


Quorum Requirement is Seven (7) Board Members if the board remains at 13 after General Meeting

I. Introduction (5 minutes) Meeting begin time:  7:05 PM

i. Roll Call:  X=present   Board Members Present:  11     Board Members Present Absent:  2
	Ameer Alsawaf 
	Absent

	Betty Woo
	

	Bill Julian
	

	Bob BockWInkle
	X

	Bob Marr
	
	X

	Chuck White
	

	Eileen Samitz
	X

	Elizabeth Bishop
	

	Gary Hopkins
	X

	Giles Giovinazzi
	X

	Jake Whitaker
	

	Jan Agee
	Absent

	Keith vonBorstel
	X

	Liz Reay
	
	X

	Oliver Snow
	X

	Richard Yamagata
	X

	Rick Gonzales
	X

	Ryan Davis
	

	Thomas Alvarez
	X


Melinda Kelly (college Dems)X
Peter (College Dems) X
Matthew (College Dems) X

Visitors:  Ryan Davis, Candidate for Yolo Superior Court Judge


ii. Approve Agenda: Motion to amend Agenda (move the consideration of endorsement of Ryan Davis, a candidate for yolo County Superior Court, to top of the agenda):  
Motion to amend the agenda :  Richcard.
     Motion to approve:_Richard_ 
Seconded:__Bob_____
Vote: Yes/ Unanimous
          No/none oppose
Motion passes

Ryan Davis Spoke to the group:
Ryan Davis, a candidate for Yolo County Superior Court judge, presented his background to the group. He currently serves as a court commissioner in Sacramento, in a family law assignment.  He has been doing this for 3 years. He indicated that he believes it is because of his current work, he has the support of over 50 judges supporting his campaign.  He is a member of the Judicial Council, which is the governing body of the State Judiciary.  He previously worked as a public defender for a decade representing individuals on death row. He went to Oregon for undergrad and then to UC Berkeley for Law school. 

He decided to become a judge when he saw that it was no longer required that a lawyer be a prosecutor to step on the path to becoming a judge. So he started to act as a judge pro-tem, which is a volunteer lawyer who volunteers to fill in for judges.  He emphasized that his entire career has been in public service.  He has worked all the various specializations: family law, public defender, civil law, corporate law, etc. The only role he has not had was being a prosecutor.  

Davis continued to describe his experience in various legal roles and his commitment to public service, emphasizing his and his family’s local ties to Davis (his wife is a teacher at Patwin Elementary) and his plans to continue serving in the community if elected. He grew up in Davis and went to “all the schools”. He was president of the Davis Schools Foundation, was a City of Davis human relations commissioner and also volunteered for the Neighborhood Court Program. He has extensive civic involvement and intends to remain in Davis. He is supported by all 5 Council members in Davis as well as all 5 Council members in Woodland.

The group asked a few questions and discussed recent developments with the gutting of the Civil Rights Act, challenges in Yolo County's court system, including caseload management and the relationship between the district attorney and public defender, before voting to endorse Davis's candidacy.

Motion to endorse Ryan Davis: Giles moved to endorse
Motion seconded by: Eileen
Vote:  All in favor. Unanimous

· On May 24th there will also be a vote by the membership (who attend the brunch) to endorse Ryan Davis.
· Oliver will ask if Mr. Davis could attend the DDC Champagne Brunch.  Because he race is officially non-partisan, he has not attended any political fundraisers or events.


iii. Approval of Minutes:   No minutes from last meeting. There was a miscommunication between Liz and Oliver.

II. Communications (5 minutes) (The president reserves the right to dispense with the item ii: a,b,c, d reports)
i. Comments and issues from the Public and general members.
        A.  From public for unscheduled presentations.  None

ii.  Minutes and reports from other clubs and campus Democrats (5 minutes)
A. Report from Davis College Dems:  Peter provided updates
a. April 13th Annual Indigo Awards event [The Indigo Awards are the annual fundraising banquet hosted by the Davis College Democrats (DCD) to honor local and statewide Democratic leaders who have demonstrated exceptional dedication to the party's goals.  The event typically recognizes three categories: a UC Davis alumnus, a local elected official, and a statewide honoree, often with specific themes such as highlighting the leadership of Democratic women].  Raised over $18,000.
b. Canvassed for Mayra Vega [a candidate for the Yolo County Board of Supervisors, District 3], Mike Thompson, and Mai Vang, Ryan Davis, Jenn Chawla and Measure V.  They knocked on more than 1000 doors
c. Attended phone banks for Ryan Davis.

B. Report on the Yolo County Dem Party meeting by Attendee -- April meeting. GIles Reporting
· April meeting discussed the Sunday, May 3rd, Surf’s Up Fundraiser
· There was discussion as to why the Yolo County Democratic Central Committee is   voting on endorsing Measure V, and if it is appropriate for members in other towns to weigh in on a city of Davis issue. It is not a countywide measure. A number of Davis city council members showed up to this meeting to endorse Measure V. It was indicated by one Board member that it is very inappropriate for people who do not live in Davis to be voting on a Davis specific issue. Oliver indicated that there may be a need to discuss whether or not the Central Committee should discuss and endorse measures from other cities.  

C. Report on Indivisible Yolo and Sister District:  Keith reporting
a. Keith spoke with Steve Murphy (co-chair of Indivisible Yolo) for any insights
b. Steve’s concerns  revolved around the upcoming primary for governor and he recommended that the DDC communicate with the 3 candidates who are the lowest in the polls and ask them to drop out.
c. Steve looked at multiple polls and saw that Steve Hilton was at 18%, Bianco was at 14%, Bacerra and Styer both at 13%, with 20% undecided.  There are concerns that there may be 2 republicans running.
d. He has posted contact information for the candidates on the webpage.


D.  Report on the President's activities for the club: Oliver reporting:
a. Oliver is still looking for an off campus meeting space and have possibly found one at Don Pinos.
b. He has been to a Mike Thompson events and many others.

III. Treasurer's Report -- Ameer Alsawaf (5 minutes) Not present

i.  REPORT General finances and budget of the club


IV. Report of the Committee Chairs
i.  Board Member Committee -- Bob Bockwinkel Chair (5 minutes)
        A.  Board retreat after June election. Oliver has decided to wait until after the elections to have a   board retreat.

ii. Membership Committee (5 minutes) - Gary Hopkins
A. General Report.  
a. So far in 2026 we have 21 paid members.  We will solicit membership dues at the Brunch event. Ameer and Gary will have a roster at the event.
b. Richard to mention paying dues at the brunch when sending out the announcement.
c. We will not make reminder phone calls to members until July.


iii. Website (10 minutes) -- Webmaster Keith VonBorstel
A. Web site update – After last meeting Jan reviewed website carefully and reported any issues to Keith.  He has completed most of the updates that were recommended by multiple people.
B. Keith disabled the By-Laws page. Do we need to post the bylaws. Discussion ensued. Richard indicated the importance of keeping our By-Laws posted so that people understand our rules. There was a discussion about re-writing the By-Laws and Oliver offered to be on the committee.  Requirement is to vote on any changes at a general meeting and there must be a non-board DDC member on the By-Laws committee.  
a. Oliver will look at the By-Laws and talk to some non-board members before the next meeting to see if they would join this committee.
b. Keith will re-post the By-Laws.
C. Keith will post meeting minutes on the website after each meeting. Liz to provide meeting minutes after Oliver approves drafts.
D. Keith wants to know who will be speaking at the Brunch so he can post this information. 
a. Oliver indicated that he has reached out to various candidates, however, the election is close and they are vigorously campaigning. Mike Thompson has this event on his calendar.
b. Can we ask Josh Fryday (who is running for Lieutenant Governor of California in 2026)
c. Davis Enterprise will announce the event IF there is a major speaker attending.

iv.  Political Action Committee (5  minutes) -- New activities for special elections and future funding.
A. Consider endorsement of Ryan Davis for Yolo County Superior Court.  Completed.  DDC to endorse.

B. Board recommendations for 6/2 Primary Election.  Discussion as to whether we should put the below statements in the newsletter and on the webpage. The DDC has already voted to  endorse Ryan Davis.

Draft DDC Ballot Recommendations: Provided by Carl
GOVERNOR: Over 60 candidates are competing for the nomination of just two
gubernatorial candidates for the November ballot. It is absolutely essential that at least
one of those two must be a Democrat. The DDC Board recommends that you
pragmatically cast your vote for the person that you regard as being the strongest
Democratic candidate. We do not presume to know which of those candidates is
strongest and can only urge you to employ your best judgement in making this choice.


GREAT INCUMBANTS: In contrast to the gubernatorial race, the nomination and
reelection of many great Democratic incumbents present no-brainers. We are honored
to be represented by Congressman Mike Thompson, who deserves our support and
re-election. Similarly, Cecilia Aguiar-Curry has advanced to well-deserved leadership
position in the State Assembly. Jesse Salinas (County Clerk) has done outstanding
work encouraging the participation of first-time voters. Lucas Frerichs (County
Supervisor) has been there for us.

Motion:			
Bob motioned: Board will use the above recommendations, but will add Garamendi to the list of Incumbents that the DDC is recommending.  We are also formally endorsing Ryan Davis. 
Seconded the motion: Rick
	          Board Vote:  Yes:10  ;  No: 0; Abstain: 1 (Gary)
Motion passes.

The group agreed to endorse the full slate of incumbents including John Garamendi, with only Gary abstaining from the vote.  Further discussion proceeded concerning 
		
C. Political Action Committee: DCC will hold a meeting this summer to determine which candidates to contribution to for General Election Candidates
Richard discussed how the VERBS (The Verbs is a local political group in Yolo County active in efforts to "Take Back the House," primarily through organizing fundraising events for Democratic candidates) events may decide which candidates the DDC will be giving money to.  A portion of that money goes to supporting The VERBS events. He indicated that Dave Min (U.S. representative for California's 47th congressional district) has been supporting the DDC on social media. Richard has been communicating with Dave Min to reach out to The VERBS and to suggest a fundraiser hosted by both groups. The DDC will get 5 tickets at the Verbs fundraiser.
v. Event Committee discussion -- Rick Gonzales, Chair See Future General Meetings Below

V. Future General Meetings (10 minutes)
i.  DDC future public fundraisers and general meetings of the membership.  
        A.  Champagne Brunch is scheduled for May 24th at 11:00 am -- The committee also discussed plans for a Champagne Brunch event on May 24th at Holly Bishop's home, which currently has 8 RSVPs with estimates of 50 attendees, requiring setup of 3 pop-ups, 10 tables, and 60 chairs.  Oliver will follow up with people.  The College Dems agreed to help set up and take down the even …for free tickets.

            a.  Tables, Chairs, decorations and other items needed for event.
            b.  Board Food sign-ups for the event
            c.  Ordering of orange juice and champagne or sparkling wine paid for by the club

VI. Finished, New, and Unfinished Business (5 minutes.)
i. Old business Social Media - Bob Bockwinkel Chair (5 minutes)

        A. Facebook - Giles/Jan Agee Photos on the Facebook page need to be refreshed.

        B. Twitter - Stephen Souza/ G Richard Yamagata can comment on what is happening

C.  Blue Sky - G Richard Yamagata: We continue to pick up members.  Mike Thompson and Dave Min have been supporting our posts on Blue Sky and X. We have over 5600 followers. Richard also sponsors a blog on Tic Tok once a quarter  where there are about 270K viewers. Richard indicated that he sends the Blog host money and the Blogger mentions the Davis Democratic Club.

    	 ii. Unfinished business: no discussion

iii. New business: (5 minutes)
A - Request for $1,000 from Verbs Fundraiser for Adam Gray’s Congressional Re-election campaign. He flipped a red district and won by 118 votes. He will be coming to Davis. Oliver suggests that we support his campaign.

Motion: Bob motioned for the DDC to give Adam Gray $1000 for his congressional re-election campaign
Rick seconded this motion 
Vote:  Yes: 11   Oppose: 0   Abstain: 0
Motion passes.


VII. Kudos (5 minutes) Thanks go to Oliver for taking on his new position as Chair of the DDC.  Thanks go to Richard for all he does on social media. Kudos to Thomas for reserving the new meeting room.  Kudos for the College Dems (Melind, Peter and Matthew) for attending.  Kudos for Liz for doing the minutes.


VIII. Closing (2 minutes)-- [Informational to be placed in minutes]

i. Items for next meeting:

ii. Announcements- upcoming events not covered in Communications and Reports. None

iii. Next Meeting Time/Location on June 9 at 7PM -- on Zoom and in-Person TBA.

iv. Meeting adjournment Time:  8:39 PM




