in a 5 meeting reporting period.  This is to prevent members from showing up every other meeting or 50% of the time.  

Board Members absent:  Ameer Alsawaf., Giles Giovinazzi, Jonathan Howard
Ex-Officio members absent:  Jim Provenza and and Bill Julian, YCDP Linda Deos
There was 1 guests present.  They were NJ Mvondo
A quorum is 6  board members.  A Quorum was present at the meeting with 9 board members attending at the beginning of the meeting and 10 board members at end of this meeting.  

AGENDA

The agenda was presented to the board by the President, Stephen Souza.  Carl Schmid move for the agenda to be approved.  Bob Bockwinkel seconded the motion.   The agenda was approved with no objection and it passed unanimously.  

PUBLIC COMMENT
There were no members of the public at the meeting at this time.
There are people at the the Davis and Winters city council meetings.  It was commented that various members of the Davis Campus Democrats were at the Winters City Council meeting to domestic violence.have one of the Winters council removed or censured.  He was fined for having ghost pons in his possession and was arrestred by for suspicion of domestic violence.  The charges were dropped.
COLLEGE CAMPUS DEMS Reports
Aiden reported that the unregistered fire arms charges were the only charges in the Winters City council action that stood up in court.  The City Council member had to serve community service and pay fines on the weapons charge
The DCD spent time working with Sister District Yolo to fundraise and phone bank making 600 phone calls for a Democratic state semate candidate in West Virginia.   

They sent members to volunteer at a fundraiser for Mike Thompson, Nancy Peloso and Gomea.  The DCD received praise for their efforts by Nancy Pelosi.  
The DCD sent help to a conference to help Cecila Aguiar Curry.
The DCD helped manned the California Democratic Party booth at the California State Fair.

The DCD is helping and working and canavasing for Sacramento Sacramento Labor Council events, the recall election, the Mike Thompson fundraising event, and the Cecila Aguiar Curry fundraiser events.
They had held a Yolo County Supervisor forum for all the candiates for District 4.  They endorsed Sheila.Allen.     

They are planning to hold a Fall DCD Kick-off event at the end of the month.
Bob Bockwinkel stated that Chuck White has volunteered his place for students to stay in Lake Tahoe for the DCD support events in Nevada.
YCDP and SISTER INDIVISIBLE YOLO
Linda Deos was in Antartica and so no reports were given.
MINUTES

There are no minutes..  This is the first meeting the Secretary has attended since December 2022

TREASURERS REPORT

The treasurer Ameer Alsawaf was not present, so President Stephen Souza gave the report.  The club has $22,000 in the bank accounts and there were no expenses that he was aware.  There is the quarterly report to the FPEC, which is the biggest expense that the club pays for the filing  The cost is typically $400;      

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

BOARD MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
Bob Bockwinkel put forward the name of NJ Mvondo as the newest members of the board.  Her election will not increase the board quorum requirement of 6;
Bob noted that she wants to head an AI committee for the club, which would report to the membership on the issues of IA upon the public.  She also wants to do voter oureach for the Democratic Party.

President Souza asked if she wants to help the Club or only wants to help the Democratic Party and build up her resume to run for public office.

Rich Gonzales commented and supported her addition to the board, because the board needs women and at present there is only one woman on the board and there are only two non-white board members.  He endorsed her.membership, stating that she will be an asset.  

Bob Marr objected to Rick's statement saying that being a board member should have more of a requirement or qualification than being part of an ethnic minority or being a woman.  Being a board member should be based on what she would do for the club.  Carl Schmid began expanding on what the board and the club needs in this area.  
At this moment NJ arrived and stated that she has been active in Yolo County promoting voter participation.   She had arrived from public comment at the Davis City Council meeting.  She supports the Democratic Party and the Democratic principles of this country.  She is a newly naturalized citizen of the United States and a full fledged member of the Democratic Party.  She is an advocate of social justice.  She wants so traiin people and serve the board.    She supports the work that the club is presently doing.
She has two issues that she would make policies for the public for the uses and control of AI in society.  We should not be reacting but already have policies in place in dealing with AI.  AI is very invasive and affects people very importantly in terms of privacy and has social and political impacts.  So, she would like to head up this committee effort.

Carl Schmid brought up the fact that the Davis Democratic Club no longer has the membership ability to have a booth at the Davis 4h of July event nor the Davis Farmers Market.  He stated that the club needs help in this area of community outreach.  This year we also did not participate with as much dedication as the club has in the past.  

NJ says that she is running for Yolo County Supervisor to register more people to vote.  She is walking the precincts to connect with people and trying to engage the public to participate and sign up to vote.  

Bob Marr says that he understands that people have done this is the past, signing up a large segment of the population to vote by running for office.  But it is his experience that the newly signed voters did not vote in the election for the candidates and if they did, they no longer vote in any election after that.  He asked how NJ would change this.

NJ stated that you have to first find what they most want to change and what issues they feel are important today.  Walking the precinct and engaging with the public the key issues are housing and environment.  Shr is advocating that the club hold public and neighborhood meetings on there issues.

She is currently working on voter registration, community participation with the Davis Human Relations Commission that she chairs.  She is trying to make the commission to become more proactive.  They are not waiting for an issue to come from the City Council, they are working to educate and engage the people of Davis before an issue does occur.  She is also working with Alan Hirsch and with the League of Women Voters and is on two of their committees as a proactive advocate.

The meeting then went into closed session with NJ leaving the room for further discussiona leading up to the vote.  
MOTION
Bob Bockwinkel made the mostion to elect her to the board of the Davis Democratic Club.  This was seconded by Bob Marr and Rick Gonzales.  

As at addition to her nomination, Carl Schmid wanted it on record that the board will approach her to work on the public outreach problem that the club is currently facing.  We need more public outreach as a club.  
VOTE
NJ was unanimously elected to the board with no oppositions and no abstaining votes.  The vote was 8 ayes and no nays. 
NJ was given an ovation and welcomed as the newest DDC board member.

Rick Gonzales wanted to address Bob Marr's earlier statement.  Bob Marr also wanted to address Rick Gonzales' statement on the record in the club minutes..  

President Stephen Souza stated that he did not like where the meeting was going, but he would allow the statements to be made.

Rick reacting to Bob Marr's statement, stated that as for the DDC board, we are all qualified to be on the DDC board.  He next stated that as for the City of Davis, he has several degrees that are important for him to be a teacher and sports coach of high school students.  To get the initial college degree, he had to go to the back door and he stated that is was institutional racism that prevented him from going through the front door, because of his skin color.  He stated that he has been a very successful high school coach in Sacramento.  In spite of that, he tried several times to get a position with the Davis Joint Unified School District, where it was impressed upon him that DJUSD would not hire a Hispanic or Black person as a teacher or coach.  Things have changed now, but that was the way it was when he was younger.  There are people that told him that no Latino teachers were to be hired by the DJUSD.   Rick applied 6 times to Davis.  This is why Rick stated that he took offense to Bob Marr's statement.  He wanted the board to know that people are there are people immenantly qualified for positions with degrees, credentials  and awards and yet they are not given jobs because of the color of their skin.   As for the Davis Democratic Club board, we all are qualified to be here just on the merit of our participation.  Rick stated that the people that the people that all competed with hime for the teaching/coaching jobs that he applied for all came to Davis for the job and have all since left nor did they become an active part of the community of Davis.     

Bob Marr gratnted that we all in the room hold college degrees.  He also stated that we all know each other to a minimal degree.  He then gave his family history and backgroud.  He grew up and went to a mixed race high school and compemted with Black athletes.  He grew up in Berkeley and the Bay area.  He stated that he had track times to compete in the Olympic trials, but he knew he did not have the times to be able to participate and the team supported his wish to be on the team and compete.  His ex-wife is African American and he has two chilren.  He has applied for work with the school district in his field of expertise and was for each job made it to the final cut of candidates, only to be rejected in the end because of skin color.  In each instance he had the superior degree and qualifications for the job, but they hired the person with the darker skin complesion.  By his experience with life in Davis, qualifications for a job should not be based upon skin color.  Bob stated that he is all in favor of open enrollment and application process, but it should not be a requirement that a person have darker skin complexion.  
After the statements were made, President Stephen Souza made sure that each person had said all that they wanted to say.  They both agreed that all was good and they appreciated the chance to go on the record as to what caused the disagreement/strong emotional response.

Membership
Gary Hopkins reported that the club currently has 160 member family units with 224 paid members.  The club currently mails out 220 newsletters each month.   
There is talk that the club should stop printing the newsletter, but it is a good carrot.  When we ask for people to be cash paying members we can ask them to continue to pay for their membership to receive the newsletter   The membership lists have been updated in the latest newsletter.    

Newsletter is a good carrot -- ask them to pay for it.  

NEWSLETTER 

Carl Schmid reported that in the newsletter the membership list as been updated.  The next newsletter will contain the updated list.  Items in the next newsletter will be statements from all of the Yolo County supervisor candidats and from several state senate candidates.  There are three candidates for both of those seats.  This will take us into the October and November newsletters.  The elected office to be first covered will be the state senate.  The Democratic Party candidates for that office are Edwards, Cabaldon, and Rivera.
Bob Bockwinkel requested that G Richard Yamagata send out the candidate statements to the DDC membership via the e-mail list.  Richard stated that the e-mail lists are only used to advertise club events and general membership items and concerns.  He stated once you start on extraneous items, people will unsubscribe from the list.  Bob replied, we have 600 people on the newsletter list, why not send them this information.  Richard stated that the newsletter list is protected by Carl.  He sends out an announcement that the newsleeter can be downloaded from the web site.  We do not SPAM our email participants.  [We have a community volunteer list with only 125 people.  475 people have asked to be removed from that list.  That is why we have over 600 people on the newsletter list.]
GENERAL MEETINGS 
Our next event will the Holiday Party on Sunday, December 3.   The time will be from 6Pm until 8PM.  It is being help at the hotel complex building that was formerly Cafe Italia on Richards Blvd.  The event will be co-sponsored by the DCD.  It is proposed that we have a keynote speaker.  

Carl Schmid stated that we need to recognize the club members that have passed away.  Carl went on to recognize statements by people like Ellie Fairclough that the club did a great thing recognizing former club members that were important to the club that passed away since being recognized last year.  
It was suggested that the club set up a memorial book or books where people can write dedications or notes to the people that have passed for the family members of those club members.  
It was noted by one of the board members that it is better to remember and honor these people that are alive rather than recognize them once they have passed and the club needs to do this for the people that are still alive.  

Bob Bockwinkel that stated that keepsake books have been invaluable to the families of the people that have passed on and in turn the surviving family members have gifted the DDC.  

It was proposed by Bob Bockwinkel that we will honor 5 aged DDC members for recognition and that he will compile a list of names of former club members that have died since the last Holiday Party.  

People that were mentioned as speakers are Doris Matsui, Barbara Lee, Betty Yee, and Katie Porter.  The seating will hold 110 people, so this could potentially be a big event.    Jim Provenza could have names of people we could invite as the keynote speaker.  It was noted that Eleni had stated interest in speaking for the Holiday Party when she attended the Champagne Brunch.
We have 60 days to get a name that would be a good draw.  

ON GOING BUSINESS

WEBSITE AND SOCIAL MEDIA  
The website is operating, but needs to be updated.  Work with the system administrator is on-going.  [secretary note:  I do not have a user name and password for the new site.]

FACEBOOKit ma

Giles is not at this meeting, so no report was given.

TWITTER or X.COM

President Stephen Souza stated that G Richard Yamagata has been working hard on Twitter.  He reported that in October of 2022, he restarted the DDC Twitter page.  He stated that we gathered over 1400 follewers by the end of November because of the LGBTQ+ community.  They followed the DDC and help get our tweets out and if not for their inclusive community we would not have had the numbers to reach people.  He reported that if you post is re-tweeted magnifies the numbers exponentially.  He stated that he had to battle the Twitter AI.  The AI said that I was a bot.  They said that we were automatically retweeting Mike Thompson posts and were automatically subscribing from circulating membership lists.  After 4 days of telephone calls and taking aural and visual tests on the internet, the AI decided that I was a person and not a bot and the account was reinstated.  We currently have 5535 members following us [The latest number is 5604].  We are currently part of the Blue Wave movement on Twitter.  We are dedicated to electing Democrats to the White House, the Senate and the House/  The plan is to sweep the congress and the presidency.  We also support Ukraine. 
In response to Carl Schmid's questeion we have 140 people locally in Davis.  We have 400 people that are from Sacramento.  We have also 900 people from the bay area that support the DDC twitter account.  
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

There was no unfinished business.
KUDOS

Carl Schmid gave kudos to G Richard Yamagata for surviving all his ailments and making it to the meeting.

President Stephen Souza gave kudos to Richard for his work on Twitter.

President Stephen Souza gave kudos to NJ Mvondo for joining the board as its newest board member.

G Richard Yamagata gave kudos to Gary Hopkins for sending the list of names to add to the 3 club email lists. 
Gary Hopkins gave kudos to DDC members that went the Yolo County Fair and supported the fair booth.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

The most significant announcement was the club birthday cake for its 73rd birthday on September 20 at Lamppost Pizza for lunch from 12 to 1pm.  
FUTURE MEETINGS

The next meeting is October 3 and will be at the home of Stephen and Robin Souza..

MOTION TO ADJOURN

Carl Schmid made the motion to adjourn, which was seconded by Bob Bockwinkel.  The board voted to adjourn with no objections. The meeting adjourned at 8:35 PM.

Minutes respectfully submitted by G Richard Yamagata September 29, 2023.


