Davis Democratic Club Board Meeting Agenda – Sept 1, 2026
Regular DDC Board Meeting:

Quorum Requirement is Seven ( 7 ) Board Members if the board remains at 13 after General Meeting

I. Introduction (5 minutes) Meeting begin time:  7:04 PM

i. Roll Call:  X=present   
Board Members Present: 13
Board Members Absent: 0 ,  
Visitors:  2
	Board Members
	Present
	College Dems  
	Present

	Ameer Alsawaf (Treasurer)
	X
	Jesse Riviera (ex officio)*
	X

	Bob BockWinkel
	X
	Jake Whitaker (ex offico)**
	

	Bob Marr 
	X
	Carl Schmid(emeritus)
	

	Eileen Samitz
	X
	Steven Souza(emeritus)
	

	Gary Hopkins 
	
	X
	
	

	Giles Giovinazzi 
	X
	
	

	Jan Agee 
	X
	College Dems  
	Present

	Keith Von Borstel 
	X
	Peter Jorgonson
	X

	Liz Reay (Secretary)
	X
	Dylan
	

	Oliver Snow (Chair)
	X
	
	

	Richard Yamagata
	X
	
	

	Rick Gonzales 
	X
	
	


*College Dems President
**Central Committee Yolo County Democratic Party Chair

Visitors: Allison Olsen (Yes on W campaign), Audrey Nelson, Alan Fernandes (Yes on Measure W), Marie Bockwinkel, Elizabeth Moon (Area 4 school Board candidate) Joe DiNunzio (Area 3 School Board candidate, Coleen Zern (Area 1 School Board candidate)

ii. Approval of Agenda
	Moved: Bob Bockwinkel; Seconded: Rick Gonzalez   Yeas: unanimous;  Nays: None
Abstentions: none   Motion passes 

iii. Approval of July 2026 minutes
Moved: Bob Bockwinkel ;   Seconded: Rick Gonzales   Yeas: unanimous.  Nay:  None 
Abstentions: none   Motion Passes
Keith will post the July 2026 minutes on the website.

iv. Candidates/campaigns for endorsement
A. Davis Measure W:.     . Allison Olsen (Field Director for the project) and Alan Fernandes (has endorsed the project -spokesperson) addressed the club about the Willowgrove Project..  
· Endorsed by all Davis elected officials except for Supervisor Sheila Allen, who is waiting for the annexation agreement to be finalized.      
· Endorsed by Yolo Central Dem Committee.  So far there is no official opposition.  Fernandes      lives in Wildhorse and supports the project. 
· This is a 1250 unit development. 
· Provides 20 units for adults with intellectual disabilities.  These units will be distributed throughout the site. 
· Allison is the field director of the project and has worked on it for 4 years.  The project will provide developer built sports facilities.    
· 43% “affordable and attainable by design”. 
· It is projected to add 700 students to the school system.  
· Project is ready to go because they already have an approved subdivision map. This is highly unusual to have the map approved prior to a vote.  All the promised features are already set and approved because all the required engineering has been completed. Any features they have indicated will be built. Because the map is ready, building will proceed. Completion estimated to be in 5 years. 
· They are partnering with the Pacific Company, based in Idaho, to build the affordable housing.  No city funding will be required to help with the affordable housing component. This housing is a priority and will be built in a single phase.
· Pool, clubhouse and many amenities will be built. It will have a tournament, gymnasium with classrooms attached to it. Soccer fields as well. It's a $21 million developer funding. 21M developer funded project.  
· Sandre: what type of affordable housing?  Low income, tax credit?  Ans: 250 units will be deed restricted affordable.  Another 288 will income based. Another 288: are “attainable by design” and will be attached townhomes.  So there are smaller homes, smaller lots and attached and these will start in the $400K range. These will not  be attached to a govt program.  
· Gary: Bike paths, who will take care of the new parks and public spaces?     ? Ans: City of Davis.  ANS:  Fees paid by homeowners in the new development will go into a special fund.      
A. Elizabeth Moon - Davis School Board District Area 4: Seeking reelection.  Has 30 years in education (Houston elementary schools and ESL) Taught at American River College.  Works for ANR at UC Davis as a DEI specialist.  Moved here in 2000.  Been in Adult education as well.  Wants equity and access to student mental health services.  Her re-election platform focuses on neighborhood schools, student mental health, career technical education (for post-graduation success), and maintaining fiscal stability. 
A. Joe DiNunzio - Davis School Board District Area 3: Joe has run 2 terms.  Acknowledges challenges ahead with declining enrollment.  Wants to bring everyone together. His platform emphasizes fiscal sustainability, teacher pay, and closing the achievement gap, building on past successes like full-day kindergarten and Career Technology Education (CTE) expansion
B. Colleen Zern, J.D.- Davis School Board District Area 1 Running for the 1st time. Currently a continuing lecturer at UC Davis Graduate School of Management) and has about 1000 students each year. She is a litigation attorney. Has 3 young boys in Davis schools.  She has worked at every level with the PTAs at her kid’s schools. She has attended school board meetings and advocated higher pay for teaching assistants based on past pay data, not hearsay. Philosophy: Decisions must be evidence based.  She is big on researching the necessary information to make solid decisions. Reason for running? Wants to focus on school accessibility for low income kids and increase parent/community feedback and meaningful involvement before critical decisions are made that affect their children. 
Questions to and Answers from the Candidates:    The candidates shared their platforms and responded to questions from the board on topics including school closures; administrator salaries; hate incidents, diversity, student safety; and the fiscal state of the district.



·                               Eileen comment: School Board has lost credibility.  Purchase of $8.5M new building.  School district is not supposed to get involved in land use issues and the District Administration did some shifty moves with Measure V.  Eileen has a lot of trepidation about these candidates.  
1. Richard motion: Motion to dispense the scheduled Reports and move to vote on these School Board candidates now rather than at the end of the meeting.  Seconded by:  Giles   In favor:  unanimous  Motion passes to jump to Endorsements portion of the meeting (Section VI, ii of the Agenda).
II. Communications (5 minutes) (The president reserves the right to dispense with the item ii: a,b,c, d reports)
i. Comments and issues from the Public and general members.
        A.  From public for unscheduled presentations.  

ii.  Minutes and reports from other clubs and campus Democrats (5 minutes)

A. Report from Davis College Dems:  Jessie:  not discussed

B. Report on the Yolo County Democratic Party meeting by Attendees—     Not discussed

 
C. Report on Indivisible Yolo and States Win Yolo (just changed their name): Keith (information sent before the meeting)
· IY members endorsed Eric Jones in March in advance of the June primary.  That was a call for change -- at the senior levels in the House & Senate.  
· Our 100% focus now is WINNING the House and Senate. We are not engaged in Democrat-Democrat races.  In the general election the mandate is to flip the House: “vote Blue no matter who.”
· After the primary, consistent with our “vote Blue no matter who” approach, we pivoted to our general election strategy to focus 100% on replacing Republicans. In CD-22 working for Randy Villegas and, closer to home, working for Richard Pan in CD-6.
· We working to FLIP CD-22, Alaska and protect California District-6 from falling into the hands of Kevin Kiley. 
D. Report on the President's activities for the club:  Oliver.  
i. Bylaw amendments and operations director for post-election meeting. Not discussed

III. Treasurer's Report -- Ameer Alsawaf (5 minutes)  (information sent before the meeting)
i. REPORT General finances and budget of the club
a. Account balance for July was $16,536.46 after contributing $19,000 to 11 campaigns. 
b. Ameer Alsawaf hasn’t received August’s Financial reports yet, but the estimated ending accounts balance for August was around $17,000 after contributing $1,000 to Mary Peltola (balance of the $3k July Board’s approval).

IV. Report of the Committee Chairs
i.  Board Member Committee -- Bob Bockwinkel Chair (5 minutes) Not discussed

   	ii. Membership Committee (5 minutes) - Gary Hopkins
A. General Report:    paying members.     family units


iii. Website (10 minutes) -- Webmaster Keith VonBorstel (information sent before the meeting)
A. Web site report:  
i. Current subscribers = 422
ii. Links clicked
1. https://cadem.org/2026-July-EBoard-Floor-Report-Packet.pdf  - 81
2. https://www.signupgenius.com/go/  - 54
3. https://www.facebook.com/yolodemocrats/  - 17
4. https://secure.actblue.com/donate/sacramento-verbs  - 6
iii. The August Newsletter Report
Included below is a report on the first newsletter release and my proposal for future newsletters. I'll appreciate any input you have for the September 2026 Newsletter: articles, changes, etc.
Report from August Newsletter
1. Emails sent 8/14/2026         547
2. Opened                                 176, 32.54%
3. Clicked on a link                     84, 15.36%
4. Unsubscribed                         3, 0.55%
5. Bounced (no one there)     171, 31.26%
6. (The bounces reported by EmailOctopus are “hard bounces”. Specifically “smtp;550 5.1.10 RESOLVER.ADR.RecipientNotFound; Recipient not found by SMTP address lookup" and have been removed from our list of current newsletter subscribers.)
iv. system for the monthly newsletter
1. Previous newsletter distribution errors have been fixed.
2. The next publication date is September 29 (Tuesday) and thereafter on the last Tuesday of the month. Tuesday is the best day to send a newsletter since it gets the most opens.
3. Please send articles to me by September 22 so we can meet publication date, Sept 9.
B. Additional volunteers and assignments for web communication: not discussed

C. Website assignments: not discussed

iv.  Political Action Committee (5 minutes) -- New activities for special elections and future funding.
A. Assign PAC members for 2nd round of general election funding meeting : scheduled for Sept 20th

v. Event Committee discussion -- Rick Gonzales, Chair See Future General Meetings Below
i. Fall BBQ:  no discussed

ii. Davis Dems Holiday Party  not discussed


V. Future General Meetings (10 minutes)
i.  DDC future public fundraisers and general meetings of the membership.  Not discussed

VI. Finished, New, and Unfinished Business (5 minutes.) 
i. Old business Social Media - Bob Bockwinkel Chair (5 minutes)         
A. Facebook - Giles/Jan Agee   not discussed
B. Twitter - Stephen Souza/ G Richard Yamagata can comment on what is happening:  (Information sent before the meeting)
· We now are at 6,871 Followers.  DCClub Twitter Account
· We are now 71 followers above our midterm goal of 6800. 
· We are 1000 followers above the 5800-follower limit.  If our number of followers drop below that number, we will close the X/Twitter account so as to not pay any money or contribute numbers to Elon Musk and his platform success.  The BIG difference to date is that we are actively interfacing with the 10 campaigning congress people on X and informing them of the $22,000 that the DDC has donated to their campaigns plus the Governor's race and theYolo County Supervisor Race.  We are too small for them to ban us and we
continue to post and magnify anti-Trump posts.  
· I get most of our hardest hitting material from Blue posts onX to post on Bluesky.
C.  Blue Sky - G Richard Yamagata: 
· We currently have 38,390 Bluesky followers.  DDC Blue Sky Account
· Bluesky continues to purge and block accounts that are bogus accounts.  These are fake accounts that use fake websites to collect money for real campaigns.  Even though we are losing 20 to 40 accounts a week, we are increasing our numbers with quality followers that work with us. 

  
 ii. Unfinished business  
a.  Consideration of endorsement for Davis School Board districts 1, 3, and 4 and Measure W. Richard indicated that bylaws say that the Measure W is a land use issue vote needs to pass by a 2/3 plus 1 vote.
b. Measure W Endorsement: 
a. Jan motions: vote to support Measure W ; Second:  Rick G.  
Vote yes:    11      Vote no: 0   Abstain: 2  Motion Passes to endorse Measure W.
b. Richard: Motion to open the vote to the members of the club and count up the membership votes by the next meeting. Bylaws say 30 day notice.  
Seconded: Rick G    Vote yes:  12,  Vote No:  0 ; Jesse Abstains.  Motion passes.  Gary will have to confirm each vote as coming from a current member (paid).
c. Davis School Board Candidate Endorsement:
a. Eileen motions to vote for each candidate Individually votes for,  
Second; Liz R.   Yes:  7  No: 6  Motion Passes
d. Vote to endorse Coleen Zern:  Yes: 12, No : 0 Abstained: 1.                          Motion passes to endorse Coleen Zern.
e. Elizabeth Moon motion to endorse, Rick G. motions, Jan seconded:   Yes: 12  No: 0,  Abstain:1 Motion passes to endorse Elizabeth Moon.
f. Motion to support Joe DiNunzio:  Rick G moves, Gary Seconded:  Yes:  9,      NO: 2, Abst : 2  Motion passes to endorse Joe DiNunzio
ii. New business  (5 minutes)  Not discussed

VII. Kudos (5 minutes)  Kudos to Keith with the new newsletter. 

VIII. Closing (2 minutes)-- [Informational to be placed in minutes]
i. Items for next meeting: not discussed

ii.  Announcements- upcoming events not covered in Communications and Reports. Not discussed
 	Lampostst Pizza on the 16th DDC Birthday
iii.  Next Meeting Time/Location on Sept 1 at 7PM -- on Zoom and in-Person.  No meeting in August.  Sunday Board Retreat Meeting

iv. Meeting adjournment   8:53 PM
Next meeting will be a general meeting with members not just Board members.


