Davis Democratic Club Board Meeting Minutes 
February 3, 2026

Acting President Oliver Snow called the meeting to order at 7:02pm.  Also in attendance were Stephen Souza, Ameer Alsawaff, Bob Bockwinkel, Keith vonBorstel, Gary Hopkins, Richard Yamagata, Elizabeth Reay, Robert Marr, Benicio Orsua, Eileen Samitz, Rick Gonzales, and Jan Agee. 

The agenda was approved, and there were no minutes from the previous meeting. 

Benicio gave the report for the College Democrats. He said that while it had been a slow month, they had still been engaged in a range of activities. The group tabled at UCD to get more students involved, and many of the students they spoke to expressed anger at the current political situation. The College Democrats endorsed the reelection of Lucas Frerichs for County Supervisor, and Ryan Davis for Yolo County Superior Court Judge. Club members also attended recent protests and plan on regularly sending representatives to Davis City Council meetings.

Giles reported for the Yolo County Central Committee. Its members heard from Fiona Ma, who is running for Governor. Giles also shared information from the Central Committee regarding a problem that arose with submitting names of members who can vote on endorsements at the state Convention. As a result, Committee delegates will not be able to vote. Regional Director Jeff Koertzen explained to the Committee the technical issue that resulted in the decision. February 20 is the State Party Convention.

Ameer reported that there was no change in January in the Club’s finances, which now total $29,951.21.

There was a discussion regarding the Club’s leadership, since Stephen has resigned for personal reasons. The next Board election is in March (note: since the meeting, the election has been postponed until April, to provide two months’ notice, as required in the bylaws). Oliver said that he was willing to run for President. The members voiced relief and thanked Oliver.  It was also agreed that the same slate of officers will run again. 

This slate includes Rick Gonzales, Vice-President; Ameer Alsawaff, Treasurer; Richard Yamagata, Communications; Gary Hopkins, Membership; Giles Giovannazi, Corresponding Secretary; and Jan Agee, Recording Secretary. Richard will send out an email to Club members with this information. He will also see if anyone is interested in becoming newsletter editor, since Barbara Sommer resigned.

Oliver will see if the library is available for the March 4 meeting.

Gary reported that the Club has 213 members, comprised of 116 families. However, only six members are fully paid. Rick will start calling members for their dues.

Keith reported he is working on the website. He is updating the calendar and including information about the Board nominations. He will also have an article about the 120 days to the primary and the current membership drive.

Because the “Love Your Electeds” event has been cancelled, the next Club event will be the Champagne Brunch at Holly Bishop’s house. There will be an early push to get speakers for the event, including the candidates for Governor, as well as Cecelia Aguilar-Curry, Mike Thompson, John Garamendi, and others.

Richard indicated that there is new interest in BlueSky and Twitter.

Kudos went to Oliver and the Board members who have agreed to run for re-election. Special kudos went to Stephen and Robin for all they have done for the Club. Our thoughts are with them.

The meeting ended at 7:40pm.






