



Davis Democratic Club Board Meeting Agenda – July 7th, 2026
Regular DDC Board Meeting:

Quorum Requirement is Seven ( 7 ) Board Members if the board remains at 13 after General Meeting

I. Introduction (5 minutes) Meeting begin time:  7:05 PM

i. Roll Call:  X=present   
Board Members Present:  12 (including honorary member Carl Schmid)     
Board Members Absent:  2 ,  
Visitors:  2
	Board Members
	Present
	College Dems  
	Present

	Ameer Alsawaf 
	x
	
	

	Bob BockWinkle
	x
	
	

	Bob Marr 
	No
	
	

	Eileen Samitz
	x
	
	

	Gary Hopkins 
	
	x
	
	

	Giles Giovinazzi 
	x
	
	

	Jan Agee 
	no
	
	

	Keith vonBorstel 
	x
	
	

	Liz Reay
	x
	
	

	Oliver Snow 
	x
	
	

	Richard Yamagata
	x
	
	

	Rick Gonzales 
	x
	
	

	Jesse Riviera 
	
	x
	x
	

	Carl Schmid (emeritas)
	x
	
	


Visitors:  Luba Schmid, Tony Ruiz

I. Introduction (5 minutes) 
i. Roll Call

ii. Approval of Agenda
	moved:  Bob   seconded: Giles    Motion all in favor,  Nay: None.   Motion passes

iii. Approval of May and June 2026 minutes
moved: Richard       seconded: Eileen   Motion All approved, Nay: None,  Motion Passes
Keith will post the May 2026 and June 2026 minutes on the website.

II. Communications (5 minutes) (The president reserves the right to dispense with the item ii: a,b,c, d reports)
i. Comments and issues from the Public and general members.
        A.  From public for unscheduled presentations. Public comments: Tony Ruiz Originally worked in Fresno county in the 70s.  Wants to endorse Randy Villegas in District 22. 
Oliver: DDC did not endorse in that primary or give money yet. 

ii.  Minutes and reports from other clubs and campus Democrats (5 minutes)

A. Report from Davis College Dems:  Jessie:  Their Board is looking at ways to start up in the fall, starting with canvassing for Dr. Pan in CD6.  They want to put their resources into districts that they can flip. They want to go into central valley to knock doors for Randy Villegas, maybe collab with CA Young Dem and Indivisible, Also, possibly looking at support for Mike McGuire.  Jessie is currently in talks with organizations to plan canvassing efforts to flip House districts and help Democrats win (much interest in CD 6, CD22); They’ve been in talks with some local leaders about our goals and ways we can help the city.

B. Report on the Yolo County Democratic Party meeting by Attendees—June meeting Giles Beginning to plan for Yolo County Faire, Signup sheet going around. 
      
C. Report on Indivisible Yolo and States Win Yolo (just changed their name): Keith.  Links to info at end of meeting minutes.  
· On July 9, Indivisible will launch the Immigrant Justice Summer training series designed to help organizers to mount a safe, hyper-local, immigrant-aligned response when ICE comes to their community. 
· On July 17-19, Indivisible Yolo will be joining the Good Trouble Weekend of Action by organizing, educating, and taking action. We will have a movie/discussion Friday evening in Davis and then span across Yolo county to register voters on Saturday morning. 
· We’re joining forces with several Northern CA Indivisible groups for Zoom-based fundraiser with Randy Villegas on July 22 7 PM on Zoom — save the date; details in next week’s newsletter. 
· We’re focused on the winnable Senate race in Alaska and working locally with the VERBS and their regional coalition who are bringing Alaska US Senate candidate Mary Peltola to Davis for an event on August 27. Save the date and stay tuned for more details. 
· The Republican led, so-called “Voter ID’ initiative is now officially Proposition 39 on the November ballot. It must be defeated.  
Latest IY Newsletter link: https://us14.campaign-archive.com/?u=c0cc03e7f31bbe923efd397fa&id=91e4e030dc
Check the IY calendar: https://www.indivisibleyolo.org/calendar
  Newsletter every Monday Morning.  Turn off ad blocker to view.

  About Prop 39: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Snw52p8zPq5sZjpY1EUmBG7bBtAp-yoP/view

D. Report on the President's activities for the club:  Oliver.  Preparing for Retreat on Sunday, July 12.

III. Treasurer's Report -- Ameer Alsawaf (5 minutes)
 i.  REPORT General finances and budget of the club
1. Total Bank accounts Balance as of 6/30/26 was $30,523.65 (Fed $27,085.42 and State $3,438.23). In June 2026, we received $856 ($490 checks & $366 ActBlue), and we paid $400.9 
Expenses ($386.42 River City BS, & $14.48 Bank/Merchant Fees). 
2. So far in July 2026, we received $25 ActBlue, that makes the current bank accounts balance: $30,548.65 in both accounts.   


IV. Report of the Committee Chairs
i.  Board Member Committee -- Bob Bockwinkel Chair (5 minutes) 
A.  Board retreat planning: Oliver Sunday July 12th at 3:00 pm at Dos Pinos.  Wants in person meeting. Agenda has been mailed out.
Keith: has this been distributed to gen membership?  Oliver: No, this is a Board meeting.  No minutes. Just general notes 

   	ii. Membership Committee (5 minutes) - Gary Hopkins
A. General Report:  45 paying members.  35 family units


iii. Website (10 minutes) -- Webmaster Keith VonBorstel
A. Web site report:  Minutes need to be approved, then posted after approval.  Keith will post tomorrow Kieth created a new page on the website.  Gerry thought the “Donate” banner would be a good idea to encourage donations.  Luba commented that that the white print on orange background is not good.  Eileen:  Maybe say: “Please donate”  and say “Why?” …because we work for you.  This banner will go on every page but the membership page.
Additional Input was received.  Overall the new additions to the website  were well received.
[image: ]








B. Additional volunteers and assignments for web communication: none

C. Website assignments: none

iv.  Political Action Committee (5 minutes) -- New activities for special elections and future funding.
Members of the PAC: Carl Schmidt, Giles Giovinazzi, Jan Agee, Rick Gonzales, Liz Reay, Bob Bockwinkle and Jesse Riviera met on June 21 to discuss how the club may distribute their funds and which candidate races to support.
The committee made the following recommendations:
Our small amount of money that we can give is best given to small close races within California.  All these races are where Dems are running against Repubs. And are close races are where they are trying to flip the races.  
The PAC Identified 6 house races. PAC recommended that the DDC contribute $2,000 to each of the following six Democratic Congressional candidates: 
1. McGuire CD 1, 
2. Bera CD 3, 
3. Pan CD 6, 
4. Villegas CD 22, 
5. Tran CD 45, 
6. von Wilpert CD 48.  
We noted that the DDC has already contributed to Adam Grey’s CD 13 campaign. These seven seats are all considered to be either “must-holds” or possible “flips.”   Consequently, the DDC’s campaign contributions may have a national impact.  
We further recommend that the Club contribute:
7. $1,000 to Congressman Thompson’s campaign as a token of the DDC’s continuing support for Mike.
8. To Maya Vega in Yolo County $1000 donation
The governor’s race was also considered: The Committee recommends that the DDC contribute $2,000 to Xavier Becerra’s campaign.  While Becerra is well funded and recognized to be heavily favored in the race for Governor, the DDC will wish to demonstrate its support for the Democratic ticket. Political Action Committee plans to reconvene later in the summer to do another round of recommendations

VERBS has asked for $3000 for Peltola for a fundraising event in Davis.  We could get tix to this event.

We should partner up with the VERBS to make our money more powerful and we should consider it.

Motion to Give $2,000 to each of the following 5 Democratic Congressional candidates:
 1. McGuire CD 1, $2,000
 2. Bera CD 3, (Oliver mentions that Bera supported the censure of Al Green following Green’s protest at the State of the Union so suggests considering that race separately)
 3. Pan CD 6, $2,000
 4. Villegas CD 22, $2,000
5. Tran CD 45, $2,000
6. von Wilpert CD 48  $2,000

$2000 Xavier Becerra
$1000 Mayra Vegas running for Supervisor

Amendment: Remove Bera and will consider later in this meeting: accepted 
1. Motion:    Carl   wants above donation list (sans Berra)   Seconded:   Giles          
Votes :     Yeas   11      No: 1  Abstention: 1
Motion Passes

. Motion by Carl:  Reconsider $2000 Ami Bera, he needs help because he is in a newly redistricted area.  Bera is neck and neck with a Republican.  Motion to support Ami Bera for $2000.  Ami has relied on our district and club.
Seconded:   Rick Seconds       Vote:  Yes:  11  No;    0  Abstention:   1    Motion passes


3. There was a discussion about Mai Vang.  Jesse indicated that Mai brings youthful energy to the race.  She is well connected.  She is progressive.  
Motion by Ameer: Support progressive Dem Mai Vang (CD 7) with $1000  (running against Matsui in Sacramento) Second:  Rick   Vote:  Yes:   9   No:  3    Abstention:  0
Motion Passes

4.Motion: Club to give $1000 to Dave Min (CD 47) campaign against a republican who is well funded.   Min: Southern Ca candidate running in Orange County in Repub district.  
Carl :  Min is in a swing district.  Since it’s such a wealthy district, why give money?  Richard: Minh had a deficit last quarter.

Moved: Richard, Seconded: Rick. 
Yes: 11   No:  0  Abstain:  1   Motion passes

5. MOTION: Move to bundle with the VERBS give $2000 or $3000 to Mary Peltola in Davis at the VERBS event at the discretion of the Chair depending on club finances (dependent on Membership fundraising efforts by Gonzales in the coming weeks).  Moved:  Carl, Seconded: Richard;    Vote:    Yes:  11   No: 0   Abstain: 1 J
Motion passes

$2000 now and possibly $1000 later after Membership fundraising.
Amir says this is $3000 is too much.  Rick is going to make the membership calls and should raise more money (phone calls = $10K,over 200 members more to call).  It was discussed that the club could give these funds in installments of $1500. 
Richard indicated that Peltola’s website indicates that donations to Mary Pertola  of $1000 (running for congress in Alaska) will yield 4 tix to meeting. A $3000 donation will get the club 12 tickets.  Oliver: She is running against Dan Sullivan (R) in a race that could decide control of the Senate.  

6. Committee decided to hold off on additional funds for Congressman Thompson following earlier contribution of $1,000, but may consider him for 2nd round.

v. Event Committee discussion -- Rick Gonzales, Chair See Future General Meetings Below
i. Fall BBQ:  no updates

ii. Davis Dems Holiday Party  

iii. Yolo County Fair August 12-16:  Davis Democratic Club will be organizing for Saturday tabling shift.

V. Future General Meetings (10 minutes)
i.  DDC future public fundraisers and general meetings of the membership.  

VI. Finished, New, and Unfinished Business (5 minutes.)
i. Old business Social Media - Bob Bockwinkel Chair (5 minutes)         
A. Facebook - Giles/Jan Agee   Proposing a work up for each candidate that DDC supports.
      
B. Twitter - Stephen Souza/ G Richard Yamagata can comment on what is happening:  He is interfacing with the Minh and Villegas campaigns.  6666 followers on X

C.  Blue Sky - G Richard Yamagata: 38K followers
  
 ii. Unfinished business  

iii. New business  (5 minutes)  Additional contributions: see above notes
$500 for Dave Min for Congress
$3,000 for Mary Peltola for Senate (Verbs fundraiser)

VII. Kudos (5 minutes)  Oliver thanked everyone for sticking around for a long meeting.  Kudos to Rick for future membership fundraising; Kudos to Carl for his leadership on the PAC; 

VIII. Closing (2 minutes)-- [Informational to be placed in minutes]
i. Items for next meeting: not discussed

ii.  Announcements- upcoming events not covered in Communications and Reports. Not discussed

iii.  Next Meeting Time/Location on Sept 1 at 7PM -- on Zoom and in-Person.  No meeting in August.  Sunday Board Retreat Meeting

iv. Meeting adjournment:   8:50 PM
Next meeting will be a general meeting with members not just Board members.

Notes: July 7th at 7PM
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